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Toil y tl'e of v.t 1'^ ^ !ir to 

ff-roro A thou .aut Ihsty »l lu'r'in'i.r were 
»/f5u 'I h^y >srrr ul) fc *<!>* foi War. 

Tin* < f A »r‘ M ihinrijii' that 

-ojncihtng i jjngh; jj'ate Now u »r ‘tareti 

them >n thp face. To ;>eai tlie tnst)) the oljole toun 
hi<] eon vert ei) Into the bittlc fiehh 'Khcre svere 

Mr/fhii nuA Knytt >'i!<hcr'. "til nroujuh Wherever you 
tarn % o\»r e)'c^, ycv\ v>nul(] ThkI Mogul nod Kajput 
ea\alr\% On ftndiog tuuntrerle * IN'tjput vddicr within 
the fort a!) on rt *-u<hlen llte Mogul genciah looked 
-It them •^urprhed and more **0 as they had an unhno\\Ti 
per on as their commander. They askcfl one 
anotlRr,— 

" WIkj w this? He doesn’t louk hkc a Rajput. 
Ii' he a M«ktu! then 

Unable to resist the curiosities a few Mogul soldicrt 
v'.ent up to the Rajput and questioned,— A,, ^ 

“Who is this — your newly-appointed general ?“ 
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The person so addressed were not glad at this 
question, but said rather bluffly — 

Go and ask your prince. ^ i ^ r 

^ At thisthe Mogul left withoirt a*Trord ^ 

The appearance of the Rajputs in the fort the ap- 
pointment of a new general — all these caused a com- 
motion within the fort indeed , but greater was the- 
commotlon ^vhen Dam gave out — 

I forgive Fatcma this time and without trial Let 
her off and be sent to her mistress' mnhal. 

Fatema who had b ee n confined in a s m a ll cdl 
within the B^um mahal was wcll^aware that Dam was 
a mere puppet m the hands of princess Jahanara and 
that the, princess was dead against her and that the 
brother would do whatever the sister would suggest. 
Therefore it was simply hoping against hope to escape 
capital punishment at their bands. But she |cnew also 
thfli her ovfn mistress, none the less powerful would be 
the last person to brook any Injury done to her band! 
Shq was oscillating rittlng In the cradle of doubt the 
condlbpn of her mind could not be ^lescribed then. She 
had been in the Begum mahal for about thirty years 
and had never fallen Into any danger before. Here- 
m’crybody remained putting his life Into the jaws, of 
death. Wpuld she lose her life at the hands of the 
excutioDcr then? Would she not enfoy,tho monej 
she hod ,accummalated since her amraJ into the- 
Begum mahal then ? j j 

Suddenly she stood startled her heart began to 
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beat with force as the time 'Of iicr trial drew nigh 
The '-entmehs were opening the door of the coll in 
which she lay confined Fatema was not nervous 
by nature, and jet her whole frame shook violently 
for a niotncnl. 

At tins stage the door opened. Gama addressed 
her w'ltli a letter in hand, — 

Fatema. Bibi, you have received pardon at the 
hands of the prince. Go to jour ovv'ii mahal. You 
arc always fortunate. Take this note and give it to 
your princess" 

" Pardon ! Not even trial ! This is real influence. 
Imtenia praised Roshenara inwardlj| a thousand tuncb 
Then ‘-he spoke .out, — 

" 1 knew full well no body could do me any harm 
i>o long ab the princess would be alive, Just see Dara 
and Jahanara have pardont-d me only for fear of our 
princess ” 

Fatema, released, ran towards Roshenara’s mahal in 
a feverish excitement At such an action on Fatema’s 
part other bandts felt surprised and said to them- 
selves, — 

" Has Fatema broken the jail then ? No, absurd on 
the very face of it Isn’t that the prince has allowed 
her to go scot-free 

In fact all of them felt extremely curious, but no 
body dared to ask Fatema anything. Roshnera was 
not a little surprised -at Fatema’s appearance. She 
ejaculated, — ^ 
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** Fatcma f WTiatu (he raaltcr? Yoaare let 

o/rr 

At thU Falcraa looked at her mistreas' face with 
the wordj — 

* Released for }oar sake! Is there anyone under 
the 5un who J* not afraid of yxM ?" 

‘ UTwt have j^ou got In your band f’ 

“ Sorry I forgot aboot It altogether Th s Is a 
letter for you from the prince^** 

Upon this Jtorhencra snatched away the letter and 
read It It ran thus — 

My dear sister 

I find no trial of >*our band! is necessary as she left 
the Begum Mahal with your pennUsicm, J have, there- 
fore ordered her release. As I rid extremely busy with 
state ^iffairs, I have not a minute to call my own 
or I ivould have seen and told you everything In 
pcTSoa 

Yours affectionately 
Dara 

On perusing the Jelter Roahenara laughed In her 
6lcc\*e. She said, — 

Don t think you have got your rdeaae for fear to 
me. There Is a grave reason in this.” 

Grcatl> siupriscd the band! turned towards her 
mistress face. She enquired — ^ 

•What is that grai-c reason, prayj^ 

'There is something within. You would know it 
latter on. Go and tell Gama that I woedd go for a 
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stroll in the Khusru Bagh and he must make eve ry 
bandobast for it You must accomp any me’! 

' Fatema left. On the way she met Prince Dara who 
was also going out On finding him the bandi gave 
him kurntshes The prince addressed her rather with 
a laugh, — 

‘T say, Fatema, don’t do this again. Someday you 
would fall into danger.^ I must admit however, that 
much credit lies with you in your flight from the 
palki.” 

With these words Dara went away laughing But 
Fatema felt astounded at the last words used by the 
prince She kept standing still for a 'while, then she 
looked around with dismay. Finding nobody tliere 
she proceeded towards Gama’s quarters 

There is hardly any difference between' the king 
and his people when a war actually breaks out or is 
threatened , at such a time the commander, nay the 
Badshah, sometimes has to take meals in common with 
the soldiers Under a tree, if necessity arises. Now war 
was threatened all over and the emperor was down 
with illness , so the Government of the land lay entirely 
in Dara’s hands Data was busy lookisg after state 

business day and night He was hardly to be seen 

\ 

before, having spent his time in religious topic wth 
'learned men But now he had to give up all this 
and -enter into ' warfare though' against his will 
It was time Lali Sahib was entrusted with the order to 
see that the soldiers within the fort were doing tlieir 
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duty properly, Dara went , In person from time to 
time and watched everything as he knew that his son 
with alJ his bravery and cxpenence was not mature 
in age. It was the hdght of misfortune to the Mcgid 
that Aurangseb succeeded to the throne after Shah 
Jahan and not Dara. 

On coming out Dara found that the Rajput horse- 
men k^t standing m numbers on the plain in front 
of the fort vnth tfadr new commander mounted on a 
big mettle-some horse with a drawn sword in hand. 
He had a very imposing look with a warrior's dress. 
I>ara fdt very delighted at his composed attitude, 
saying to him — 

This young man po«eases-rcaJ worth. Lali has done 
well m securing his services at this time or he 
would surely have joined the enemy” 

Cjlru finding Dara Sadesh Ray saluted him lifting 
his sword over his head. Dara stepped up ^toivard* 
^im saying — f 

‘ You need n t wait at the fort You just go to your 
camp and have rest for sometime I will send you u'ord 
when, necessary 

,At thi* Sailesh saluted him a second time and Ihen 
^e^addressed the Rajputs something before be galloped 
offl He was followed by one thousand troops. 

When they were out of sight, the prince was going 
within rthe fort but he heard somsrovr at the fort 
gate. Some body was trying to get Into the fort but was 
potfUowcd to do so hence the row The. prince halted. 
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Then he ordered his men to, allow the person coming 

inside As soon as the order reached the ears of the 

/ 

sentinels, they made way for, the new comer. Then a 
young person came in front of the , prince That 
person had a common Persian dress on with a sharp 
-dagger in hand and with a long black cap and a waist 
band at the waist from which a big sword was 
hanging 

From appearance the person looked to ,be only 
tiventy with traces of new moustaches and a beard — 
in fact a very handsome look The person came up 
before the' prince, kurmsJmig The Prince inter- 
rogated,— , . > , 

“ What do you want , , 

Service ynder the state” was, the; modest reply 
“ In, what capacity ?” demanded the^ prince with 
^^ude eyes 

“ As a common soldier to start with, but eventually 
a commander of ten thousand soldiers” was the, reply. 
At this tlie .prince only smilei^. ,He demanded — , 
Are you known to any person here ?” 

“No one, I am an inhabitant of Persia but I have 
left home ivithout any body’s knowledge Only this 
morning I’ arrived here. How can I be known any 
person here then ?” rejoined the youth 

“ What led you to Nleave home in this fashion ? 
Have you not got any relatives at home ?” 

" They are all dead and that’s why I have ,come 
to the Mogul court with high aspirations.” , 
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Is the Mogul Court a machine for making mflUon- 
turn t questioned the prince with a smile. 

' Whoever possesses real worth— why should he not 
aspire to become nch ?” was the emphatic reply 
Are you confident you possess real worth?* 

I am At present I want nothing more than tbe- 
post of n common soldier After this warfare I aspire 
to be the commander as already Intimated.” 

Have you heard of this Impending warfere T 
I hai-e heard about It througboot the joumc} 
Everybody says that many soldiers would be requi- 
slUoned now Therefore I have come here. 

Why have you not gone to the other side?“ 

I have heard of which stuflT the princes are made 
Individually Out of these four I consider you and 
you only to be fit for the throne and therefore I call 
upon your august personage craving only the post of 
a soldier Nothing more Is hankered after by this 
humble sdfi” 

What proof Is there you are not a spy from the 
otherside 

® ilcroes always take Into their confidence the words 
that come from the bps of heroes. 

' The prince felt extremely rejoiced at the Imperious 
words of the youth He said with a laugh — 

I am not the commander of the fort There l^e 
comes. You just submit your petition before him.” 

When T.flH Sahib made his appearance, the prmce 
addressed him — 
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“ Lali, this Persian youtii wants a job here as a 
soldier Take him if you like I have no objection 
He possesses spirit, I find. 

With these words the prince withdrew, Lali Sahib 
fixed a rude stare on the youth for sometime and 
then said to himself, — 

“ It must be some other person I could have easily 
made out if it had been Motiya. Hundreds of persons 
are coming to the court from Persia and this must be 
one of them.” 

The youth kept" standing befote- Lali Sahib quite 
grave Lali’s stare did not make her muscles move, so 
that his suspicion became confirmed now — that it was 
not Motiya who was before him She had told him 
already she would assume the garb of a Persian youth, 
"but it is not she surely ” ' 

Turning his look away Lali demanded,-^ 

“ What is your prayer ” 

“ Lord of my heart, I want you and "nothing, 
more” was the smiling and subdued reply 



CHAPTER II 


KHUSRO BACH 

For the comfort of hla bdovtd daughters Shah 
JJahan had caused tryo beaubfol garden bouses buHt on 
the banks of the Jumnoa outside the fort and town of 
Agra, one to the cast, the other to the west Those 
two gardens had no nnils at the time we are speak 
mg of: t 

Witlun these two gardens there were innumerable 
-beaubful marble fountains and beds of fragrant 
floNver trees. On entering the gardens one would feel 
quite delighted and his heart buoyed up with the sweet 
scent of the flowers. 

It was Begum Nurjaban who broke the tiaramds 
df Muhamedan society and sat in the open durbar 
for the first time. It was she who went to the field on 
elephant back. But Rosbenara and Jahanara had 
probably out — Nuiyihancd Nurjaban in this respect 
They broke the Mahamedan custom and appeared 
before male persons to \diich the orthodox Muhamedans 
took great exception but none dared to speak any 
thljTg against this revolting acb on on their part The 
-anger of two tigresses meant nothing short of decapi- 



KHUSRU BAGH 


ir 


lation There was no knowing how many had fallen 
victims through the mercy., of these tyrants. But it was 
doubtful how far they took an active part in these 
heinous acts. They did not know even the hundredth 
part of the various atrocities committed by their para- 
sites Was there any body who could write the 
Tilysteries of the Mogul Darbar in all their 

details ? 

The Khusru Bagh was Roshenara’s personal 
property Here she used to come witli her bandis 
whenever she chose, sornetimes she spent a few 
days m this garden house when %vaves of mirth 

and luxury flowed incessantly. The melodious 

songs of the best dancing girls made the place 

sweeter But different ^was the case in the Amina 
Bagh w'here mirth was rather at a discount. Jahanara 
never spent nights here. She used to come to the garden 
in the afternoon and returned before^ dusk Since Taj 
Mahal’s death she discontinned her visits to this garden. 
But she came here for a day with ""the object of seeing 
Sailesh Ray' Roshenara who had no merriments at 
'^ome like her sister rolled in pleasures while in the 
garden house, but to day she had no sort of mirth and 
had no dancing girls wnth her. . It was only Fatema 
who had accompanied her and, no body else 

Gama was at the gate keeping in silent watch with 
his men ' The garden was surrounded by high walls 
.There was no other entrance to the garden except the 
front gate There was a beautiful , palace within ,this 
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handsome garden each chamber looking like a picture; 
The beauty of the place could be more imagined than 
desenbed. E\’ctythlng was grand magnificent and 
superb. The \shoIe palace ti'as perfumed with some 
divine exhilarating fragrance. Probably the poets 
paradise could not compare with this pleasure-garden 
in point of beauty 

Extremely anxious Roshenara looked while in 
the garden. Fatema was beside her but she had 
not the courage to ask her anything Gradually the 
sun tinged m gold set In the western sky gradually 
everytbins became dark the khojaji c&me and lighted! 
the lamps and so the beauty of the place Increased a 
thousand fold. 

Even then Roshenara was absent minded leaving 
upon the bolster in a reclining posture. Fatema had 
placed before her the jewelled beteltray but the pnneess 
took no notice of It At this bme the sound caused 
by palki bearers while carrying passengers fell upon 
her ear The princess got startled and simultaneously 
her beautiful eyes fired up She took a betel and SurU 
and wifed offher face with the perfumed handkerchief 
lying by her side. 

The bearers put down a covered palld in front of 
the palace and went outside the garden. From the 
nature of the conveyance It could reasonably be presumed 
that the wife of a big personage must have come to 
see the princess, but lo 1 It was not a woman but an 
elderly Musualman with a long beard probably some- 
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Omrao of high position.' Having stared an anxious 
look all around he went into the chamber in quick 
steps 

The_ man who came in was about sixty but from 
his physique it was ^evident he possessed enormous 
strength ' Even at that age he could easily stand as 
a \varrior in a battle-field. 

In the first chamber Fatema was awaiting his arrival. 
As soon as he made his appearance, Fatema accosted 
him with due respect to come in , adding that the 
princess was waiting for him Without saying a word 
the Mogul followed Fatema and when she came up 
to the princess’ chamber, she asked him to go right 
in and then went away. The new comer looked around 
as he went inside and made his obeisance' ;to the 
pnncess , j 1 , , 

Roshenara addressed him, — , 

“Take your seat, Sardar Sahib. I have summoned 
you on, an urgent business.” 

Having taken his seat tlie Mogul said, — , , 

Is there any chance of anybody’s coming to know 
that I have been here ?” , , ■ . 

t ; -i 1 l 

“ Khan Sahib, everybody not excluding my khoja 
Gama is under the impression tliat your daughter is 
coming to , see me here in this garden from the house 
of the Mogul commander But the fact that you ,have, 
been here is known to Fatema only. Her you could; 
safely trust ” returned Roshenara • , . , ' r, 

Husain Khan the general replied,— , - , , 
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‘^Tbcn I unddratand that there Tvould be a senousi 
row when people vroald come to know I have been 
here.** 

b thferc anyother body within the garden ?‘ It 
seems that there ia a sound of foot-atepa near the 
window ■ returned Husain Kham 

At this princess stood up saying she, too had 
hcarf that She added — ^ 

* I have left stnef orders with Gama not td allow* 
any body coming In- He has turned oiit the garfeners 
alsa Perhaps Fatema has gone that side aiSd hence 
her foot-4leps” 

The princess proceeded towards the window with 
liusain Khan at her hedi It was not so dark out 
side. The princess looked In all directions carefully 
but found no body Then she said It most be a jackal 
Now come and sit down. Rest asMircd Gama won t 
let any bddy come in." 

When both of them were seated the princess 
observed — ’ 

"Sardar Sahib sdrcly >x>u dont wish the decline 
of the Mogul empire.'’ 

« Certainly not Which Mogul \mild wish that ? 
\ra3 the emphatic reply 

” Shbiild Dara sit on Ibc throne that wodld mean 
decline 6f 'the Mogul empire. ' He Is a Hindu and so 
his ' mflubnSal frlendi Jdsobaht Slngfi Joy Singh 
and Raj Singh would b^ vfrtdallj^ speaking the lords 
of the realm. Wduld ihoy not ?" ^ 
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“ In all probability, they would ” ' ^ ' 

“ Is It desirable, then ?” ' ^ i 

“By no means Brother Aurangzeb is the most 
intelligent of all* '.Whatever he has .decided must be 
in ‘the interest of the Mogul empite He is a fakir 
and so my persuasions could not induce him to sit 
on ’ the throne This much he has promised that he 
would help Murad to secure the throne and would 
give him the best possible advice from behind through , 
the midst of- religious culture He is an orthodox 
Muhamedan/ Now if you care to see that the 
Muhamedan empire remains intact, should you not * 
listen to what he says ?” 

“Princess’ You say nothing but proper. Dora’s 
accession to the throne or Jasabant' Singh's accession 
is all the same to us No Mogul or Musalman in the- 
ttue sense of tlie Word would like it ” 1 ' . j 

" Then you consent to expouse Aurangzeb's cause," 
questioned Roshenara in a tone of Excitement ' ' 

“ In the event of a war, Mogul and Musulmans 
ought' to side \vith Aurangzeb. The Rajpute should 
be crushed down or the Muhamedan empire would be ' 
extinct” replied the general. ' ' 

Why ‘m the event of war’ ? The war is ine\itable 
Aurangzeb has started from the South We have 
regular communication, with each other ’’ returned the 
princess 

“ I believe so. But meanwhile crafty J'asobant Singh 
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IS trying to ckalan Murad to GutraL rejoined 
Hosaln Khan. 

‘ It IS but idle to expect that” , 

The hckle-mlnded Impulsive Murad hm forgot 
.about the Dehll throne. Jio is dmply infatuated to 
Tvin the girl as his wife. I have heard from a reliable 
source that Jasobant Singh had sent an ambassador 
<>ver to him. Murad has promised before that man 
to give up all hostile feelings towards father or brother 
only if he wins that giri as he is averse to strifes 
assuring also that ifquor is his alldnialJ and he would 
make for Gujrat without creating any disturbance” 
re-assured Hussain Khan. 
jRoshenara said In a laugh 

" Jasobant Singh thinksihimsclf to be very shrewd 
He tidoka of duping simple-hearted Murad with 
false hopes. But what arc we for ? With the 

most scrutimsiDg search Jahanara has not come 
-to know the whereabouts of that missing girl 
Ha-ha I Jasobant Singh would put that girl 
into ^Murad's hands and then send him over to 
Gujrat.” t 

Husain Khan said m a solemn tone — 

" Princess ? I have learnt from a reliable source 
4hat the girl In question is m Jasobant Singh s hand ” ^ 
Roshenara ex<0aimed In extreme surprise, — 

' In Jasobant Sfrgh s hands 1 Absurd 
“ I can t tell you for certain. As far as I have 
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come to know of it, Pm inclined to believe that the 
poor girl has fallen into Jasobant’s hands” returned 
Husam IQian 

Roshenara exclaimed twice 01 thrice, — 

" A new story > quite a new story 1 ” 

Then she burst out with an emotion, — 

" If It be the fact, well and good Jahanara loves 
her as her own daughter and with her .loss she has 
been sorely anxious Towards her search she has been 
moving heaven and earth Knowing all this the wicked 
Jasobant has kept the girl confined only to make her 
over to Murad If Jahanara comes to be enlightened 
with this fact, no body would be allowed to stay in 
the Mogul Court, be it Jasobant or any other person 
Now Sardar S^hib, are you sure of it ?’’ 

“ I can’t tell you for certain but only guess 
From the manner with which Jasobant Singh is 
negotiating with Prince Murad, it seems that he 
has got the girl within his clutches It could not be 
joke,” returned Husain Khan 

“ A strange story indeed ' This thing has never 
struck us If the girl has really fallen into Jasobant’s 
hands, she must be at his palace at Agra, rejoined 
Roshenara. 

“ No, not that. She is not there, on enquiry I have 
come to know” re-assured Husain Klhan 

“ Sardar Sahib, you surprise me ? An undreamt- 
of story ? I remarked one day that the girl in ques- 
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tlon would be the cause of danger within the Mogul 
Court I now I find this la going to prove two strange 
story — really strange. ’ 



CHAPTER III. 


COMPENSATION FOR TREACHERY 

There was silence for anvhile. The princess broke 
-the ice saying, — 

“ Either the girl is in the hands of Jasobant Singh 
or not, there would be a great conflagration when 
Jahanara would be convinced of this. And should 
the Rajput chief desert Dara, there would be little 
liope for him to secure the throne and so this would 
mean a sure success to us ” 

“We ought not to give the publicity to it until we 
^re fully satisfied” returned Husain Khan. 

‘ I will give the matter my best consideration 
JRoshenara is not the person to move so easily 
Meanwhile I must make enquiries whether the girl is 
really in Jasobant Singh’s hands. I have -got spies 
-all over, so that "there is no hiding from me.” 
•re-assured Rosheiiareu 

“ Everyone knows you to be the second Nurjahan ” 
returned the general 

“ Nurjahan was all selfishness whereas the reverse 
IS the case with me What I have been doing is 
-all for dear brothers, Murad and Aurangzeb also for 
the sake of Muhamedan religion and empire Surely 
•God would shower His best blessings upon me/’ 
observed the princess 
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While saying all this Roshenara s \'oice grew sad, 
AIJ on a sudden she changed her voice and added 
in a soft tone, — 

Then you consent to take our ride, Sardar Sahib. 

I cannot give mj consent ycL Just see I have 
been eating emperor Shah Jahans salt over four 
decades. To be plain I shall be the last [person to 
accede to your proposal and unless and until there 
•would be some special Inducement' replied Husain 
Khan. 

fc When Murad becomes the emperor you would be 
bedaubed with the title Kkoju KJuxnanJ' 

This humble self is practically commander-in 
chief though not a Khan* thanan,^ 

You would become a Sobedar and you would have 
from the treasury as much money as you aant over 
and above, you would receive the highest title from tfie 
Imperial Court, I warrant >oa. 

But when Dara becomes the emperor I should have 
all these also without proving false with him. Dara 
bong the eldest son the throne is his Icgallj Then 
why should I betray the confidence only to get all what 
I codid by espousing his cause 

At this Roshenara assumed a grave appearance. She 
observed in a soft tone, — 

What more do you want ? Whoever sits on the 
throne, cannot possibly give you more than what 1 
promise you. She added rather In a taunt — 

Do you aspire after the Imperial throne then ?" 
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“ What a question ' I’m not so, audacious When 
there’s a talk of bargaining, I had better be plain and 
frank , “I am emperor’s commander-in-chief. You want 
me to side with Aurangzeb with all my troops during 
war This must have a consideration value as the i/ork 
is extremely, responsible and serious and the price 
must be in accordance with the seriousness of the task,” 
“ Let me hear what the price is " 

The price is nothing more than your ownself For 
a long time I have loved you from the core of my heart 
I’m prepared to prove myself most treacherous and thus 
go to the dogs only if I can have you. Just swear 
that you would marry me I also swear that I would 
join Aurangzeb’s party with all the troops 

Upon this Roshenara’s ' face became reddened 
Roshenara was no longer a young lady, but was rather 
advanced in years It was only the Omniscient God 
who knew what feelings had buoyed up within 
Roshenara’s mind at that time. But she controlled 
herself and said in a smile, — 

" My physical frame is nothing compared with 
Muhamedan religion and Muhamedan empire I shall 
feel gratified if I could be of any use towards the 
execution of this noble deed ” 

Elated with joy Husain Khan exclaimed, — 

“ When you are graciously pleased to consent to my 
proposal, this humble self also consents to yours ” 

“ It requires great good fortune to have a husband 
of ‘your stamp, especially when my material body 
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presen*es Mahamedan religion and empire" was thc- 
v)ft reply 

Husain Khan now explained with vehemence — 

“ I also pledge myself to hdp Amangxeb to ait orr 
the throne.” 

Bat he said to himself — 

Let the marriage take place first and then Husain 
Khan and nobody else, would bo the emperor and you 
would be the second Nur}ahan 

Brother Aaraogxeb fa but a FaJdr and he would 
be the last person to give up hfa religious propensities 
returned the princess. 

Never mind There It fa Murad who stands next 
was the emphatic reply 

Roshenara stretched out her hand saying — 

' Sardar Satdb just swear touching my hand. 

At this Hosam Khan bdd Roshenara a hand which 
abaraed in softness the softest butter and outright an 
electric thril passed through his body Then he snore 
to prove treacherous In tbc name of God Prophet the 
Koran — In fact in tbc name of everything that was held 
sacred It was the wickedness of these Impious 
men which has brought about the extinction of the 
Muhamedan empire in India. 

Roshenara with her ever fascinating smile took 
away her hand from that of the g en er al adding — 

I have also sworn that I would marry you when 
the war would be ovte 

Husain Khan questioned in a sad tone, — 
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“ Not l>cforc the unr ?’* 

" Rcforc? tmpO'^Mble. D.irav.oukl ‘?tand in the way” 
\\an Uic rtph 

” You are right " 

" The marriage will laKo place with Muracl'<? accc^x- 
sion to the throne 

" What wiU become of tlic emperor, then 

'* He m hi*; illnc-v*; cannot look after *;tatc afTair'^ 
He will remain ns he is” 

With these wor<ls* Roshcnari stood up and said, — 

" Snrdnr Sahib This \cry night I have to give 
some instructions to a certain person as to our future 
proceedings Now I wish you good bye.” 

Sardar Sahib exclaimed with an emotion, — 

“ All right my sahav:s ” 

Then the princess addressed him, — 

“Just go within the falKi. The bearers will be here 
soon " 

^ At this Husain Khan went into the conveyance. 
Fatema called the bearers in. When the Sardar had 
left, Roshenara exclaimed wiUi a choked voice grinding 
her teeth, — 

“ Crying for the moon ? wliat insolence 1” 

On entering the room Roshenara ordered Fatema 
to bring a cup of liquor with which the bandi readily 
complied. The princess never took liquor before the 
public, otherwise she would not have pulled on well 
with Aurangzcb who was averse to liquor. ' 
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Having done fuU justice to the cup Roshcnara took 
a betel saying — 

' Fatema, hercs a bjl of welcome news.’ 

Quite surprised Fatema looked at her mistress fece 
saying, — 

What s that wdcome news, pray ? I shall be quite 
rejoiced to hear it“ 

My marriage, old as I am " replied the princess 
in a laugh. 

”\Vhat do you mean ? your mamage ** 

Convulsed with laughter Roshcnara returned — 
What? Am I destined to die virgin ?* 

'* Not that princess. Certainly you are not past the 
age of marriage on the contrary It is, a wonder that 
you have not thought of marriage so long ’’ 

It is time that the wonder would come to an end.** 
Who would be that fortunate fellow to win 
such a jewel pray Y* 

Husain Khan — the commandcr-in-chief of the 
MoguL” 

With evidened eyes Fatema ejaculated — 

You mean that old scamp ?” 

Am I too young for him eh ?' 

At this stage Gama came with the news — 

HIngan Khan at the door ” 

Then the princess addressed Gama, — 

Send HIngan here. Soc that no one enters within 
Roshcnara addressed Fatema — 

You just go to the other room- Keqj close by “ 
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Instantly Fatema left the place and Hingan made 
his appearance and began kurmshtng His condition 
was no better than a dog flogged by its master The 
princess turned away her face with hatred Hers was 
a face which was rather hard to decipher, especially by 
Hingan who was noted for his stupidity. 

The princess now addressed him in her usual 
fascinating tone, — 

“ Just sit down, Hingan I have summoned you on a 
special business ’’ 

At these w’ords Hingan felt himself in an ecstasy. 
Having laughed a pleasant laugh he replied 

“ This devoted slave is always ready to serve at 
your feet” s 

Without heeding Hingan’s w^ords the princess inter- 
rogated, — 

" What can you do for me ?” 

" I can lay down my life for you.” was the emphatic 
reply 

Roshenara said in a laugh, — , ' 

“ Your life is not so valuable But for all that I 
don’t wish your death. I simply want to know if you 
are prepared to hear what I would order you ” 

" I will carry out your orders to the very letter ” 

Will you ? Are you sure of that ?” 

More than sure ” ' 

“ Do you know that Bengali ?” 

" Too well, Oh ? How much I have pleaded for 
him But I must call him treacherous” ' ' 

1 
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" Yoa must have heard be Is now LalTs right hand 
' I bavo just now heard he has been appointed com- 
mander of the Rajput soldiers. Wonder how he has 
influenced I.ali Sahib.” 

With a greater gravity Roshenara replied — 

” We have no business to enquire how he has be^ 
wme rich so suddenly Now it Is for you to see that 
the Rajputs turn him out" 

At these words Hlngan Khan ran his fingers through 
his hair He replied — 

** How is that possible V 
Roshenara gave a frown saying — 

As you were at friends with this Bengali at one 
tlmCtyoa must try to secure bis friendship agaia But }va 
mutt tell the Rajputs that it was the height of disgrace 
to them that they had a weaJc Bengali as their general 
Wdl I can t tutor you every thing nor have I got the 
time for It I hope you would be able to do this. 
The thing is that the Rajput ears must be poisoned 
and the Bengali must be turned out and in case of 
emergency both be "and Laii must be removed Now 
tell me If you arc up to ail this otherwise I must engage* 
some other person remember ” 

Hearing of thLi uT>-dreamt-of proposal from the Ups 
of the princess the weak minded Hingan Khan was 
quite bewfldered. For a while he paused and remained 
silent like a dumb statue. 

Finding Hingan In such a listless mood Roshenara 
added In a stentorian voice*— 
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‘'Don’t you hear my word';, >ou fool, or that jou 
can’t believe in what I say ? Wiat ha\c jou got to say ^ 
Do you want anything by way' bak slices ? If so 

speak out You shall have w’hat y’ou ask for ” 

Hingan was thinking within himself what reply he 
would make At these hard words he said to himself, — 

“ \\ hat a crucl-hcartcd woman ’ She is up to 
any'thing Whoever is desirous of getting rid of the 
divine brother Dara and his qualified son Lali Sahib 
can do anything to fulfil her motive. I ought not 
to keep silent Come what may', I must ask for a 
big reward ” 

"You stupid fellow' ? You keep silent y'ct demand- 
ed Roshenara. 

Hingan Khan replied trembling, — 

" What would be my reward, prlness ?” 

Roshenara returned in a disgusted tone, — 

“ Reward ! What reward you want ?’’ 

" The Subedar of Kashmere besides a lac of gold 
coins ” 

" I agree. But remember you shall be devoured by 
dogs if you fail in your task ’’ 

Saying this the princess left the place like an 
infuriated lioness 

Hingan Khan still sat there Then he withdrew 
thinking to himself what would be his fate in case he- 
failed |to achieve the work imposed on him 



CHAPTER IV 
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JASOBANT 3 TRICKS. 

As for aa amicable settlement of the fraternal 
quarrel there was not the gbost of a chance. It was 
even during the life time of the einperor that all the 
four princess were prqiaring themselves for wariare 
‘Over the Imperial throne. 

Murad had not gone to Goirat. At the defiance 
of the IropenaJ finnan be lay encamped at Malabar 
vrith his troops. He was not keen on the war but was 
.absorbed la his utual rerelries Dunng Ms lucid 
intervals he ordered — 

I most have that girl Ivshant be sorT> In the 
least if it costs the emperor hb life. 

Gul Bahar had got a firm hold into his brain he 
could not shake her off by any means frean his mmd 

But his general Told Khan was not sitth^ idle. 
The shrewd Aurangiebs letters to his brother Murad 
were nothing compared with those written to ToU 
Xhan. Every letter contained lots of inducement 
especially his promise to make Toki Khan Klumt 
Kbanan as he found no body else fit for that distin- 
_gui3hed title. 

Aurangrebs seductive vfles simply turned the head 
of the general. Whatever the prince Anrangxeb ordered 
him to do he carried out IDce a sworn slave. At his 
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orders he increased his troops though with great 
difficulty, along with it he tried his hard to win 
over the Rajpu t soldier to his side He also tried his 
best to create family dissension among the native 
chiefs by sending secret spies He never thought 
It necessary to inform Murad as to bis proceedings 
He informed Aurangzeb direct everything he had found 
necessary 

Aurangzeb had almost been to the Deccan, but he 
gradually got back towards Agra. Whatever soldiers had 
fallen in his way, he tried to win over , along with it he 
tried hard to persuade the Rajput rulers. During the 
Muhamedan rule no other shrewd and crafty politician 
was to be found like him. Considering his spiritual 
propensity everybody took him for a true religionist 
and so he was held in the highest esteem by the 
Muhamedans , even the Moulvis became his slaves 
They openly sang his praise and preached against 
Dara’s infidelity , the result waa he secured the highest 
influence among the Muhamedan society. It was rather 
doubtful how far he would have been successful in 
securing the esteem and confidence of the public if 
people had come to know his inward motive — it was 
nothing short of his aspiration for the Imperial throne 
through sheer hypocnsy > 

Aurangzeb had no great confidence in warfare as its 
result was, m his opinion, so uncertain. He looked 
upon stratagem as the surest weapon He knew full 
well that among’ the Rajput rulers there were three 
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^tahara]M ^\ho were verj pweiful and cxccrdscd great 
Influcnct Men JiJee Jawbant Singh of Matwar, Raj 
Singh of Mewar and Singh of Ambar were 
wimioi. c\*cn during the feign of Aktnr the Great So 
long o« thc^c pov.-crful men wtfc on Doras side, there 
was no chance of vHclor> to him therefore Aurangab 
tried hi* hard to bring them witldn his clutches but 
he fatted to attain his object though he mored 
heav’cn and earth o^tt Ic. T*hc Rajput chlds told him 
pointblank that it was the height of folly on hU part 
to commit such a hrinoas crime. As he was the root 
reuse of all this mental trouble to hU late fcther dur 
ng his life time, he would rcceire the same compliments 
t the hands of his eon*. Sin has its own retiibudon 
1 this m-orld sure estate. U was not the time to db> 
ass these matters at that time. The Rajput ch!e6 
poke plainly that they had eaten the emperor’s salt 
rtd so would not prove treacherous and that they 
rould not take part in that warfare on the contrary, 
3e> would rather extenninate the emperor’s enemies 
> the \'ery root 

It v.’zs therefore that Aurangieb bad to gi^'e up the 
ope of an} help from the Rajputs but he could not 
h'C up the hope of siting on the Imperial throne. Now 
icre were only two means of securing the throne, 
inc was to win over the Moguls on the emperor’s 
de to bis own sde which was not a very difficult 
thingi No body bad studied the Mogul character 
so well as he so by various inducements and 
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-persuations he tried to bring them under his^ control. 
We had seen already that his shrewd sister Roshenara 
liad become his chief help in this matter. 

It did not take Aurangzeb long to understand that 
It was not an easy task for him to win over tliose chiefs 
as they had eaten the emperor’s salt for over four 
decades Even an infuriated elephant would be swept 
away like grass in the river of aspiration which Aurang- 
zeb had cherished. Patricide or fratricide was no obs- 
tacle to him , in fact, the cruel and, heartless Aurangzeb 
did not scruple to cast a snare in order to make away, 
with his good brother Dara and his nephew Lali as their 
death would simply pave the way for him. He knew 
also that the Rajputs would not fight on behalf of his 
brothers Murad and Suja and then it would not be 
difficult to influence them with the grant of money or 
jaigir He began secret preparations attempting the 
life of Dara and Lali It was a thousand pities that 
Roshenara not only fanned the flame in this thrilling 
conspiracy but lent a free hand in this affair. This was 
-an ciffair unprecendented in the annals of history. 
Surely Aurangzeb would never have secured the throne 
but for Roshenara’s help. She was an evil genius of 
the Mogul empire and so was the root cause of its 
decline and, fall 

As for ,Suja, he was a practical man. The idea of 
the Imperial throne never entered his brain He had 
the high aspiration of extending the Mogul empire 
Avhile in Bengal , but as soon as he had heard of Murad 
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and Aunmgeb s action, he also advanced 'towards Agra. 
Three brothers from three different directions had been 
adrancing aiming at the Imperial throne whereas the 
Rajputs were standing like iron walls in their midst 
Amongst the Mogul Aurangxeb was second to none 

but amongst the Rajputs there was one soul who could 

cope with him- In point of intelligence, craftiness and 
political instinct he was Aurangreb s rival rather 
rior to him in some respects. If there was anj } 
under the sun whom Aurangreb dreaded it was 
Jasobant Smgh ruJer of Marwar Save and except 
him Aurangreb poob-poobed every souL 

We have come to know Jasobant s opmion alread) 
He had tried his utmost that the cunning and 
Aurangreb did not sit on the throne, espei^y as e 
bad a positive hatred towards the Hindus. He became 
very Tpiciou, oi the Mogul soldiers Aerefore he 
played a trick Uke the wily Aurangreb. One da> he 
came to see Murad in his camp in person 

An unxlreamt^aflair He came_^ 
with only a couple of faithful wamors. 
hto for a common Ra)[nit sddicr or amba^or bat 
when they had come to kno^ho be ^ 

gveat sensation all over The same ^ 

whom Aurangreb bad tried hard to ge^ ^ 

ches-a fact not unknown to Murad-^ 

campunsolkited And so he was accorde^e 

r::^tlon as soon as Told Khan came « ^ 

^ntly a word was sent to Murad. The pnnee 
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•tened to the spot stopping his jollities ,On his 
-apearance Jasobant Singh embraced him endearingly 
like a brother i 

Murad invited Jasobant Singh to his own camp 
Having talked over this and that Jasobant spoke out 
the object of his call saying, — 

“Prince ' after a deliberate consideration we come to 
decide that it is you who ought to sit on the Imperial 
throne after our emperor inasmuch as you possess all 
the qualifications for becoming the emperOr 
Elated with joy Murad replied, — 

“ You say all tills out of extreme aflTecton Brother 
Aurangzeb holds the same opinion but I dont thihk so ” 
Jasobant Singh laughed in his sleeve sayings, — 

“ I don’t say all this out of flattery. You know 
we hail from the hills and so are not so artful We 
don’t understand wily words nor do we use such, Let 
me explain why 1 consider you to be the fittest pefson 
for the throne As for Dara, he is neither a Hindu 
nor a Muhamedan, and so he is not fit to be the em- 
peror , in fact with his accession the Muhamedans would 
in all probabhty stir up a rebellion I proposed for the 
establishment of a Hindu empire, but to that there are 
a thousand obstacles as it might result in family quairel 
amongst us , consequently the proposal of mine was 
set at naught As for Aurangzeb he is a Fakir , his case 
is therefore out of the question , as for Suja he has a 
positive hatred tow'ards the Rajputs and so he cannot 
possibly secure our sympathy Considering all tliose 

3 
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facts wc have decided to elect j-on as our would'be 
emperor 

Murad was about to leap with joy but Uie controlled 
hlmsdf eayiag — 

** I’m ever Indebted to you. Who does n t know 
that the Rajputs are the tct) pillars of the Imperial 
throne." 

** But the thing Is — we have all eaten the emperor’s 
salt and so we don t wish to see a riot over the throne 
during his life time," replied Jasobant Singh. 

Nor do we wish" was the emphatic reply 

‘ There s another reason why a riot is not desirable 
nov A dlstnrbance wooW lead to a terrible war Para 
would be the last person to part with the throne without 
bloodshed Just as Roabenara is your help Jabanara 
is his help. And remember she possesses unbounded 
po^ver and Influence’’ added Jasobant Singh 

Now what do you advise me at this s^ge ? We 
are prepared to abide ~by yonr instructions at this 
critical juncture.” 

Jasobant Singh said with a laugh — 

Pnnee 1 Just take our advice. Let the war be 
postponed for the present Let the marriage take 
place first of all And then well take your side If 
a war is necessary to set j-oa on the throne.” 
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BETWEEN TWO CRAFTY MEN 

Not having understood the mysterious words of the 
Rajput hero Murad looked at his face surprised 
saying,— ’ 

“Manvar Raj, I can’t make the head or the tad of 
what you mean ” 

“I don’t see why you can’t. It is so easy, besideSi 
not a new thing with you” replied Jasobant Singh 

The Marwar ruler who was expert in Ijdng 
returned, — 

“On two conditions Dara is ready to w^ive his 
claim to the throne ’’ 

“Ready to ^va.lve his claim ?” ejaculated the prince 
with surprise. 

Laughing in his sleeve the Marwar Raj re- 
turned, — . ' 

“Well just as the one is a Fakir, the other is s; 
philosopher The one wants to spend his days m the 
culture of religion, the other is anxious to study Hiitdit 
Philosophy with a Hindu saint. This evidently goes 
to show that Dara also is not anxious for the throne 
like Aurangzeb but looks after affairs at the pressing: 
request of his old father.” ^ 
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Both of them are greatmcn and are not hankerers 
after worldly pleasures. 

Right — ho Should you create no disturbance 
during the hfe-tune of the emperor he would give you 
the throne with the greatest alacnty returned 
Jasobant Singh, 

m far from giving pain to my fathersmmd I 
shall be the last person to do this.” replied Murad 
with emotions. 

Dara has also ?wom that be would not sit on the 
throne. He would like to see that you jIt on the 
throne. 

“What s the other condition ?* 

Jahanara most be won over Dara would not 
do any thing which would pain her “ 

Sister Jahanara does not like us. That Is our 
misfortune.” 

“There B no lamenting the past Now she must be 
won over ” returned Jasobant Slogh 

*Tell me how she could, I U followed j-our advice. 
Jasobant Singh said laughing — 

1 was driving at that raarriage. 

Manvar Raj what are your ^vlshe3 ? Speak plain, 

1 don t understand you dcarl> ” 

you do understand to some extent The foresee- , 
mg Aurangieb said the same thing which I am going 
to tell you Jahanara lores a girl with all her heart 
Should you marf> the girl you would be the princess 
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son-in-law and so all troubles would be over” returned 
Jasobant Singh. 

"This was the adiice w^hich Aurangzeb alsoga\e 
me I sent my proposal to the emperor, but instead 
of granting my prayer he sent troops against me and 
to be plain, I feel \ery much humiliated. Am I not 
worthy of winning even a bandi as my wufe I don’t 
aspire after the Imperial throne, especially I am averse 
to enter into any Avarfarc during the emperor’s lifetime 
and to thus give him pain Now’ all these military 
preparations are intended for winning the girl in 
question Should I not have her easily, the war must be 
the result” observed Murad 

I t 

/Prince, you are mistaken to think that way There 
was no objection from any side regarding the marriage 
in question , on the contrary, it would have been a 
stroke of fortune But the day your proposal was put 
the night previous to that the giri disappeared mysteri- 
ously, and since then there hds been no clue to her 
Avhere abouts” rejoined Jasobant Singh 

"Is the emperor under the impression then T have 
kidnapped the girl' ?” questioned Murad 

“On the girl’s disappearance the princess (Jahanara) 
became almost frantic with grief and so your proposal 
was looked dowm upon at that time Everybody 
thought that you must have stolen her away and hence, 
so much tumult and agitation Now that the wrong 
impression has been removed, there would be no rhole 
objection to your proposal. She has now consented 
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to the marriage only to avoid bloodshed and fraternal 
quarrel also that it would relieve old emperor from his 
mental paind 

But there has been no clue to the girl s where- 
aberats.* 

"Well talk over that later on. Your accession to 
the throne would give Jabanara pJeasure and not pain ” 
‘Brother Aumngzeb gave me this advice.” 

He Is the wisest man amongst us. It is quite 
jutural that he would give xis good advice." 

I'm quite ready to many this girl It is only for 
ns to secure her now “ 

Fortunately I have come to know her whereaboats. 
"Have you ? Has she returned to the Rang Mahal 
then ?” 

No, she has n t No body but myself knows her 
whereabouts. Had Dara and Jahanara got her back, 
thty would have Informed you about it with the 
greatest pleasure.” 

"Where’s that girl now 
She Is at my capital m Jodhpur 
Extremely surprised Murad questioned, — 

"At your capital la Jodhpur ?” 

Jasobant Singh said laughing — 

Prince, Im the main epring of every thing— be It 
peace or trar Don t yoo find I might set yon bn the 
throne, witboat any trouble U I choose," 

1 m fully aware of your kindness. I m always 
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prepared to act up to your advice.’* was the modest 
^ reply 

“Then you will have to go to Jodhpur ” 

“In Jodhpore/’ exclaimed Murad in extreme 
surprise 

“May I not have the fortune of having the dust of 
your sacred feet in my capital ?” said Jasobant in a 
laugh 

“What a question, what would be more delightful 
than to go to your capital ?” 

“In this a long-looked for aspntion would be ful- 
filled You must have heard your father (Prince) 
Khuram) was bedaubed with the title of Emperor Shah 
Jahan in Mewar ” 

“Yes, it IS a known fact Virtually speaking, it was 
the Rajputs who set my father on the throne ” 

“Now it is Mewar’s turn. It is desired that your 
marriage takes place in my capital and that you be 
proclaimed as emperor there 

“ I have not the least objection to this 
“ I have won over the emperor, Prince Dara and 
Princess Jahanara in fact every one. , 

“ You are the prop and pillar of the Mogul t^irone , 
Who would not comply with your request ?” ' 

“ Then surely you have no objection to your going 
to Jodhpore towards this sacred performance,” 

< “ Not the least ” ^ 

“Then every thing is settled Don’t you delay then 
Just break up the camp and start for Marwar I in- 
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■vited the empcrcA" on this occasion but his oJIqcss 
stands in the «*ay conseqaentiy Pnnee Dara and 
Princess Jahnftam caii t leave hicQ bthincL** 

Man\'Br Raj, hon did the girJ Jea>e the Rang^ 
hlabal and as far as Jodhpore ?” 

“ U IS alorig stoT) Yon will hear everything from 
her direct” retnmed Jasobant Singh- 

Then he added laughing — i 

Only know how the girl feds extremely rejoiced 
that you would many her Other things you would 
hear when you go to Jodhpore. I have invited' Arabar 
Mev.*ar Kota, Bundl Bikanir Jaialmir and othfer 
Rajput rulers. We all start for Rajpntana tcHmorrow 
So there would be no more warfare. Therefore ^^e 
need nt stay here any longer Tho emperor has 
granted us pcrraUsion to start'’ 

" I also start to-day' was the emphatic 'reply 
Yes, do so by all means. It h not for the Uise to* 
shlllj'-shahy \ thousand obstacles might stand in the \7a> 

I wrote to Prince Aurangieb explaining everything Jly 
ambassador has returned from him. He has gii'cn full 
consent to our proposal and has started for the Deccan.. 
He Is^ a Artiir and so hates bloodshed * returned 
Jasobant Singh- 

‘ I start today repeated Murad. 

I leave now' then" rejoined Jasobant Singh 
Upon this Murad stood up with the words — 

•“Be kind to mfe. It is J^u^who would be the pillar^ 
df the Imperial thrdne when I become emptror^ 
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" Certainly” i 

With these words Jasobant Singh enbiaced the 
prince y ith affection and mounted his hoi se, Two of 
his faithful ministers present heard every thing without 
speaking a word Toki Khan who was also piesent 
kept silentj 

The three Rajputs came far off headed by -the luler 
of Jodhpur Hearing a half-articulated laugh behind 
the Rajput ruler turned back saying, — 

What makes you laugh, Sagar Mall ?” 

“ Maharaj, I can't restrain my laugh Now I 
understand the crafty shrewd Aurangzeb has been 
rightly served He is not fit to unfasten the latehet 
of your shoes’’ was the reply 

“ Maharaj, be pleased to pardon ‘me To speak the 
plain truth I feel ashamed at finding you telling such 
sheer lies” returned the other warrior 

Jasobant Singh said laughing, — 

“ My heroes, you must return the same compliments 
to the wicked as you receive from them — this is, what 
the scriptures enjoyin It is absolutely necessary to 
use a tissue of lies only if you want to keep the wicked 
Aurangzed in subjection ” 

“There’s not an atom of truth in what you have 
just stated before Murad Does it become of a Rajput i 
returned the other warrior 

“You are too silly In politics no such thing is to 
be thought of, especially in dealing with a black sheep” 
observed Jasobant Singh in a laugh 
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It IS >’cry probaWe that Murad has fully believed 
in your statement and would thui go to Jodhpore 
What would you do then ?* questioned Sagar Mali 
Until Aurangicb s fangs arc not broken Murad, 
would have to remain confined within the Rajput fort 
sore as fate** replied Jasobant Singh. 



CHAPTER VI. 
aurangzeb’s victory. 

For a long time the three Rajput hero'es wended on 
their journey, then the Manvar Raj suddenly looked 
hack saying, — 

“Why at my back, come to my sides” 

The two Rajput heroes responded at once Then 
the three went on riding side by side. Jasobant Singh 
now addressed Lakshan Singh, — 

“You are a hero and are quite expert in warfare, 
but you know nothing about polijtics , therefore 
you feel pained at my words. But just fancy with a 
false hope of the throne to the foolish Murad the wicked 
Aurangzeb is coming no wrest in co-operation with 
him the throne from father and brother. There would 
be a dreadful bloodshed , we who are on the emperor’s 
side are bound to defeat the wicked , but I have a 
great suspicion on the Mogul soldiers of tlie 
omperor ” - 

“Is there any grave reason for such suspicion on 
your part, pray ?” questioned Lakshan Singh 

“To speak the truth, I go so far as to suspect the 
■old general Hossain Edian ” 

“Impossible He has eaten the emperor’s salt for 
four decades and so treachery on his part is out of 
the question ” . 
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'ft would be all nght if it Is so But ^hat on earth 
could be the reason which led him and Aurangieb s 
*P} secret to Roshnera’s garden ? 

Rcall> ? who told you this ?* exclaimed both of 
them in a surprise. 

Josobant Singh said laughingly — ^ 

*Am I not ]usti6ed to engage spies ? 

To this none of the warriors said anything Jaso- 
bant Singh added — 

Isdw should the tw'o brothers be united they 
w’ould become stronger We ought to see, therefore, 
that they remain separated from each other and this 
Is simply why I mean to send Murad to the Jodbpore- 
fort There he would have no discomforts. 

That IB noChlag short of confinement then” ob- 
served Lakshan Singh. 

Jasobant Singh rejoined In a laugh — 

**In a way As long as the emperor is olive, the 
prince has to spend his day's In Marwar 

"J^Iaharaj You are asking for a great trouble'^ 
returned Sagar Mall 

There s no help for it Sagar Mall We have eaten 
the salt of the emperor whose Interest we ought to see 
by all means, 

"Certainly'’ was the simultaneous reply 
Jasobant Singh has no other intention I warrant 
you" returned Marwar ruler 

Then he added after a pause, — 

Don t y'ou think I-okshan Singh that I have told 
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Mui ad a tissue of lies I have told him .what would 
take place in the future and that has already come 
to pass ” 

“ Maharajj we can’t makfe out what you mean’’ 
observed both of them 

" What I have told Murad are lies, indeed, but they 
nvould prove too true in course of time ” 

“We caiijt make out’’ repeated both of them , 

Jasobant Singh said in a laugh, — 

“ What botheration ? A man like Aurangzeb can 
•not be checkmated at once, tlierefore a few tricks must 
always be ready in hand ” 

“ We can’t make the head or tail of it” was the 
‘Same reply. 

“ You sutpnse me ' I can, however, prevent this 
Warfare even with the marriage in .question. I have 
-reserved this trick also, 

“ Do you know the whereabouts of this girl ?” 
demanded both of them 

“ Do you think it is a very difficult thing ?” 

“ Even with a scrutinising search the princess has 
not come to know her whereabouts” returned_both the 
warriors 

s t t * 

“ Do you think the princess is second. to none ? 

‘Not so Do you think Murad would cool down 
in the event of this marriage taking place ? rejoined 
the warriors 

“ Very probably. He is^ not so anxious to become 
the emperor. Wine and women are all in all to him. 
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I dare say he i\-ould go to Jodhporc. M> object Is not 
to confine him, I want to get him mamed to this 
girl only with the object of mniiling him Shoald I 
not succeed In my attempt his confinement ought to be 
resorted to. The princess should under no drcums- 
tances be allowed to enter Into bloodshed while the 
emperor is alive.’ 

But every thing depends npon the recorcry of the 

girl** 

” Rest assured that the girl must be fer r e tt ed out’* 
With these r^-ords Jasobant Singh assnmed a look 
which be spoke that he had known more about the girl 
than anj body else and that be was not willing to 
divulge it then They said nothing but simply followed 
the Marwar ruler 

Josobant Slngb, too said nothing but gallopped off 
towards his camp In a pensive mood. Hero Murad 
ordered his camp to bo broken up but bis general 
TokI khan hesitated. Finding him m such an attitude 
the prince demanded — 

Now tell me what are your wishes onl> don t 
prove an obstacle to my jovialities. 

Prince, Jasobant Singh should not be trusted ’ 
replied Toki khan ” 

Murad looked at Us face with a surprise and 
demanded 

why not y 

" All the Rajputs are on Dara s aloe and mimical 
towards the Moguls. Should you go to Jodhpur now 
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Jasobant Singh might pro\c an enemy, especially 
Aurangzeb docs not wish you to lca\c this place He 
is coming here from the Deccan ’’ 

“ But he has advised me to marry the girl" 

" I know, but Jasobant Singh cannot be trusted," 

“ Could we not trusted Rajput, Eh ?” 

" Jasobant Singh is not like the other Rajputs " 

“ What’s your openion, then 

" You ought not to move an inch from here until 
prince Aurangzeb arri\C‘’^* 

" Well, that means warfare I am not for bloodshed ” 
" I think Jasobant Singh has given me good 

advice ’ 

Here IS his ambassadar Just see what he 
writes ’’ 

At this juncture a horseman happened to come 
in breathless haste and halted. 

His horse was foaming all over It was evident from 
his look he must have come from a far-off place 

In a trice he dismounted Having htrntshcd the 
prince with profound respects, he handed over a letter 
to Murad The letter ran thus, — 

“ Don’t trust any body Stay where you are with- 
out moving an inch. I will join you soon, 

Aurangzeb 

Toki khan observed, — 

“ Just see Aurangzeb endorses the same opinion as 
myself 

The prince remarked rather disgusted, — 
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I find >ou are going to <cdng ra^ marragc frustrated. 
A)1 troubles would have been mrr on the perfornumee 
of thU marragc and I would have been the Emperor 
in course of lime. Now I find ev'cry thing is spoUt- 
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At the time when Jasobant Singh was, busy inducing 
IMurad to go to Jodhpore, Hingan Khan came to see 
Sailesh in the new house He found Ganga Rain 
■sitting on the verandah and enjoying a smoke. He 
-enquired of the servant, — 

“Where is Babu Sahib ?’’ 

Gangaram spoke not a word Hmgan Khan lost his 
temper easily Finding Gangaram silent he felt him- 
self insulted. So he raised his voice enquiring, — 

“Is the Balbu Sahib m ?” 

Gangaram looked towards him in anxiety , tlien 
having put his hands on both ears he replied in the 
negative. 

Hingan said to himself, — 

“The fellow seems to be deaf" ‘ 

Then he repeated the question with a very loud 
voice, — 

“Where is Babu Sahib ?” 

Gangaram ^ave the same answer 

Then Hingan Khan came , close to Gangaram and 
spoke out. Again the same response. 

Hingan now said, — 

“The begger has been totally deaf. The Babu is 

] 

4 
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not probably m otherwise h* would surely have heard 
my voice. What bothcrabon I Let me see If the fellow 
has got IJqaor In stock.” 

With these words Hmgan prepared to go within 
W'hen Gangaram rose in a hurry and blocked his way 
Finding him doing so Hingan Khan exclaimed — 
"What botheration 1 What does the begger sa) ?■ 
But I most wait till the Babu comes back 
Don t go In please. The ladles arc Inside. 

Ladles Inside I Where are ladles come from 
exclaimed Hingan with surprise. Then he spoke out 
with a louder voice-— 

"Has Babu Sahib manled ? Service and marriage 
both at the same bme f 

At this stage Pandayji spoke from behind — 

Khan Saheb I What makes you burst out 
'This fellow has been totally deaf and can t hear 
what I say replied Hingan with disgust 

‘What’s the good of buretlog out then ? EMdentI> 
the Babu is not in or he would have seen us >our voice 
could be heard from the other side of the Jumna. 
Now let us wait for him. He will return soon tc- 
turned PandavjL 

Yes I was going to wait here. The fellow does 
not allow us to go In saying the Zenana ^is In" relumed 
Hingan Khan. 

"Zenana 1 observed Pandayji In a surprise. 

Yes that’s what he says.” 

Marriage and service go together I 
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"Now he is a married man, it is no wonder he has‘ 
kept a Baiji (up-country woman)” 

'' "It would be all right in that case for the jollities 
would go in full swing.’’ 

"The fellow is now the general of one thousand 
soldiers It is I who prevailed upon the princess to do it ” 

“We won’t let him off unless we have a share ” 

9 

"Well, if he does not give us a share, there are 
means enough , other persons would give us thousands 
' of gold coins.” 

"Shut up. We must speak in a whisper 

He could not hear me though I was at the top of 
my voice ” 

"I don’t understand you a bit who offers gold 
coins ” 

"The princess herself. The begger must be removed 
anyhow ” 

"And what for ? You just now said she has given 
him a job,” 

"There is the fun It is very difficult to go into th^ 
whims of the princess We shall be veritable lords 
if we can finish this work, but you must help me.” 

'But why my help ?” You could finish it yourself” 

“No friend, it is not for me to do that You are an 
expert in this You have taken it up , we ivill go 
shares ” 

"It is no easy task How much will they give ?” 

"A lac of gold coins.” 
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Good grsCToua I So much for this work. 

Oh yon fool \ Could it be so much for this idiol ? 
He Is now at the head of Lali sahib’s Body guard. 
First ij^we will try to win him over If we succeed 
well aiKl good otherwise he must any how be removed 
and when the road is clear both father and son most 
be removed. 

Very very difficult Shut up. Here he comes.’’ 

At this stage Sallesh Ray happened to come Im 
Founding him both Hlngan and Pandayji sxtiaattud 
him with due respect, adding 
Gk)od morning Babu aahlh." 

But at then sight SaiJesb assumed a grave appear 
ance. What an inauspickrus moment he must have met 
them ! He now began to think seriously how he could 
get nd of these fellows and said nothing — 

Yet the rc^es could not go into his heart. Pandayji 
said laughing — 

Jubt fancy what friendly feelings we entertain 
towards you. You could not have secured such a high 
post but for Hlngan Khan s help. 

Saileah rophed In a grave tone, — 

I did not secure the post through Hingan interfe- 
lence. 

Upon this Hin^n assoiued a peculiar expression of 
the &CC and said in a laugh — 

A veritable iron age I Very well we admit what 
you say We congratulate our friend on hu success In 
obtaining such a big post * 
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“We congratulate him The more as he has brought 
Zervana” observed Pandayji 

Sailesh Ray exclamed with surprise, — 

“Zenana !” 

Hingan Khan replied in a laugh, — 

“We are not going to snatch away your thing. Why 
do you keep us in the dark then ?” 

Sailesh questioned,' — 

“Who told you that t had got ladies in the house ?” 
“That deaf servant of yours • 

My deaf-servant What do you mean ?” 

Hingan Khan replied in disgust, — 

“I had to speak to him in such a high voice that it 
has brought a pain in the abdomen The fellow is 
extremely deaf ” 

Sailesh Ray looked at his servant’s face in a sur- 
prise. He knew what stuff Ganga Ram was made of. 

From his manner, Sailesh understood that Ganga 
Ram was making fun with these two rogues He 
laughed within himself , but he knew nothing as to the 
dreadful news he had gathered in the simulation of a 
deaf man In order to drive them out he only said, — 
“I am very busy just now I shall have to go to the 
Fort immediately ” 

But the importunate devils would not let him oft' 
Hingan Khan whispered into his ear 
“A lac of gold coins ” 

Sailesh Ray said in disgust , — 

“All coins you might take, I don’t care.’’ 
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Hingan Khan sai(^ in a horse laugh — • 

"What a fool you arc I You arc but a child 
Don t for Heaven s sake, throw off good lucki A lac 
of gold coins you would havd. A share of your se rv i ce 
we might have, but I don t expect aD these. Just yim 
us in this. 

Sfuleah Ray relied m a grave tone, — 

Just excuse me. I dont like to be on friendly 
terms with you any more.** 

At this Hingan burst out laughing — what a fool f 
Pandtyji thundered forth — 

Indeed 1 Now we are no body to you inasmuch 
as you are a general But don t think you can get rid 
of my hands so easily I have followed you from 
that ias off Benares. I have seen many a faithless per 
son but not one like you " 

Sailesh Ray burst into a 6t of fury He was In- 
clined to kick the frilow out of the room but it flashed 
upon his mind at once he should not enter into any 
quarrel with any person at this stage and so he coo- 
troiled himself He was going to leave the place with- 
out any word but Pandayji stood in his way At this 
Saflesh questioned — 

Noiv what do you ^vant ?" 

A share** was the reply 
Of what** was the query 
A share of your service** was the rejoinder 
Is It yon who helped me in obtaining the service ?** 
demanded Sai l es h . 
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“I don’t knew whether we did” replied the unfortu- 
-nate fellow. 

Sailesh had never befen in such a fix before. Now 
lie felt he had fallen into the hands of a veritable rogue 
of Benares from whose clutches it was not easy to get 
but of But now he was at the Head of a thousand 
soldiers and prince Lali sahib was his patron — and so 
there was no fear on his part. He said in a grave 
•tonCj — 

“I have not got a single farthing up to now. Just 
see me when I get something from the Durbar I will 
give you whatever I could and I don’t want to see your 
cursed face any more. 

Pandayji replied in a taunt,— 

“This cursed face was at one time a divine face to 
you Rest assured you shall not be allowed to get out 
of ours clutches. As for money you won’t have to 
earn It is we ivho will earn money Whatever we teU 
jj-ou to do, you must listen ” 

Heaven knew with what a difficulty Sailesh 
could controll his passions. Therefore he deman- 
ded, — 

“Now what are your wishes ?” 

“Both of us have nets in our hands The moment, 
these are cast, gold coins would fall into them, I 
warrant you’’ observed Pandayji 

“Now unriddle your riddle. I don’t understand” 
-returned Sailesh , 

“Yes-yes, rather hard to understand. You know, I 
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believe, Jahanaras pet daughter is missing rejoined 
Pandayju 

•'Yes, I kuou Bat what of that ^ 

And the person who would ferret her out or give a 
clue to hii whereabouts would be amply rewa rded by 
the princess replied Pandayjl 

‘Yes, I know shp has promised that said Sallesh- 

Supposlng 1 give her tbb mforniation. What 
could be my reward ?" demanded Pandayji. 

I can t tell exactly what sums you would get but f 
am sure it must be quite a big amount 

T>o you care to have a share out of this 

I don't care a farthing Say where the poor 
girl is ?" 

At first Safleah Ray was anxious to turn out these- 
rogues but now he felt himself quite bewildered 
bearing about the giri from these villains Inlact he 
could not contain hlmselC At this Pandayjl laughed a 
hoarse laugh and exclaimed. 

"Now you come to kno\v us 

Turning a deaf ear to the words of the villalo 
Sailcsh questioned — 

T>o you really know where the girl is staying at 
prcscht 7 

"Pandayjl is not the person to talk nonsense, 
remarked Pandaj’jk 

"If you tell me where she Is you i^l get an enor- 
mous sum of moncj 
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“Do you think I am such a fool as to tell ’ you that 
thing before payment ” 

“I could send the information to the princess 
through Lah sahib ’’ 

‘ Pandayji is not the person to go to the lock up 
and benumbed ” 

“Then how will you get the money from the 
princess ?” 

“You fool ’ Your co-operation is needed only 
for that” 

“My co-operation and why ?” 

“You must have the money first of all For 
Heaven’s sake, don’t give out my name As soon as 
the money comes to you, I will give the looked-for 
information, — now this is one business, and Hingan 
Khan also has another business in hand 

Mingan Khan spoke something into Sailesh’s ears 
in a whisper on hearing this Sailesh started up and 
was about to kick him out But then and there he 
recalled Protiva in his memory thinking to himself she 
had fallen into the hands of these scoundrels Conse- 
quently he could not provoke these fellows under any 
circumstances as the poor girl was all in all to him He 
controlled himself with a difficulty Pandayji said 
laughing, — ' 

“So you see, brotlier, the ties of our friendship are 
never to be snapped Just consider the matter- 
seriously. To-morrow we call again 


CHAPTER VIII 

A SERIOUS DIFFlCULTi 

Fandajjl left the place laughing and dragging 
Hlngan by the hand while Sallesh kept standing there 
like a wooden statue. He ahoddered and became ex- 
tremely anxious for Protiva as he feared Prtrtivas nun 
would be complete if she had fallen into the hands of 
these wicked persons. But there was one thing — 
•tfielr object was to have money Crom the princess which 
was all in ail to them under these circumstances tbty 
-svould take particular care of her The dreadful thing 
he bad heard from Hlngan — that even be forgot when 
he thought of Probva. loiact he had never fallen into 
such a difficulty before- 

Sailesh was quite at a loss to think what he should 
-do now If he should tell Lali Sahib about it surdy 
TaH Sahib would cause?Pandayjl s arrest and Pandayff 
who was op to all sorts of lies woold deny every thing 
Then m that case Sailesb woold fall into a false position 
and so would fall into danger And at the same bmo 
there was a chance of a serious danger to Sailesh If be 
-v.'ould bdicve these men. Should there be a trouble at 
the very beginning of hxa service the path of his 
•future advancement would be blocked for good 
;and all 
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While on the Other hand he could not allow 

to be in the custody of these men even for a sing e ay. 
Therefore he was quite puzzled as to his future procee 
i«gs Why was he fated to have fallen into the lan s 

All th.5 time Ganga Ram was seated leaving his 
hookah aside Now he stepped towards his master, 


saying — 

“ Please come in Sir ” 

At this Sailesh followed him in. The old servant 
was careful enough to shut the door from within and 
■observed in a low tone — 

“ Don’t you allow these two rogues here any more. 

Don’t speak to them at all ” 

Sailesh too, had not the slightest desire to remain 
in touch with those rogues, but he had fallen into a 
sreat fix and so could not ascertain what to do 

He questioned, — / 

“Why do you so say, Gangaram ?” 

Gangaram said in a more subdued tone, 

“ The rascals think that they are extremely cunning. 
They spoke many secrets amongst themselves think- 
ing I had lost the power of hearing ” 

“What secrets you mean >” 

“Soul-stirring secrets Some body has promised 
them a large sum of money only if they could finish 

you ’’ 

With the greatest surprise Sailesh exclaimed, — 

“Me ?” 
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“ Yes, you and none but you this I have heard 
quite distinctly ** was the reply 

^What could be their motive 

Tliat I cant|Say But they were consulting on 
that matter ' 

Saileah could not determine whether he should 
tell Gangaram what he had beard from these rufiians. 
In order to console Gangaraxn Sailesh added.- — 

‘ Don t be afraid Gangaram I will be rtry cautious 
and carcful- 

The badmaskis could do you little harm so long 
as I ra here hut I can t be with you alwaj’s. 
retamod Gangaram 

No fear I will always be on the alerL^ repeated 
Sailesh 

Hearing the noise caused by the horse s hoofs at this 
time Sailesh rushed in a hurry and found a couple of 
horse men at his door In warrior's dress they were 
Just dtraioiinting It did not take Sailesh long to make 
out one of them but the other person he could not 
a young person with Persun dress on- 

Finding Pnnee Lal^l at bis house at this unusual 
hour Sailesh %va3 quite surprised and thought that the 
prince must have called here on some urgent business. 
Sailesh advanced up and made his profound Sa/adtaf to 
the prince , at this the prince obsened In a laugh — 

Remember that in the court I m prince and )*ou 
my general othenvisc vet are friendi*. 

•“Prince, you arc fthouing me undue fai'our I would 
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iave run and called on you in person If you had sent 
me a word to that effect.” replied Sail6sh 

“I have come in person inasmuch as it is an -urgent 
‘business Could you make this person out ?” returned 
the prince 

Having turned his look towards the otlier person 
^ailesh shook his head saying he did not. Then he 
said in a soft tone, — 

“I don’t remember to have seen this face before ” 
Lali Sahib burst into laugh saying, — 

“Better that you don’t Now let me tell you my 
, iDusiness Let’s go inside ” . ^ 

Then he looked all around adding, — 

“Is there any one else in the house ?” 

“None but my old servant” 

“Let’s go in at once I have got something very 
serious to tell you Just tell your servant to remain 
outside and keep a strict eye all around ” 

At once Sailesh called his servant in and told him 
Lali Sahib’s wishes Ganga Ram concealed his hookha 
behind and went out and then Sailesh went in with the 


new comers 


Inside there was a milk white bedding The prince 
sat down and asked 'his companion to sit down also. 


None of tliem put off their shoes, at this Sailesh ques- 
tioned, — 


"Make yourselves comfortable, please ” 
Lali Sahib said in a laugh, — 


“My general, we are not m safety even here, We 
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have always to be In arms,' we might be attached" by 
enemies even at this place. 

Sailesh questioned In extreme surprise, — 

Could jm! ?” 

Our lives are not In safety even for a single 
moment The Mc^ul princes are always ready to meet 
death- There was a day I escaped the v^ry jaws of 
death- Therefore we ought to be cautious In the future- 
Now let me tell you my business. Just start for Jodh 
pore at once." 

Sailesh demanded In a surprise, — 

^orjodhpore! What for? What business there ? 
Should I not stay with Uic prince at this stage ?” 

TTiere are many persons with me here so there is 
rio chance of any fear owing to your absence, 
especially the business on which I mean to send 
you there could not be placed In any other hands, 
returned Lali Sahib. 

Needless to add I will try my utmost to finish the 
work I should be entrusted with" rejoined Sailesh. 

It Is known through a spy that Maharaja Jasobant 
Singh of Jodhpur called at Murad s camp and told him 
that Gul had been in his custody ht Jodhpore also that 
be would be allowed to marry Gul only if he goes 
there.'’ Said Lali Sihlb. 

*TlealIy ?* exclaimed Sailesh In a choked voice. 

Yes, such is the report. Can t say whether true or 
fidsc, nor can it be said how Gul vrent from Agra to 
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Jodhpore so suddenly We have heard also that Jaso- 
bant Singh is making arrangements for Murad’s con- 
finement in the fort as soon as he arrives there , I v,'ant 
you to go there just to ascertain the real fact ” 

“Prince, you should also be furnished with what I 
have come to know sometime ago in this connection " 
observed Sailesh 

Saying this Sailesh told Lalji all he had heard from 
Pandayji about Protiva On hearing this Lalji became 
grave He said, — 

“I heard about this man from you long ago. Her 
cannot be trusted, but this is a serious thing. Perhaps 
he has come to know that Gul is in 'Jodhpore ” 

“My conviction is Gul has not been so far away but 
has been kept in confinement somewhere here. Had 
she been in Maharaja’s hands, he would not hav’^e kept 
her in secret in this fashion ” 

“A great puzzle indeed ! And whether you ought 
to leave this place now is a subject of deep consi- 
deration The wretched rascal must have come to know 
something about her whereabouts or he would not hav^e 
opened this question Now if he is brought under 
arrest here, he would deny everything ’’ remarked Lalji." 
“He has already said he would.’’ returned Sailesh. 
“Consequently he must be pumped out and that 
would be difficult also if you won’t remain here It is 
not safe on your part to go alone.” rejoined Lalji 

“Prince, I don’t care for rily life even But I must 
tell you what I have heard in tliis connection also ” 


^ MYSTERIES OF THE MOGUL D ARBAR 

SaJlesh nonr related to the pnnce all he had heard 
from Gajiga Ram on heanng this the prince said In a 
sad tone, — 

•‘Alas I these that sympathise wth us in crtir dis- 
tress — thor lives arc not Jn safety even for a single 
day 

Sadesh replied in an emotion — 

Prince, 1 don t care two pence for my life. I will 
consider myself most fortunate if I can iay down my 
hfe for yonr sake. 

Lali Sahib observed — 

"My intention was that you should start for Gal*» 
search immediately But now 1 find that I most con- 
5ult our respected jninccss Jahanara and esteemed 
Sawtqyatitn on tbU subject 

The soul-stirring thing Hiogan Khan spoke to his 
car that thing Sailcah told Lall Sahib in full On hear 
ing rhiy Lali Sahib started up and ejaculated — 

“No no It IS all bosh. She (Roahenara) might love 
Aurangzcb more than any other body but ahe is not 
-so wicked It must be admitted however Aurangrrii is 
ijp to anything , infact it Is due to him and his plots 
that we arc all so very afraid but she is not so crucl- 
hcarted as Aurangieb. 

A mcr» boy Lali Sahib was, so he became cxtremc- 
Jy agitated. He said — 

You yist come to the fort We must do whatever 
\\-cmId be thought to be the best We need not come 
jogetber Another thing jou must not mix with nny 
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iDody and every body The greater you would remain 
as a stranger the greater would be the good. We don’t 
know who are our friends and who enemies, nor is there 
any means of knowing that ” 

Saying all this Lali Sahib rose. His companion 
was all tins time sitting by him like a marble statue. 
Now that person rose and followed him like shadow ; 
that person was silent all along Looking at that per- 
son with a surprising eye Sailesh said to himself, — 

f 

“Who could it be, a new person, but it seems to be 
a known face but where I have seen this face, I can’t 
recollect ” 

The prince now mounted his horse, so also his com- 
panion Then Lali Sahib addressed Sailesh, — 

“Don’t be late” 

Then the prince asked his companion to ride side 
by side 

At this the companion replied, — 

“Prince 1 my place is behind you Should any body 
fire a shot or throw an arrow I will meet if' 

Sailesh coujd over hear this He said to himsel u 
again,— 

“Who could it be ?” 


5 
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The prince ran his hoiae. It was mid-day then- 
Thera was a famace heat ah arourxL Who ever has 
seen the heat of Agra knows It too well that It 
was beyond corapanson There was no human 
being on the way only a few EkJtas were plying at 
times. Preparations for war wer e going on all sides. 
The cavalry were moving to and fro so all of ^ them 
took no notice of the prince and his comrade. Those 
that could make him out ga\*e him a salute. Bat the 
prince regardless of his surroandlngB rode on with hi-'^ 
companion 

Instead of proceeding towards the fort the prince 
took another path. At this his companion enquired. — 
Won t you go to the fort pray ^ 

•'My mind Is not at rest and I mean to go to the 
Taj^ replied the prince. 

Kow ? No danger there 
"No fear at da> time. You are with me.*" 


Both of them became silent The prince came up 
before the Taj gate. Finding him there the guards 
rtepped op In a harry and held the horses head He 
got down from the ho r^>jm4T4M^ of them cntci^ 
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They went on in silence for a good distance. Then 
having got to the marble seat where he was about to 
lose his life he addressed his comrade, 

“Do you remember ?” 

“Prince I beseerch you to forget about tins ” 

The prince spoke not a word. He came up to the 
bank of the Jumna where there was a beautiful bower. 
There he got in and said to his companion, 

“Come on, Moti, let’s sit down here a delightfully 

cool place,” 

Motiya who was garbed as a male person replied 
“Prince, instead of having rest in the Shish-inahal 
you are wandering about into this heat Your face has 
already been reddened with the sun 

“Your face has also been reddened and you look 
more handsome now” said the prince in a laugh, 

“Your honour loves this slave, this is enough for 
her ” 

“I have brought you here only to tell you something 
in private” 

“The slave is at your service, please command ” 

“I feel extremely happy with your peerless love, 
you know it too well , but I have a duty to perform 
“Order and the sjave will carry it out even at the 
risk of her life. She craves ' for nothing more than 
your love ” 

"And yet I have a duty. I ought to marry you are- 
Jong I have decided to tell father and Grand father 
about it tQ-day ” 
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Pnncc pardon this impertinence Im but a com- 
mon slave girt Both the emperor and your father 
won t consent to this marriage owing to some political 
reasons. They wooJd marry you *to some princess. 
Muhamedan or Rajput such an alliance is imperative 
only to keep the empire Intact. Yon would become 
the emperor In the future.'' 

' Heaven knows whether I would become the 
emperor'* 

As for me, I also can t give you my consent There 
has already been a serious dispute over the throne be- 
tween your father and uncles, It Is necessary under the 
orcamstances for you to keep the powerfid Rajput 
chiefs and OntrM in your hands and so you ought to 
enter Into matrimonial alliance with them. 

'Should I marry at oil It must be you and nobody 
else under the sun.'* 

• This slave does not aspire to be come your 
I would consider myself most fortunate If I could serve 
at your feet as a common bandu 

‘Tar from It you are an idol.* 

Saying this the pnnee drew her to hIs bosom and 
gave her repeated kisses. 

Through emotion Motiya closed her eyes and then 
said In a laugh — 

Prince you give idsses to a male pCfWJfl what jrooJd 
people think of it 

I don t care a straw for people's remarks*' was the 
emotional reply " 
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“Prince will you just comply with a slight request 
of mine ?” 

The prince replied rather amused 

“No, I wonT 

“Swear then that you won^t make this marriage 
proposal again until this fraternal quarrel comes to an 
end. If you do, your enemies would take advantage 
and cause greater disturbance 

‘ Moti, you are intelligent I find you are right 

“I will be the last person to do anything which 
would be detrimental to your interest or to the Mogul 
empire Fm a common bandi and mean to remain 
so I will serve those who would be your begums, I 
know only you and nothing else not do I want any- 
thing but you ** 

“A veritable idol you are ** 

Saying this the prince rose to his feet and ex- 
claimed, — 

Come — come on, Moti, I feel a desire to visit the 
tomb of Begam Mumtaj mahal.” 

Motiya rose at once and then they proceeded 
towards the Taj 

The Taj-worlds greates wonder — ^was shining like a 
huge pearl through the sun's rays Infacts it baffled all 
description 

Silence reigned every where and this silence simply 
increassed the beauti of the Taj a hundred-fold. 

On stepping up to the door both of them put off 
their shoes Finding the prince there. The Moulvis 
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cleared the way \dth profound respects to the pnnee 
the emperor's bcIo\*ed Grandson commanded 
c\’crywhere. 

I feel a keen desire to offer my prayer before toy 
Grand mother’s tomb and so I am here. I want soli- 
todc. Wdl you just move away ?* 

The Mouivis said to themselves — 

“This is what is called the Imperial whim-” 

At the prince 8 bidding all of them left the place 
ind wtnt towards the garden. Now the pnnee caught 
hold of Mod's bands and entered the Taj. 

The tomb u-as within a cave — a bcaadfiil chamber 
A large chandelier was banging from above a hundred 
candles were burning perfumy the place with diviue 
fragrance. The whole place was 6Ued with the perfume 
of Incence and flowers. The vtry entrance into the 
place removed awaj all the impuritlesof the mind 
and filled the heart vnth divine thoughts Shah Jahan s 
peerless love for his beloved wife Is reflected upon 
one's eyes in a living manner Perhaps there is no 
SUCH place under the min. 

The whoic room was lighted with candles. The 
tomb \vas made of marble of exquisite workman 
ship and decorated with various flowers. The big 
diamond on the top of the tomb was glittcriug 
This ivas the diamond iriiich the dmperor’s beloved 
wife used to wear on the crown but now Shah Jahan 
had placed it on the tomb but unforhinatdj that 
diamond is no-more there. 
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Lalisalub and Mot.ya kept standing there astonished 

ttese hearts rvere filled with — » 

heart began J X pnnce brought her 

account for the r^ V ^ 

heie at this unusual hour 

1 1 0 Fvprv thinff seemed dark to ner 

peerless love ? Eve^y “ f . ^ seemed to her 

Within this silent and solitay 

that she was sinking not knowing ^ 

All on a sudden she came to h ^ 

arround in a fright. ees It seemed 

hand and asked her to sit ^XJ^tcLs of her 

his voice went deep ^-^° XnX \oo, sat on his 
heart She sat down. The pnnc . 

knees beside her. g^^<j 

Then the prince asked her t 
mothei's tomb, she did not know what she ^ 

She was only following his instructions 

“ng touched the tomb with reverence the pnnce 
-said in all seriousness. 

"Just repeat what I utter'' back 

Now L placed his left hand on her 

of us are In the same ^oat or 

dead We swear to it touching our r 
tomb We are married before her to-day a 
under the sun can snap this marriage tie 

The prince asked Motiya to s^vear all this 
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Likt a manonattCi. Motfys STrore with the prince- 
not knowing what she was saying or doing 
The pnncc now asked her to rise. 

■\Ioti rose. Her heart was filled with an Inefiable 
emotion. Having placed her hand on the princes 
shoulders she burst out crying She tried to check it 
but she could not She said in a choked voice — 
Pnnee what have you done ?* 

The prince on his part raised her head with both 
hands aud showered kisses upon her cherry lips. 

The pnnee wiped off her lace when Motiya became 
a little composed adding, — 

“ Another business I mean, Gnl s Maxri^e. Gul 
whoni I love from the core of my heart has given her 
heart to Sallesh Rb> It is for her sake that I have 
given this Bengali gentleman a post m the Darbar 
and so I have kept him In my custody — him I will 
many to Gul and then roy desires will have thdr 
fulfilment ' 

Moti replied In an anxious tone — 

My lord don t you say so. You have man> 
duties to perform you ivouid betomethe second 
Akbar 

Havir® heaved a deep sigh the prince said ~ 

* Come on Moti 

Without saying a word Moti simply accompanied 
the prince. She had no kTiowlcdge of her doings. She 
-only felt that she was sinking within a sea of evtreme 
happiness. 
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The prince came out and addressed the Moulvis 
while putting on his shoes, — 

I’m sending money just now with which you must 
feed one thousand dervishes and beggers in the name 
of my revered Grand mother to-night 

Finding tliat was the season for their making a 
good harvest the Moulvis gave their respected salaams. 

The pnnee stepped up to tlie gate and mounted his 
horse and then botli he and his beloved Moti made for 
thb fort Every one got surprised at finding the prince 
into the, high way during this heat But every thing 

was possible now as it was an open secret that during 

« 

tlie emperor’s life time three of his sons aspired after 
th6 throne and so were proceeding towards Agra. 
They would care in the least for heat or rain at this 
stage. 



CfiAPTER X 

HINGAN KHAK'S HOaSE. 

Hingan Khfin had no family As for patrimony 
had only a ddapidatcd bouse which he bad kept 
fumbhed with the variops artlcJes of olden times after 
the Imperial style. There were within the almlrah 
different Wads of otto with the scent of rose water 
all around the room. There was also an Indian hubble- 
bubble the eoalce of which had become blackned 
through age. 

There was both on the front and back a thing which 
might b« called a garden. A few fowls were graring 
here and there, coosequently HIngan’s house uas 
not so neat and clean. 

HIngan had a servant by-name Kasem AH who 
was his all-io-all It was tfil* man who worked both 
a cook and servant not only bo but also be was 
Hingan s cc mpaulon counsellor and minister as wclL 

Hingan was styled as Khan 5aAi^ In the Darbar 
list. There were many other’s Hie him they had to do 
no work In the Darbar but only to present themselves 
for which they were granted a little monthly stipend. 
With this small allowance Hingan could H\‘c quite 
■comfortably Every body would get a few ashmiis 
(gold coins) if he were to walk round the Darbar and so 
it fell to the lot of Hingan alsa 
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Seated on a rotten wooden chair just before his 
house this evening Hmgan was enjoying a smoke 
when 3 . Mahamedan youth came up before his door, 
enquiring, 

“Does Khan Sahib live here?*' 

“There are numberless Khan Sahibs here, which 
Khan Sahib you mean ?” demanded Hmgan 

“Hmgan Khan, Darbar Courtier I'm looking for, 
is this his house ?“ “stepped up the youth with the 
words 

“Yes, he I am” was the grave reply 
Unsolicited the youth got up into tlic veranda 
saying,— 

'*I have a word for your private ear , let’s go in" 
Hmgan Khan was not a man of sober habits and 
so was rather dilatoiy in his habits He rose in disgust 
and having pointed to the half-clean half-torn sheet , 
spread on the floor asked the new comer to sit 
down 

As requested the youth sat down Hmgan now 
^sked his servant to get smoke ready 

"Could we talk here m private ?” was the query. 
“Certainly There is no body here except my 
•servant , but' lie is hard of hearing, you must know" 
■replied Hingan 

The youth laughed a little He said, *'well and 
good I want to speak to you something in private” 
“Very well, but I don’t know you observed 
JUingan 
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Never muid. Let me give my own ictrodoc 
tion. I’m a Persian Faiul Khan by name I have come 
to this country only of late” returned the new comer ” 
What for — with what object 
Only to make money I heard at home that one 
could make himself rich through DchJI Darbar If he 
could show his abilities.' 

With a sad laugh Hingan replied — 

Not true In all cases 
The youth said In a laugh — 

The person most possess abUitJes. 

Now say your say without further preamble 
Let me ask you first whether you are my fnend or 
enemy ? 

I would also ask yoa that very questJon” 

“Listen then. On my way here I saw prince Murad 
at his Camp Bdug pleased with me he has taken me 
in his service.” 

Wdi what then 

Now I have come here as a spy under him. 

*Whcre s the proof 

“The proof is you are one of our men- 
”How do you know 

'It Is the prince himself who has told me so be- 
spoke very highly of j*on— So much so that he would 
ait on the throne, if at nil through your co-opcntion. 
This ^vas his notion. He further added that he troold 
make you his prime minister when he would become 
emperori 
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At this Hingan •Khan gave a laugh of joy. He 
:returnedj, — 

"The prince shows me some amount of favour 

"Now you are convinced that Pm one of your party.' 

"Not fully 

" Should I give you some secret information you 
would surely believe me Now during ail this distur- 
bance the prince cannot possibly write any letters to 
-any one here, otherwise he would have done so In 
fact he was going to do so, but Taki Khan prevented 
him, doing so" 

"A veritable dunce — he knows nothing," 

"The other day you saw princess Roshenara in the 
garden ” 

"There is nothing new m this The princess is rather 
kind to me 

"She has requested you for some thing , she has 
promised you a large sum of 'money if you could 
accomplish this Isn’t it so !’’ 

This took Hingan by surprise. How could this 
stranger come to know of their secret counsel ? Find- 
ing Hingan mute the youth whispered 'something into 
his ear, at which Hingan Khan started up The youth 
now said 

"Are you not convinced now ? The princess inform- 
ed Murad about it and I heard it from him Don’t 
you still believe me ?’’ 

Finding himself quite at a loss what to reply ■ Hin- 
gan kept silent The youth added, — 
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I •‘Khan Sahib Mur^d jrants me to act In co-opcra- 
tion with you hence I have been here, and here 1 have 
done something aJrcady ” 

TiVbat have you done ?" 

I have done what others could not have dooc— I'* 
mean have won over pnnee Lali Sahib and have been 
appointed hb body'^uard His life is within my 
clutches. 

''Yes, I have heard of one Persian youth your 
appointment here has been the town fall here.'* 

What was their Interest in such a talk ? 

People say various gossips when they find some- 
thing new What wonder is there that people would 
aay so when they 6nd a stranger appointed in such a 
responslhle post*’ 

‘Khan Sahib do you think such a responsible work 
could be entrusted to any body aud every body , there- 
fore 1 told you already that ability must be shown and 
It Is ability alone which could make one rich Murad 
has promised to give rao a aubadarship when he becomes 
Sadshah. 

I shall be content only if I become pnmcrnlnlstef 
I m averse to going from place to place.*’ 

'There Is no doubt that you would become prime 
ounuter The thing Is I can t make an intenleir irilh 
the prince privately or openly ns there arc spies all 
around your case Is quite different If it comes to 
light that I have seen tbe princess, everything rrill be 
spoilt Don t you think so f 
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“Yes, you are right the princess has been kind to 
me always ” 

“Therefore I told you already that your case was 
quite different. 

Now Lali Sahib, why Lali Sahib alone Dara and 
the emperor also — the lives of all these personages are- 
entirely In my hands but the difficulty is I can’t go and 
see the princess personally , therefore you have to do- 
something The princess wants tlieir assasination and 
she would write to us what sum she would offer for this 
diabolical deed, then I could go shares with you ’’ 

“I would really go shares with you when I get the 
primeministership , but in this I have a co-sharer” 

The youth ejaculated with extreme surprise, — 

“A co-sharer * How is that ?” 

, “Can't be communicated to a third person ? is the 
princess a\vare of it ?” 

Hingan Klhan eaid»hesitateingly, — 

“No she has no business to know it To be plain, I 
care for w’s only I mean wine and woman, but I’m not 
to murders and I can’t resist the temptation of 
money nor can I incur the princess’ displeasure, it is 
for the above reasons that I have taken a co-sharer^ 
He his very expert in such a thing ” 

“Who is that person ? can he be trusted ?’’ 

“Fully , rest assured he could be. He hails from 
Benares and is a veritable hooligan who has committed 
several murders already- - He it was under whose kind- 
ness Lali Sahib was all but finished, infact he would. 
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have been finished but for the timely interference of 
another person who happened to come m fhe nick of 
time but he is watching every opportunity for It” 

I find he Is much too clever I hope the pnnee 
could not detect him at the time.” f 

Fax from it ‘ 

'Who happened to come In 

"ilj friend he had no thne to see the person- He 
*woaId haw been caught if he had not taken to 
flight” 

The youth laughed \Wthin himself But that laugh 
was reflated on his fair fece. Fortunately HIngan 
look no notice of iL Suppressing his laughter within 
himself the new comer observed in a grave tone,— 

'When you say he could be hilly trusted, I have to 
say nothing to It, Well and good I have not set my 
hand to the work of an assassin.- That must be done 
through your man ' 

* Well m that he is exc e edingly dever” 

I wflJ help you in bis act and he won t have to 
-sufier any Inconvenience on that score, but a letter from 
the princess most be secured." ‘ 

' As for that I wGl try my utmost 
The work is a serious one. Princesses work by 
whims, Unlea we secure a letter of authority decapi- 
tation would be our ‘fete 

“Right ho without an authority we should not take 
■up such a work." 

“Jrlncc Murad knows your abilities. Whatever you 
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■would say now befits that of a minister Now where 
can this co-sharer be found ?” 

“He IS due here now” 

1 'I ’ , 

“Then I had better wait here , mean while better to 
send for some liquon” , 

Hingan was open-handed to-day. How he would 
secure some liquor at this hour of the night engrossed 
his sole attention ind so he was rather In a fisc. But 
soon the youth got him out of the difficulty by handing 
■over a gold^com with the words, — - ‘ ' 

“Jilst call y'oUf servant ' and ask bim to bring two 
bottles of liqUof as well as some fruits, ' ' 

With great enthusiasm Hingan shouted out — 

' “Kasemali,' Kasemali.” ' ' ' 

“When the servant came, he ordered for four bottle 
■of liquor, Softie delicious fruits, perfumery and above 
-all a young and handsome Baiji (an up country) 
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The youth said In a laugh, — 

^Thcn there wfll be a big nautch at Khan SabCbs 
place here.* 

' We cannot remain without any amusement when 
we have got a Irlend like you” replied Khan Sahib. 

KIndlog K&semall waiting in the room yet Hingan 
thondcred forth,— 

Why do you stand Uke a fooL t Go and carry out 
tny ordc« at once, you would get a handsome kthu."* 

Running his finger through the hair Kasemall 
replied — 

How can we have a good BaJjl for wich a j itnail 
sum ?” 

The youth aald In a laugh — 

No fear I will pay whatever would be nec®*- 
aary'* 

With bU eyes closed Hingan exclaimed, — 

‘A first das* Bal)I she rou»t be.** 

No sooner had Kasmnali left the place when 
Pandayji made hi* appearance. He was lomewhat 
smrprlsed at finding a stranger within the room. He- 
Icept on looldog at the youth with item eye*. He was- 
not a drunkard or a dunce like Hingan. 



DIAMOND CUTS DIAMOND 


83 


Hingan Khan exclaimed, — 

“Come in, Panday Sahib. A friend, a friend we 
have secured to-day. Sit down and make merry. There 
will be a nautch here. Kasemali- has gone for wine and 
woman.^* 

At this Pandayji sat down in front of the youth and 
began to stare at him, then he questioned, — 

. “Who is he, please ?*’ 

Hingan forgot the youth’s name but he said,~ 

He is the son of a rich man in Persia. From to-day 
we are mutual friends. 

Without heeding Hingan’s words Pandayji address- 
ed the youth, — 

**May I ask your name ?” , ^ 

“My name is Fazul Khan” 
r ' \How long have you been here !” 

“Quite recently. I hail from Persia” 

In order to get rid volleys of questions from 
Pandayj'i the youth added, — 

5 “I have told Hingan Khan everything concerning 
me.” 

Hingan Khan burst forth, — 

“Yes, yes, I have heard everything. Let the two w’s 
m first, you will hear everything from me.” 

At this Pandayji gave a frown. He was still then 
casting his sternest eyes at the youth. Then suddenly 
eh rose saying, — • 

“Khan Sahib, you just make yourselves marry, t 
bavc an urgent business to attend to ’’ 
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The ^onth iotervcncd — / b -> i r* f ( , 

have got io'aak you oilc thin^^ ^ ^ 

■"Panflay/i sat down and saying — " ’ J 

' ’ Yesi you. I have bfcin appointed Lali Sahitfa bodj^ 
guard. As for other things regarding me, yon will hear 
'froni lUian'Saiub in 'detaiJ Lali ^Sahib W been 
informed that you fcndw Where Jaliantira fostci’ 
daughter has been Lepf concealed He has also 
comf^ know that you arid Khan Sahlb'^'lsfo ‘great 
frlenrisi This Is one of the reasons why I have been 
here." ' ’ 

^aHdayji (rowned. Hfc repbecL— 

"Whatever Lali Sahib has heard Is all a life, ^ I know 
nothing ' ^ ^ ' 

The youth said In s laugh -i- ^ ^ 

You misunderstahd me , you wflJ hfear Erom Khan 
Sahib I am one of yoor own. ' '' 

‘ Vhere is ho reason wby you should disbelieve me." 
Pandayji replied — * * 

It Is not the tjucsbon of belief or tllsbcilet What 
I mean to say is that Lali Sahib bas been mWnfonrifcd. 
Infect I know nothing 

“Yon fool <;omc^berc. 1 wish to speak to yon** 
exclaim^ Hlngaa ’ ^ 

\Ve could raiher expect d vast sem of money If 
we could IgiVe this Information fo prince Lall Sahib** 

remarked the youth- 

‘ Hl/j^n^Xhad caught Pandayjl by the fund and 
dra^jed him Into anothw nfom 
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About half an hour passed away and yet they did 
not return It was quite dark then, The room would 
ha\cbccn \ cry dark if the doors and window’s were 
not kept open till then. Kascmali did not return yet 
and so the light was not brought into the room. Find- 
it inconvenient to stay alone in darkness the youth 
came into the Verandah. 

There were rows of houses all around. On either 
side of the road the shop-keepers were just lighting 
their lamps The smell of incense spread all over 
all Agra became cool w’lth the evening breeze. Most 
people seated on their charpois on road side were 
having chit-chats. 

Having come to tho verandah the youth looked 
around Only a few persons were passing tlic mam 
road. Hingan lived far w’ay from the bazar, therefore 
this was rather a solitary place, only the middle-class 
Mahamedans used to live here. They never mixed 
with any troublesome afifair. 

Having spied all around again the youth was just 
going towards the road, but for reasons known to him 
alone he looked behind, then he began to whistle in an 
absence of mind As soon as he stopped whistling, 
some body whistled out exactly like him As soon as 
that whistle stopped, the youth gave the same sound. 
At this junctnre Pandayji and Hingan Khan botli 
came instantaneously the youth became silent 

“It is rather difficult to win over Pandayji as he is 
so idiotic Don’t mind any thing please You had to 


^ «mwics or nic mcwul dakdar 

•ill htrt im; Thr bfjx>f hat not come tiilh Ok 
tii'T f ycU^ pbvrrcd Hlnf«n with » laagh, 

t-u tytth woe bat> In conwlialton to how could 
I til .ton" In (he roon > It It thefelore. I went lo the 
tennd»h walelr,' to .nd fto.' tald the >ouih In a 
Uughi. 

ntcc >*1^1 were whtiiUn}; ob^enred Panda} Jl 
’'ThN hsWj t hare ac^ofrtd from my child hood. 
wa< (h* ffpl) 

**Sofnc other body wit «(>o whIsUInjj with >^00 " 
r^tamerl r«rKli)jt 

“No not to m> Vnoviledce.** 

"\cKt were rjoltc ab«nt»mlndcd'* taunted PandayJI 
With th*^ wortli he addreited khan Sahib 
**\ ou Ju«t wait here. I wOl be back prcjentl) " 

Don t ) ou run awa) 1 m wouW be the loser then" 
remarked !lin;;an. 

Without heeding Hlngani words Panda} Jl ran 
toward* the road. Hingan observed — 

'■These infWcIs will be long to Icam manners'' 

At this time Kascmall came in vdlb liquor and lald 

that the Ilaljl would be forth coming 

ningan wa» not *0 anxious for voman Hii'iog' 
taken a cup from Koscmall ho entered the room and took 
a few more cups. This went on darkness. %Vben the 
light was brought he requested the youth to take a cop. 

fi a few minutes Pandayjl ittumed He sat quite 
ch te o the youth who tried to mo\-e away but Panday 
took jIm by the hand saying — 
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*' I have heard every thing from Khan Sahib , from 
to-day you are a bosom friends of ours Sit close with 
you.” 

Drinking went on in full swing. Hingan was almost 
under the table , as for the youth, though he had 
hardly taken any drink, he pretended to be fully drunk. It 
was Panday only who was quite grave, he served others 
with dnnk. As the Baiji had not appeared 3''ct Hingan 
abused his servant very much ordering him to bring 
the woman a:^ soon as possible 

As sooner the servant went out Hingan began sing- 
ing like an ass at which the youth could hardly restrain 
his laugh. Pandayji tried to Stop him, but that simply 
excited the old man to singing louder. 

When Hingan stopped both he and Panday began 
to press the youth to sing But the youth said he did 
•not know how to sing but he was hard pressed and so 
he was in a great fix, at last this request would lead a 
regular fight. But the youth’s object was not to enter into 
fight So he was compelled to sing though in a low 
tone. The sweet voice made the place sweeter — ^infact it 
was so very sweet that even the most distinguished dan- 
-cing girl 'of Agra did not possess a vcice like this 

“Is there anyone under the sun who could throw 
dust into my eyes ? I now see you are a woman. You 
.are a spy of‘the enemy and have come here garbed as a 
male person.” ejaculated Pandayji 

In the light the sharp sword glittered and along with 
^ the youth leapt and put on the light and it was all 
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dark. What happencdi then could not be described 
First a whistle then a bugle which was followed by the 
appearance of several iwartWooWng men. 

For a moment only a half-atricniatcd dreadful voice- 
rose within the room. 

Then It became all stW and sQent. 

About half an hour later Kascmall returned with 
the woman In question- Bnt finding the room dark 
he felt quite surprised He shouted for bis roaster but 
heanng no response he lighted the lamp but he sank 
within Hmsdf when the dreadful sight fell bclbre him 
The sheet on the floor became quite tom whereas 
the feilowa became conv er ted Into a mass. 

AH the bottles were broken- A aide of the jvom 
became flooded with liquor Nor was this all In certain 
places blood was trickling down It had not coagulated 
yet. It was evideat that there took place within the 
room a big scuffle. In certain places tom clothes and 
turbans were lyli^ about 

Kasemali looked bewHdcrcd. The Baljl ifclt 
surprised nay amazed. She only remarked with a 
choked voice — 

« Eh I What fs thb I Where Is the Khan Sahib ? 
This I know nothing They were enjoing themselves- 
here wbfle I went out calling you > 

There must have been a grcatcatastrophe here.. 



. CHAPTER XIT 

. I ' t 

TJIE WAY TO FATEYABAD. 

/ I I ' 

Jasobanta Singh tried hard to send off Murad to^ 
Jodhpur, but he failed , whereas Aurangzeb gained his 
point Instead of going to Jodhpur Murad proceeded j 
towards Agra, so |also Aurangzeb. [They kept their 
motive no longer a secret but advanced on their 
journey in order ^ to wrest, the throne from Shah 
Jahan and Dara openly. And Roshenara on their part, 
used to write to Aurangzeb regularly about what had 
transpired within Agra. Now there was an opep 
enmity within the Imperial Court. 

The emperor had come to know about it, but he 
had been quite callous Though Jahanara brought the 
news to his notice, he only replied, — 

His will be done.'* 

t } 

Now Dara could not bring Roshenara under control 
though he knew full well that she was their dead enemy 
The princess was extremely cunning Whatever she 
was doing was all in private and so there was no means 
of defeating her, especially as powerful and influential 
Omraos were on her side — ^so much so that e\en-the 
commander-in-chief Hossain Khan had espoused her 
cause ; under these circumstancess Dara could not 
possibly make Roshenara a captive and send her to 
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cxDe unless «nd until she would be found gnUty of 
treason- Should he try to do her any barm ^ 
and officers would prove his enemies , t 
proper on his part to Increase the num^ ofh« enc^ 

There was no doubt that Data bad feUen into » ^ 
difficulty Roihcnara though his ™ Virtnaly 

«ut his ru'in and nobody could c^ the two 

there was a regular fight of wit betweed the two 

^“irwas not advisable to aUow 
to proceed any further and «, ha^g 
Rajput chiefs Dara dedd^ o ^„mctd headid 

obstruct thdr patlu Khan fcok Mogul 

o^y '^th the parties p.^ud their camp, on 

Kota and other Kajput mlera 

addressed Jasobanta S‘“gb 

“ Maharaja, the two p simply 

We must not aUow them t^ Bitching' our camps 
entrance their po«r defeat 

here wo bad better ^ ^USeult for us to defeat 

jdm and then It would not be oi 

Auraogicb BlBO." , cineh said with the words.--^ 

The arrogant Ja«taut^g 

1 look ,«^te battles with 

^ For.ham?i Let iKith of them come 

t^r.:drfinldit.emhinotlmo^ 
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Nobody could contradict Jasobant Singh, only they 
^ waited the contending princess on theFateyabad plain. 
'Such a loyalty was rather unprecedented inorder to 
Feep Shah Jahan^s throne intact ah the Rajput rulers 
were at one with one another and was ready to fight 
against the rebel sons of-the emperor 

But Jasobant Singh’s pride was a death blow to 
Shajahan’s cause 

Aurangzeb looked upon tact ani politics more 
•important than actual warfare. Instead of advancing 
to fight Aurangzeb tried to win over Mogul and Rajput 
,soldiers under Shah Jahan to his own side. But Raj'put 
soldiers were two strong-minded ‘to be led away, not 
one of them even forsook the emperor or Dara 

At this Aurangzeb tried his utmost to influence the 
Mogul soldiers gathered on the Fateyabad plain and 
tried to win them over by various persuasions Many 
false rumours were spread in the form of forged letters. 
The result was the Mogul soldiers began to grow suspi- 
cious and envious of the Rajputs and so the Imperial 
■soldiers became quite dispersed 

Hussain Khan, Dara’s commander-in-chief, had sold 
himself heart and soul to Roshenara already He did 
not sciuple in the least to prove a traitor though he had 
' -eaten the emperor’s salt so long. He had begun to 
hold private correspondence with Aurangzeb of which 
the Rajputs did not get the scent Jasobant Singh did 
not move an inch, with thirty thousand Rajput soldiers 
he lay encamped On the banks of the Narbada. 
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^ Aurangicb^ 0/1 his part scattered the seeds of tre* 
chcry amongst the Mogafs and joined his brother 
Murad. True he had numberless Mogul soldiers under 
hJro but he had the dress of a comnien dtrvish with 
beads of rosary (n his hands and name ol A iLxk In his 
lips. Having embraced his brother vrlth feelings of^ 
aJTccHon he accosted him as emperor jayiog — 

‘ Brother should I not have considered you fit for 
the throne I should have been the last person to med 
die in such a dreadful afialr, I find that ^ve have to 
face the Rajput soldiers with the greatest diffl 
cully 

"Brother had you cot tried for me I could cot hare- 
dreamt of becoming the emperor to bo pkip, I was 
not so anidous for th? Imperial throne. * 

Aurangrd) replied In a grave tone, — 

"Duty, brother calls of duty Shov]4 you not be 
the emperor both Islam religion and Mogul empire 
would be extinct daring father's absence. Thcreforc- 
you must needs sit on the throne. Duty should be 
given the first consideration. Just fancy I thought of 
going to Mecca, but duty orders me otherwise Just to- 
reodcr you help. 

'^Tbanlcs to your attempts that I am row the empe- 
ror Jjut you have to do something more’ 

Please tell me. I am ail attention. ' 

'Through your advice I consented to marry a bandl 
girl , but jfiy father Insulted — at the instance of Darm 
and Jabanara. Now that girl I want to make my own. 
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"Certainly ‘ Who could dkre poking hi^ nose into 
3>^our affairs when 'you are the emperor, but’ I’ hear the 
^irl in Question’ has disappeared " 

'No she IS in Jasobant Singh's custody,' He pr6- 
mised to give that girl 'on two conditions/^ 

“Two conditions ' what two conditions^ you' mean 
"First, I must'not aim at the throne during' father's 
life time , secondly, I must go to Jodhpur and marry 
-thfe girl there." ' ‘ ‘ ' ' 

Auran^zeb gavb a smile, but said ' nothing.' ' MiirSd 
'replie'd,— " ' - > . f ^ > 

"I have never acted agairist your advice and there- 
fore did not go to Jodhpore" i - ^ i < 

’ "You did Well 'in not having gone' to " Jodhpo'fe. 
You would have been made a captivfe," ^ was ’the 
'reply. ' ' ’ ' ' ' j. . 

"Made a captive ! Jasobant Singh wbuld ^'neVer 
’h&.ve been so audacious’^ w4S the emotional' reply.' 

There's no action lirtder ' the sirn which Jasobant 
Singh is not up to' ' Yoii 'won't find a 'sed'ond' 'mah^^ So 
■ cunning, artful and ‘shrewd You don't’ Icnow he is 
dead against the Mahamedan race 4n‘ general, but I 
im too well ’ ‘aware of it " " ' " . 

"He must be an extreniely bad man ” ' j 

"No question a’s'td' that, 'but he' has unbounded 
-power and influence and 'so He' Would ’ create great ' *dis- 
"turbance unless he'^ is kept und^r" control ' 

What should we do linder the cirbumStances ?"" ■* 
'‘We must go-to Fateyabad and fall 'upbn "the Tra- 
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No wonder that the Rajputs would get puzzled 
At this treacherous action on the part of the Mogul. 
Jasobant Singh thundered forth, — 

"We are thirty thousand in number , we have no 
cause of fear at the hands these faithless persons. Let us, 
brothers, show in the field the difference between the 
Hindus and the Musalmans. With great enthusiasm the 
Rajputs fell upon the Moguls. That dreadful battle 
could better be imagined than described. The Mogul 
empire was in a tottering condition. The Mogul was 
trying to drive out the idol of the empire 
while the Hindu was causing his blood flow 
like the stream of the river only to keep that very 
idol intact. The Hindu was fighting with the Mogul 
for the empire, for the throne, and also for the Mogul 
idol, infact there' was not a single Mahamedan warrior 
on the side of the Hindus. 

It was simply beyond the power of pen to describe 
the bravery displayed by the Rajputs in this terrific 
battle. Todd’s Rajasthan says in regard to this battle — 
I "Mounted on his mettlesome horse "Mahabub” 
Jasobant Singh chased the two princes with a spear 
in hand with the result that ten thousand Mahamedans 
fell on the ground for good and all whereas seventeen 
hundred Rajput heroes had the same fate, besides not a 
few Rajput soldiers of different sects were killed in 
the action with numberless Mogul troops. As for 
Murad and Aurangzeb, they were not destined to be 
finished yet. The Mahabub, too, was tinged with blood 
7 
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OMing out from Jaaobaafa body Who looked like a 
Hon raUsmg Ita victim. At this terriBc sight the heart 
of the Mahamedaa began to beat >‘cry heavily i 

The ruler of Rutlam is said to have shown the greatest 
bravery In this battle. The Raja of Kota defeated his 
six brothers in this. About one*half of the Rujput 
soldiers laid down thdr precious lives m this battld 
orily for Shah JaharL Did any body see such a battle 
before?^ 

The tattle went on the wbole day Aurangzeb 
was an expert la the art of wariare. His military array 
was also admirable, moreover Ms French gunners began 
to shower canned on the Rajputs Inceasaotly and yet 
the Moguls could not defeat the Rajputs who hsd tb 
thfcontioae fight as the night came io 

But Dara s hope of becoming the emperor were 
blasted in ‘the battle field for 'good and all The 
whole Imperial Mcgul corps joined the enemy who now 
pot numbered the Rajpats under the drcumstanccs 
it was useless to proceed with thebattJfe. With this idea 
Jasobant Singh withdrew from the battle field with all 
his Rajput soldiers. The sun of Data s sky set f&r 
good and ill The fitte of the persons who were men- 
tioned in thisihlstory were intertwined as it were, with 
^Dara s’fdte what should be their late now ? What ivould 
becimo bf luckless Motlya and ever miserable ProHva ? 

A new change came over the entire Mogul empire in 
tWs terrible war 

'Now tile sagacious Jasobanta Singh understood 
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this Behind Inm near Agra many Rajputs had 
pitched their camps Only Jaysingh of Amber had 
proceeded towards Bengal to obstnict Suja to coming 
to Bengal Jasobanta Singh could easily ha\c joined 
the Rajputs if he had chosen that he did not do, 
but he made for his own country with all his 
Rajput soldiers As for Protiva, was she really 
at Jodhpore and what happened to her ? 

At having deserted Dara and the old emperor 
in such a fashion the cup of humiliation on the 
part of Jasobant singh was full to the brim when he 
-got to his own country. Properly speaking he was 
not defeated on the Fatcyabad plain , on the contrary 
he became famous in the world on account of 
his bravery in the field. Such a sudden presened ‘ in 
the country meant before the public eye his defeat. This 
news had gone to Jodhpur long before he arrived 
at Jodhpur His heroic wife ordered, — 

“Shut the fort door against him This place 
is not meant for cowards ” On coming to the capital 

Jasobanta Singh found the fort-gate closed and so there 

* '< 

was no means of access within He had never fallen 
into such a difficulty in his life He sent word to 
his wife as to his arrival ^he appeared before 
him saying, — ^ ’ ■ 

"Maharaj, for cowards there's no place in 
Rajputana Win victory and .then return , o^therwise 
vdon’t return = to country with a bad name on 

^ 1 f 1 , , 

“I am not defeated in the battle. Nobody can 
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say I am. Not a icw Rjypnt heroes arc lying prostrate 
on the battlefield after showing braray” 
r Then what conid be the earthly reason why 
you ^Tc returned to country after deserting the oid 
emperor ?*" 

How much Jflsobanta Singh coaxed how much 
he Euppheated his wife, but the Maharanl was not 
am en able not hating granted permission to the 
poor Maharaja. 

With a dejected heart Jasobanta Singh wtnt 
back towards Agra. The following day the Mogul 
camp showed great rejddiig with great hauteur 
Attrangxeb totally undid the siege laid by Data 
?nth the result that there xna no mote oppoationf 
from the other party for his advancing towards 
Agnu Great was his rejoicing which was not 
traceable In him. Only be thanked God In the name 
of Islam religion. 

When the Rajputs withdrew* Aurangteb laid 
his camp within that plain. On his victory he 
gave that place the name of Fsteyabad After 
wards he established a new town here. 

After the battle he saw his brother Murad and 
having embraced him repeatedly said, — 

Brother, now our aspirations are fidfifled, novr I 
thank my stars that I could make you Badshah ” 

Murad who was beside himself with joy replied 
“Brother thanks to your kindness that all this 
has taken place.” 
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"No no, don’t you say so ; through God’s mercy 
you must know. It is only for the sake of the 
Mahamedan religion that He helped you to get the 
victory. Give Him your heart-felt thanks ” returned 
Aurangzeb. 

" Yes, I do thank Him from the core of my heart 
hut I am indebted to you for ever ” rejoined Murad. 

“ Brother, we must start for Agra to-morrow. We 
ought not to lose a moment ” observed Aurangzeb. 

“ I must abide by your instructions to the very 
letter ” 

, '* As we start to-morrow, you could enjoy yourself 
d. little to-night.” 

That was just what Murad wanted. After 
his brother had left he entered his own camp and 
took to drinking. But that dread night did not 
come to a close 



CHAPTER XIV 

IN CA\ SENSUALm 

Light measured music went on. The current of lyric 
songs fkmed forth- ThejlngUng t\N’angof the bcautf- 
full^ancing girls made the heart buoyant 

The fine fragrance of otto and roses made the- 
heart cheer up. As for liquor there was no cod to It 
To-day Murad Eccame ste^>cd as It were In jomllty 
For sooth this was the day when he should Indulge- 
hinuelf in all such sensual pleasures I 

Murad^j belortd bandl would not allow him to take 
so much liquor but she dared not iay anythlng—only 
she san that ho did not take too much liquor Evwy 
one -was absorbed in revelry She indulged m it only 
supcrficiall) With a roost scrutinising eye Murad 
would sec tliat her face haH T>«ll>okcn fear and terrors 
a SM-ell as gloom She was at best but a common 
bandl but she loved Murad with all her heart Having 
been absorbed In gaieties the prince ccwld nc^ 
notJ« her attitude nor bad he the power to do 
so To-day he bad become emperor after a great 
fight Who could bo more happy than he ? 

After the war one of his most trustworthy courtJers 
was going to tell him semething about his brother 
Anransicb bat the prince hfehif inceiued bid oiJcred 
him to be turned out from the court with » few stripes. 
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That meant Murad was only driving out his luck 
repeatedly. No body under the sun does such an act 
as the foolish Murad did. 

At this stage - a eunuch came and brought >vord 
that Aurangzeb wanted Murad’s chief bandi at once on 
some political business Murad was not in the least 
inclined to cortipl)' with brother’s wishes, but as his 
brother was chiefly instumental in his becoming the 
Badshahj he ought to have complied with any request 
from his brother not to speak of this simple one, and 
so he ‘ ordered the Bandi to see his brother at once 
The Bandi rose though against her will It was sne 
who had been serving hquor to the prince, now she 
beckoned another bandi to take charge of her duties , 
but the one who \Vas seated by her side snatched 
away the cup and sat close to the prince , at this the 
chief bandi’s^ face became reddened She was about to 
tell something but the prince took the other bandi 
closer and exclaimed with a loud laugh, — ' 1 

Don’t you get annoyed, my darling , Murad is not 
one’s exclusive property, “go to the Fakir" 

Bandi’s face became flushed the more, Wifh) great 
difhculty she controlled herself and having, pressed 
her lips^ together she, left the prince’s camp without 
speaking a syllable as usual Here merriment went, on 
as .usual 

' - I ^ i , 

Murad’s bandi who always suspected Aurangzeb 
and was afraid of him made for Aurangzeb’s camp 
in a terror She knew her services would not be 
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required by Aurangieb under any drcumstaoces 
whatsoever 

But reverse was the thing here ( Having come 
from the meny camp of Murad to that of Aurangzeb 
the bandi felt that ahe had plunged herself Into an 
abyss of darkness. She found Aurangieb seated on 
a common carpet surroauded by several long bearded 
hfoolvis with big volumes In their hands. The prince 
was busy conversing irith them on religious topics 
posing himself quite ignorant of the bloodshed 
which took place only sometime ago tn&ct the 
prince was absorbed la rellgloas conversation. 

The bandi stood before the prince Knmuktitg 
The prince told her that he wanted her on a partfcular 
political business There was another Kurmsk. Now 
the prince addressed her — 

" I believe you are a trustworthy bandi of my 
beloved brother' 

' The prince looks upon me with fecUcgi of 
affection *' was the modest reply 

* You are always with him. 

' Out of mere affection he always allows such.'’ 

‘ You know I presume that our beloved brother's 
life is always valuable before me. Now by the grace 
of God he has become Badabah and so his life Is 
very valuable In the eyes of the whole Sfahomedan 
community 

What reply could the bandi make ? ^ She only 
ano&ef kmnmk with a hung-down head 
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“ There might be several persons who would 
attempt the prince’s life for which we must be 
extremely careful Could you trust all the bandis 
that are always with him ?” obserbed Aurangzeb. 

Your worship, I am no better than they. But 
wc are women and so we are always on hostile terms 
with one another,” replied the bandi in a modest 
tone 

" I am glad that you speak the truth. You can’t 
tell anything concerning others then ?” demanded 
the prince 

“ This much I can tell it is only the trustworthy- 
women that are allowed to stay with them. How- 
can I say about other people’s minds ?” 

“ What can you do for the prince ?” 

" I could lay down my life even, if necessary ” 

“ I am glad I could rely/ upon you for the 
prince’s life You must always be very cautious, keep 
a strict eye upon all, now it is only upon' his life 
that the Mahomedan religion and empire solely depend. 
But you must be very very careful. As far as open 
injury goes, we are responsible , but as far as secret 
injury is concerned it is you and none but you are 
responsible, remember this. Be very careful, now 
you can leave.” ' ^ 

The bandi made for Murad’s camp in quick steps. 
The night wks far advanced then. ‘ The^soldiers were 
absorbed in sleep after a hard fight. Deep' silence 
reigned in the Mogul court. 
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On comrng: before Mumds cAmp the bandf felt 
rather bewildered A few minutes ago she found the 
camp fall of rnlrtfi bnt reverse waa the thing now 
What was all this ? Then tos it not Murad's camp ? 
No there was no mistaking as to that Then was 
it that the prince had fallen into a sudden sleep and 
that was why there was no merriment of any kind ? 

The band! entered the camp at once where she 
found the light burning but no bandls or dancing girls. 
The prince lay on his bed with his head plunged there- 
in. She Went up to the prince m haste and made h?ra 
lie with his head on the pillow 

Bom thoQgb of Hindu parentage the f>oor woman 
had become a Musulman s baodl. She loved Murad, 
with all her heart 

Murad was not a nonce in drinldng but had been a 
it^Iar devotee to it fora long time, and she bad been 
a* his service fore godd many years but she never 
fbund him In such a bdpleas state. The prince was 
notin bis senses. iHIS mouth was foaming all over 
Mere wine could not work all this 

The band! tned her utmost to restore the prince to 
his consaousness. She sprinkled rose water on his face 
and heiui but all her attempts were of no avail 

Fearing It had all been over with the jirince the 
band! became extremely anxious. She was at a loss 
to make out what to do under the circumstances. Those 
■who had left him In such a plight must have 
enemy and so It was useless to send them wofd who 
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knows that some of them had not given him poison 
causing his death ? 

Hearing foot steps behind the bandi turned back 
and was surprised to find that the prince Aurangi^eb 
was there in person She was still busy nursing Murad 
but finding Aurangzeb she jumped up 

“It was evident that this was due to excessive drink- 
ing I have been here on a particular state business^’’ 
said Aurangzeb 

‘ With these words he stepped up to his brother and 
having examined his face he ejaculated, 7-7 

“Ah me ' Brother is down with illness and there 
would be danger to his life if he is allowed to remain 
in this state here j , > 

- ' With these words Aurangzeb stepped out of the- 
camp and the bandi kept standing there like a wooden 
picture. 

In a few minutes Aurangzeb returned with four 
strong men who at once carried Murad in their arms 
V without speaking a word .Then the miserable , bandi 
fell at AurangzeVs feet supplicating, — / 

“Will your worship kindly allow me to stay with 
him” . 

Aurangzeb paused, awhile, then he replied, — • 

> “Stay with him if you dike,” ' , - ' 

On ‘ coming ' outside the baildi saW there were four 
caparisoned elephants withr upwards of, four 'hundred 
Mogul horsemen ready for ■"Murad. At Aurangzeb’^- 
bidding his men 5 carried Murad and, ^seated him on a 
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J/imdai on aji elephant back Then Anrangieb 
addressed the band/ — 

“Go and take your seat by the j/de of the 
pnnce, see that he suffers no Inconvenience in any 
way” 

The bandf plainly saw what was going to happen, to 
Marad. Her whole Crame became a mass of stone, as 
It were she seated herself by Murad’s ride IDre a 
poppet. There were abont a hundred horsemen 
behind each riephanL When they got oat of the 
-camp they took different paths. 

Lest any one should come to know where Murad 
•was going to be sent to. Aorangreb sent four elephants 
in different direction attended by one hnndred cavalry 
m each. There was no need for him to be so cantioas 
as every one in the camp was fast asleep due to severe 
exhaustion. 

Aurangxrfj* easily won over Marad s bandl and 
dandng girls save and except one. At his command 
-one of them mixed poison with wine and gave it to 
Murad, the result of which was that Marsd beesme 
totally unconscious. It would have been much better 
if the mixture could have finished him 

Aunmgieb knew full well nobody would disclose 
this secret story but he understood that the trust 
worthy beloved bandl of Murad had come to know 
<very thing and would surely divulge every thing 
Therefore he thought of finIsUng her any how bat 
when she wanted to accompany Murad he readily 
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consented only with tlie object of keeping her aloof 
from society along with Murad. ’ 

The bandi understood all this, but she was not 
in the least sorry. Having placed Murad’s head on 
her lap with great care she began to fan him with the 
skirt of her cloth. The long-looked-for dream of the 
ill-fated Murad was broken for good and all. When he 
reovered his sense lo and behold he found himself a 
captive in the dreadful dungeon of the Gwalior fort. 
His hopes of becoming Badshah had gone for ever. 
Now the loss of his life was threatened every moment.^ 
When he saw the bandi with him, he heaved a 
deep sigh and addressed her in a soft pitiful tone. 

“I was under the impression this world is a land of 
demons, but now I find my mistake and there are men 
also who have the heart. 

Having paused a while he added in a soft tone — 

“I never knew that there are dreadful demons in 
human form in this world before a despicable 
wretcn the Mogul idol could not stay for a minute. 



CHAFTER XV 
ON TilE WA\ TO AGR^ 

The news of the Fatcyabad fight arrived jd Agra, 
Jasobant Singh rctamed to hlj •own country after the 
defeat This news upset the whole country 

A terrible itorm rose within the Rang No 

body knew how It would terminate. Sensation pre- 
Taflcd every where. Both the princesses became mad- 
Jahanora pressed Dara to Imprison Roshenara at onco 
•as she was communicating everything regarding them 
to the enemy But Dard bad hot the courage to do 
that On the other hand he addressed his father — 

"I have decided to go to the field in person so you 
ought not to stay here during my absence, As you are 
111 you had better go to Kashmir ibr sometime.^ 

With a sad laugh' the Badshah replied — 

‘ My son I ^Vant to pass the remainder of my days 
here and so do not like to move an inch from my Ta^* 
There Is no more enjoyrofnt for me only I want to lie 
side by side within my Taj for good and all Who 
ever among yon might be Badshah, you would not 
stand In my way I hope. 

Jahanara entorvened rather In a choked voice 
•Father should Auranzob be the emperor there is * 
dangM of my life «nd yet I won t leave you under 
.any drcumatanccs. 
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Holding his beloved daughter by the hand^ the 
■emperor replied rather in sadness, — 

"Jahanara, you are my daughter worthy of the 
name 

Now Dara began to gather soldiers Even then 
the Rajput rulers sat hemming m Agra with their 
-soldiers so that Aurangzeb could, not easily enter the 
town especially there was a terrible row among his 
.troops on account of Murad’s disapperance He had 
not the courage enough to advance onwards until he 
'■pacified them. He was coming towards Agra slowly, 
Dara on the other hand, advanced witli the object 
of humiliating his brother - - 

Just on the eve of his departude Dara addressed 
his son — 

“ Lali, I have sent Raja Joy Singh to obstruct Suja' 
on the way, you just take five thousand soldiers with 
you and go and help him without losing a moment.” 

Eali Sahib had not the slightest intention to leave 
Agra for various reasons and so he, replied, — , , 

‘‘.Whom shall I put in charge of the fort in that 
fOase” was the query , r j o ! . 

“I shall see to that” , was. the reply iif 

' In history) Lali Sahib was styled as, prince solemati 
He was called Lali Sahib on p.ccoutit ' of his hapdsome 
appearance. He was about t\venty-two . at : the time 
we are speaking. > 

On coming out he told everything to Sailesh 
Roy who said, — 


t \ 
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I wish I could go and fight with Aurang^ 

" Your going to the ficW is out of the question.* 
wa5 the npjy 

Sailesh replied in extreme surprise, — 

Ho;p is that ? Tm >’oar body*guard and so I 
ought to be with you always. 

“ Both father and myself have to leave Agra and 
go to the fidd. Those who would remain here are onr 
IHcnd or enemies as to which I have not the least idou 
Tills much is certain that wo can t bdleve anybody 
■ex ce pt Jahanara. Hero we most have men in whom 
wo can confide fully ' was the reply 

Sallesh returned — 

‘ I'm glad you have got confidence me. Bat — 

* There is no *T>ut‘’ here. You have always, to 
look to our interest You have to gather privately and 
to communicate to us everything which transpues 
here.** 

"I whall be the last person to part with you. * 

"You have to stay hero at the calls of duty 
Cesides Gul whose \rtiereabouts are not known yet, 
most be ferretted out ^ SannyaainI who 

rs staying in the Begum Mahal her welfare must he 
looked to aa welL Who could goarrantee wo would 

ictomtoAgral You bang to another country and ro 

you couirf easfly go to ywr own ewntry with the 
Sannyasiiii as well as Protiva If you could find 
fher'* 

While saying ail this the princes voice bicame 
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almost choked.,, He turned away , his face. Now 
Sailesh Roy questioned, — , 

‘ \Vhat should be ^y duties here ?” , ^ 

("The same duties as, before From to-day, you 
and the Rajput soldiers under you are appointed as the 
bodyguard of the emperor and Jahanara both.'' , 
“Whose command shall I carry out ?'’ 

,, “When there’s a, command either from the emperor 
or the princess, you must carry it out at once , otherwise 
you, must do whatever you would deem proper.” 

“When will you start, pray ?” j ’ 

“To-day , no time to lose,” ' - 

^ ,,With these, words the prince was about to enter his 
quarters when he turned back>adding, — ; 

“Another serious task — you must keep , a strict eye 
upon certain persons.” 

On Lali Sahib’s departure Sailesh kept , standing 
there musing ; then he exclaimed in a tone of 
pity^ — 

“At what an inauspicious moment ^ I ^must have 
arrived ,at Agra ! I am simply being burnt by a 
terrible fire, day and night I obtained a high post 
in the court after all, and so thought,! ^should be happy 
now But Heaven wills -it otherwise. ' When Aurangzeb 
has won the victory in the first battle, then w'ho knows 
what w'ould be our fate ? I am ,Dara’s man. Wheie 
would my post be or my head ? At what an unlucky 
hour I must have seen Protiva ! Will it ever fall 
to my lot to meet her again I It was she who was the 
8 
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f<K)t-caifse of thIs-ferribJe fire tnthVh;ch I am bang 
burnt by inches T 

At this stage there was an uproar outside. ’ 'Ercry 
heart xVis filled wiA tonstematlon and s6 many rushed 
out of the fort to see what It n-as about and cohsidcr 
'ng the onerCrus dudes entrusted to him Sallesh also 
hastened outside. ‘ 

On^ coming to bis bed chamber Lall finhib found 
Mbtiya seated on a choir asleep She m a Hiirrlor's 
dress. She hid not a fvtnk of sleep the previous night. 
The prince kept oa gazing on hdr with sIcadWast ^eyes. 
Then he bent himself and kis^ on her rosy checks. 

J ^ Surprised, Motiya started op with a big jdrap. 
Immediately she was about to bring out her sword 
from the sheath bat she laughed emt saying — 

* Oh, Is it you 

Who ioald be to audadouf as to do that ?" 

Without heeding the pnncc's words Motiya demamL 
cd In an anxious tone, — 

*^Why do’you look so tad 

- ”1 am leaving ycm. It la no wonder that I woold 
look so ' 

i "Leaving ns ? Eh I was the anxious query 
^"ram ofTfbf the field \vlth fathcris command." 

J ‘It 'is no wonder that the hero and son of a hero 
wOuId go to the fidd Your fore-father* from Jlabar 
downwkrds have all been In the field and so you ha\T 
{o fight a 'great many hattiei There Is nothing to be 
Wbnderdd’ it ^ ^ 
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” 1 know. I know, too, fighting is our chief 
occupation. That I shall go to the field is a fact 
at which Babar’s descendants would feel rejoiced. 
One thing pains me very much that I shall have 
to leave you all.^’ 

“Whom are you speaking of leaving 
“Well, you — all of you.*’ 

“Excluding me, surely. Wherever you would 
be, I must be What is the good of my putting 
on the garb of a male person ? Don’t you know I, 
a Turkish girl, am not in the least afraid of the fight ?” 

“Sailesli Roy was anxious to go with me , 
when I explained to him everything he has consented 
to stay here.” 

“He ought to stay here as you and your father are 
going to the field. A competent and tnistworthy 
man must remain here, especially when GuL has 
not been traced out. Dulali is within the Begum 
Mahal, more ovei, — ” 

The prince said rather in a smile, — 

“She has consented to stay here, so that there 
is no more anxiety on her account.” 

“Have you got anything more to say ?” 

What I mean is that you ought to stay here 
nnder the' circumstances. 

“For Heaven’s sake, prince, don’t you order so. 
there is no other place for me except youf companJ^ ' 
“Had you stayed heie, yoil could have kept a 
strict eye upon our enemies.” 
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"Sallrtli Ro> outside and Dulall inside that 
would be enough to heep us from ao) danger’* 
•*Mo I what’t \rriitcn In our fore-head no body 
ctwid foretell. It might be we >I)on't return to 
J^gra- 

**Don t )*oo otter to \ou would ttUirned to 
Agfa In triumph after a great victory 

Aurangacb has von the lint victor) We hare 
h^nl of iluruda ditappenrance. 

Luch foitovi's Aurangteb and so who hnowY vre 
<han t hav*c the some fate as Murad when we fall 
Into the cruel hands of Aurangteb.’* 

“I must hare the .Mmofstea.s you” 

‘ Supposing >00 are made a captive. TTien ?— 
"Wliat's this ffword for ? The Turkish gli’l 
knows very «tJI how to dnre the sivord Into her 
onn breast." 

hxecutlon would be our fate only if we fall 
Into their hands.’’ 

,The executioner has to chop olT two heads all 
at once In that case. Prince, this slave is klwa>-s at 
>*our sendee. 1 wUI never Jearo your company 
Why do >*ou waste >*oor time in this idle talk ? 
a is yo\3 who shall win the victory, Dara would 
succeed to the throne of his good father and after 
him you would be the emperor Don't you fling 
tlicsc false threats. 

Having heaved a deep sigh Lali Sahib said In 
^ sad tone,-— 
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•'Moti, you have little idea about the Mogul 
Dyncsty. Very n\c11, be ready then, I start in a 
couple of hours ’’ 

, "Ready I am.” 

The prince said to himself in a sad tone, 

"I am not worthy of the love this girl entertains 
for me. Shall I ever be able to repay this genunc 
love? Heaven knows what is in store for me. 



CHAPTER XVI 


aiAACE. 

A great change had come over the fate of Agra^ 
Dara had already started tdth about a lac of soldiers 
and a good raon^ gun^ to fight Wth Aurangteb. Prince 
X«aII Sahib alias Soleman Sbao had already proceeded 
tov.'ards Allahabad to obstruct Suja on the way — with 
there departure a great change bad naturally come over 
Agra. People hod not the boldness to speak In a loud 
tone ewybody had been dbcussiog about this terri* 
ble fight rather (n private. 

The business at Agra had entirely been at a stand 
stlU Many %vcm lying indoors concealed while several 
others had fled to the far-off country The whole town 
seemed to have been covered with a cloud of sadness 
and stillness. In fact that crerga) Agra looked other 
wise. Those Amirs and Otnraos who had always iodulg 
cd themseh cs In pleasures bad all gone to fight on behalf 
of either side, friends or foe. All along the citizens 
were enjoying peace, but now sign of gloominess ail 
over Now they were heaving deep sl^is looking 
towards the Taj and thinking to themselves that theJr 
peace of mutd had all gone with Mam Taj Mahals 
pcmlse 
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As for the fort, it was not the same fort as before. 
Only with a handful of soldiers ,Azam Khan w;as de- 
fending the fort A thousand Rajputs lay encamped on 
the banks of the Jumna as before, but jSailesh 
had lost their sympathy ' He understood plainly 
he could not lay confidence on them even for a, 
minute 

They would without any scruples join the party who 
would show signs of victory For all these reasons 
Sailesh looked blapk all around. Lali Sahib’s departure 
had made him feel it more keenly. He had , not a 
minute’s peace Perhaps he would not have, felt so^ 
rnuch if he had any particular task to perform , infact he 
had no other person to speak to except his servant 
Gangaram For some, time past Pandayji and Hingan 
Khan had not shown themselves Infact there was 
no'^'clue to their whereabouts , 

There was noi rejoicing within thd Begum Mahal. , 
The Badshah lay confined in bed _ Jahanara was always 
with him No, body spoke in a, loud tone Ai^^ 
undreamt-of silence prevailed in the Rangmahal., 
There was no junketing of any kind — merry jokes, 
singing and dancing, etc , , , i ^ 

« Jahanara was always busy attending to her father 
not caring to look after the Begum mahd So Roshenara 

i 

wds all in all. ' She said openly that Aurangzeb would 
be the emperor as Data had no chancp.,of returning 
to Agra. 

r /Thinking it was not proper for Dulali to stay there 
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In tha! condition OuIsII Jiddrciwd Jahanara one day^ — 

I ought not to *ta> here an> more.' 

^IIow can j’ou go away leaving lather In such a 
•ad plight 

•I’m not going to Icaw Agra- I might be of some 
5Cndcc to Dara while 1 am oat of the Begum mahal but 
not 50 long a* I am here; * 

'Shall I tell father about It Y* 

”Hc u in and ^ should not be disturbed Fm hero 
ytt and wll! tec him when I find an opportuoitj " 

Jahanara raUed no more objection- She called 
eunuch Gani and told him to make all possible arrange- 
ments for Dulali s departure. That very cvcnlog 
t>uUll left the fort 

Seated within his solitary room SaBesb Ra> one day 
was thinking various thoughts. There was no end to 
It He was sorely aniaous for Prodva, His anxiety 
increased a hundred fold only because she had not 
been traced out Gdngarara was preparing his mculs 
Insde when he Io6ked towards the door startled. It 
was 4 woman. ' 

A candle was burning in a comer of the room' 
dimly so it was hard for him to make out the woman 
but be irodcTstood that she was a common up country 
stoman— might be a fruit •ellcr 

When the wonian stepped Up fo him Sadesh 
exclaimed With emotion , > ^ t 

« Eb r Vou here. ^ 

«fhavc juit lel^ the Begunl Mahal, Both Dara 
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^nd Lali have left Agra. What's the use of staying at' 
the Begum Mahal ? Rather I would do much if I am 
out side.’ 

" Cheered up Sailcsh replied, — 

“You have done well I am alone and so doii't 
know what I should do Now I shall be able to con- 
sult with you in all my actions.” 

“ It is for this reason that I have come here. I 
have been to Dayamani’s place again.” 

“Well and good. What should we do now ?” 
"Protiva’s recovery should be our first aim ” 

“ Protiva’s recovery ! Have you got a clue to her 
whereabouts ?" 

“Rather I was not sitting at the Rang Mahal” 

“ That I know Is she at Jodhpore ?” 

“ It is a lie — sheer he, I don’t know why Jasobant 
Singh said so.” ^ 

“ That upcountry man promised to give me the 
correct information if he was paid for it 
" Which upcountry man mean ?” 

“Who came with me from Benares and about to 
whom I told you’’ ' “ 

“Oh! I understand, Where’s he now ?” 

“That I know not, Last few days both he and 
Hingan are not in evidence.” ' ‘ 

“ Did you speak about them to Lah Sahib ?’’ 

“Yes, every thing ' 

“ Wnat steps did he take ?‘, ' 

“He told me nothing, only ' this much if that 
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wretched rascal knenr about Protbra he also wo^Id 
know about her " , 

”D»d yon make enquiries as to their disappearance ?“ 
^Ycs, I went to Hlngan Khans house and made 
enquiries there. His servant could not tell me anything 
about jhts master He told me that he had gone to 
bring a Baljl after giving wine and food to his master ' 

I Where did Hingan get money so suddenly f 
* He said that a young Mahamedap boy came to 
Htngan and ga\r him money On his return he 
found no body In the room. There ynus, enacted a 
temble aSalr in th^ room resulting in bloodshed and 
since then no due to their whereabouts." ^ 

^Vas that up-country man also there P 
Yes he also aus there.”” 

Xhilall paused for a while and then said — ^ 

*^1 believe that Mabamedan boy was no other^^than 
Mpbya ?* ^ 

With extreme surprise Sailesh exclaimed — ^ 

Was it Motiya T , ’ 

, ■^**jVc 3 , this is my conviction I bcUeve alw that 
the pnnee was close by He arrived In time and 
have kept them concealed. 

Bat what could be the earthly reason for him to 
keep roe in the dark about It ?” ^ i 

DulaJl ^d in a laugh — j ^ 

‘ This is called Impenal whim c r ^ 

‘His intention is to bring Frotiva before you quite 

iuia)veTC3,and thus td cause you sarpnse. ^ , 
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This explanation did not satisfy Sailesh How- 
ever he paused a while before adding — 

“Have you got, a clue to Protiva^s whereabouts ?’’ 
“Whatever I have gathered I don^t know whether 
it is correct I have come to know many things while at 
the Begum Mahal My conviction is that it is Roshe- 
nara ivho had kept her under concealment 
With extreme surprise Sailesh burst out— 

Roshenara * and why ?” 

“Why? only to wound sister’s feeling, ^ there 
might be other motives ” , 

“How dreadful ' Where has she been kept, 
concealed ?” 

“That I can’t tell for certain It is our duty now' 
to find that out ” 

’ J 

“What you have gathered, kindly tell me ” , i 

“I have won over one of Roshenara’s bandis, 
who has furnished me with this information ” 

“Kindly tell me at once what more you have heard.” 
“I hear that on receiving a forged, letter under your 
name through Patema Protiva left the fort without 
any body’s knowledge” , , , 

“Eh ! A forged letter under my name !” , 

“Yes, It was written therein tliat you would, 
fall into a dreadful danger if Protiva did not meet 
5'ou .that night,” ^ , 

“What danger ?” 

“Murad also sent men to take her away and 
what happened then, we all knpw' r Roshenara kept 
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■a 'few trust worthy men ready In hind. She did 
not like to sec that the poor girl would go into 
brother’s hands but she was very careful at the 
•same Qme not to let brother know her actions and 
iilodves. Her men were lying In ambush and they 
wobld snatch away the girl from Murads hands if 
necessity aroie.^ 

'How dreadful ? There's no work under the sun 
•these people arc not up to So much roguery 
with brother r 

When there was alight between Jahinaras 
-and Mbrad s men over this girl nve took 
•away but ehe Bed from us on the belief that 
were her enemies, it Is presumed therefore 
<faas fallen Into the hands of Roshenara s men, 

'What docs the band! say ?*’ 

'She can't tell anything more-” 

It was very wrong of Frotiva to have thus 
•nm away ” 

We could not have saved her erth If she did not. 
They would have taken her iway after murdering us- ' 
“Wts this body of roloe without any atrenfth f 
I could have aaved her from the hands of these 
'ruffians even at the risk of my life. 

■»\Ve were without any weapons and so we would 
1)0 quite useless. They would has-e murdered us, 
aure os a fete.” 

HdmnE paused a while Sallesh obserred- 
“Wbst could be the remedy now 1 
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"Mv conviction in it <>> Ro^hcnara who has 
<icta5nei;t Pro{i\-a. Kow that Data and I-ali Sahib 
arc not hc't? Jnlnnara cannot take any action 
under the pre^-ent circumntanccv.” 

Saiif.h ob'Crvai in a threat di'^pondcnt tone, — 

"What'*- tile rc.nccU then ?” 

“Kovhenara known how to ‘'tea] away a girl, 
liut do WT not ’ We would alnr> pay Iter in her 
cwai coins b> ‘'tending away the gir!.'^ 
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HOPE EMUS. 

Dara's hopes a-erc all gone. He fdl upon Aurangieb 
■with great enlhusiasm but only to be defeated. About 
thirty miles from Agra mu situated the plain of 
Samaghar where a tombic fight took place between 
the two brothers. 

No body can ovcf-jvle the decrees of Dara 
was defeated nith thrice the number of troops 
Auranffxeb had with hjm When donng the fight Para 
encouraged his own troops from clephanl*back to fight 
more rehementJy a bullet came upon his eJepbaot 
v>hlch caused the animal to run amuck and so be was 
obliged to alight tt^th a jump at this stage a Howdab 
man was blown away by the cannon ball no bod> 
knew where. As for Dare he was no longer seen he 
was given up for lost or killed la the action. Thinking 
all this bis troops took to flight and everything was 
over The sun of Daras skj set for good and all 
Finding it would be quite hopeless Dara fled from the 
field of battle. 

A dreadful aiTair followed when the news arrived 
at Agra- Ever) body loved Dara nay esteemed him 
but no body had the confidence in Aurangieb People 
knew he hod a strong hatred towards the Hlndu-i. 
When thej came to bear that Dara was defeated the 



1 


HOPE ENDS 


12 / 


Hindu te^idents' of Agra began to ' run awa}’- Icavibg 
their houses behind. This gave the country men the 
opportunity to commit plunder and pillage 

When sailesh heard about this, he told Ins Rajput 
soldiers to follow him only to save the citizens from 
the hands of the plunderers but' far frOm obeying his 
orders, they made for their own homes, Tlie condition 
of Sailesh’s mind at that time was simply indescribable 
Finding himself quite at a loss what to do he got 
-almost frantic In a single day the big post’ of a 
general of one thousand soldiers was lost to him and 
he became the same street beggar as ever 

A great storm arose all around. No desciplme througli 
•out' Agra Marauding and disturbance all over. 
Nearly half the population of Agra ran away for fcai 
of their 'lives. It was a thing which was beyond the 
power of pen to describe. ' ' ‘ ^ 

There was a sensation in the Begam Mahal also. 
The bandis ran away with whatever they could lay 
their hands on, there being no one to keep ' them 
under control. ^ Suja, Aurangzeb arid Murad, had taken 

{ i 

their respective ' bandis and begums with thern. It 
was only Dara’s family who were withiri the ' fort 
Now when they came to hear ■ about the result of the 
fight, they all took a few trustworthy men with Whom ‘ 
they fled from the fort with all their belonging's ’and 
ran towards Lahore as they meant' to join Dara where 
he 'had 'already 'fled. ^ ^ ' 

■Only the ^old emperor remained in the fort' 'The 
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loving dutiful daughter, regardless of her own life, did 
not leave her sld^ fether Within the entire Begum 
Mahal it was only the father and daughter who -^ved 
there. As for princess Roshenara, she left the fort 
and went to sec her victorious brother 

As for Sallesh Ray, he found nothing but darkness 
all around. In this strange place he was rather placed 
m worst arcumstances at present Formerly his life 
^vas not in jeopardy with no fear of exccatioa. Bat 
now there was daoger to his life eve ry moment Many 
had come to know that he was Para’s man and so his 
head would be s e v er ed from his body sure as fate, only 
if he should &11 into the cruel hsmds of Aorangreb. 

The miserable Saflesh Ray comprehended all this. 
He understood too that there was no other alternative 
than flight, who would help him now But he heard 
that Protiva was at Agra and that was why be was 
not wHUng to move an Inch from here. 

He wa v ered for a couple of days without 
moving away from Agra- Paring this time he had 
no news from PulalL She promised to sec him but 
did not keep her word. She told him not to more 
away from the spot as she meant to sec him there 
for this simple reason he was not Inclined to leave 
Agra. 

On the third day after the fight Aurangreb came 
near Agra with all his troqps. Thinking It unsafe 
to stay here any more. Sallesh fltd fropi Agra 
H-itb his servant* Every one was flying jcnsation 


129 


ON THE WAY TO AGRA’ 

all over and so he was not noticed by any, body. 
He put- off the warnor’s dress and having garbed 
himself as a common citizen he left the town 
■ Sailesh Ray had called at Dayamony’s j place 
but no Dulali there. Noi body could furnish 
information - about her. Early morning ■ she • left 
without telling others know^ where she was going. 
Agra' was 'not in safety now and so Sailesh Ray 
became sorely anxions for her < ; ’ 

> Thinking it ' was useless to talk ivitli «this old 
'woman Sailesh Ray began to wait at the Jumna 
ghat with a dejected heart He felt extremely 
restless, 'Gangaram-was only muttering to himself as 
usual, The circumstances into which Sailesh’ had 
fallen were , simply indescribable. For a while he sat 
down, then I again he - rose and paced to and fro and 
then again he got up Infact he could not sit at ,one 
place for some length of time ^ 

On heanng of some quick steps behind at about 
9 ocldck in \the evening he turned back startled and 
found I 'that Dulali for whom he was so anxious had 
turned up. ' At this his heart was filled with ecstasy. 
DalaU gave him no time to speak , she only said, — 
‘^Lose’ a moment and every thing t will be spoilt 
This IS the golden opportunity for us 

Sailesh wks going to tell her some thing but 'Dulali 
interrupted him wdth the w’ords — , - 

“You > Will hear every thing afterwards — Come on 
n:)w.'” ' 
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At this S^csh followed her ' 

When Sailcah entered the room, he was rather sur- 
prised to find two sturdy Moguls Jn warrior’s dresa 
i(cpt on looking at them with steadfast eye* at 
which Dulali said hither afnused — i 

'No fear These arc my men. You wflj also hare 
to dress as a Mogul to night ' 

Why, why, where have to go to ?* demanded 
Sailesh Roy 

To Agra. If we could recover Protiva h>- 
nl^t weD and good otherwise her recovery would 
turn out to be an irapoarihiity.. 

^Have you come to know where she is 1 was the 
emodonai question. 

“I will tell yoa every thing later on You just 
change your dress and put on the dress of a Mogul 
warrior” 

Why 30?“ 

'"We fth aM have to go to Agra,— amidst enemies you 
must know Agra is hemmed In by Moguls who are 
all Anrangtcb s men. Under the circumstances no body 
would detect us If we are dressed as Moguls,” 

Without uttering a ayflabie Sallcsh Ray b^n to 
chwigo hU dresi. In a trice he vra. mctiunorphtrted 
into a veritable Mogul by Dolall— ?n adept In the aft df 
glmulatlori. On tying up a sword in his waiitbtnd 

fihe questioned — ' ^ 

"You baVe strength in your arms, I presume- 
Sailesh replied rather in hanghteur. 
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"Unfortunelly I have not got the opportunity yet to 
show what I am . ■ . 

"A golden opportunity has presented itself' now, 
Both strength and valour are necessary , a very serious 
’task”' . 

“Where have we to go ? 

“You will come to know it erelong 

I know you love Protiva with all;your heart ; I know, 
too, you would lay down your life - only if you could 
recover her , on the other side, the indomitable princess 
Hoshenara is the sovereign of Delhi now.” i 

- “Have you got any news about the prince Dara?’^ 

“ He has run away from the field after a defeat. 
His hopes of wearing the crown are all gone. His 
capture now means the severance of his head from 
the body. » 

“What about Lali Sahib, pray ?” 

“True he defeated Suja with the help of Jay Singh, 
but the Rajput ruler deserted him when he heard of 
Dara’s defeat and Aurangzeb^s victory. I hear that Lali- 
Sahib has ' gone away ; with a handful of men unth 
him.” 

“What about Motiya ?” 

‘ If she is not killed in the action, she must be ^\lth 
Lali Sahib.” ' 

With a deep sigh Sailesh exclaimed, — - » 

“Now every thing is over. It is a sin to stay with 
these Moguls They are devoid of every thing — regard 
foriparents, affection for brother’s, devoid infact of all 
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th6 fir\er • dements \Vorthy of man, I Ldl Sahib al^-ays 
n?ed to stay — ^ f 

"It Is a curse from above upon the Mogul Dynasty " 
don t think any body will escape the ruthless 
hands of Aurangzeb who knows that the demon will 
not commit patrldde^ replied Dulali in a sad tohe, — 
Saflesh rejoined gtartlcd, — 

‘‘How' dreadful I absurd — absurd on the very face of 
9t > Man |s not up to such a hdnoos crime,* 

'The term *ab5urd is not in Aurangrebs \’ocu 
bulaiy He it was who won Murad over by holding 
out the hope of making him the emperor and then 
Acnt him over where Heaven knows, he will make 
away with alt his Idnsmcn and rdabons. 
i‘\Vnt the Rajputs ailow him to do this 
‘‘It Is not in thdr power to cope with bhn, But 
you will find that Aurangrebs hatred towards the 
JHndus would brir^ about the don’nfall of the Mogul 
empire. I was not 'far wrong whan I predicted on 
the funeral day? of Mam Tajma h ak There goc^ 
jLiiav the Mo^nl Idol On that very day was sown 
the seed of the dowmlall tree. Aunungiebs Mogul 
empire would not last Let it aionc. Uc n«d 
not discuss these matters at present. b>ow the onJ> 
object which compdis us to stay here Is Brotlras 
rcccn-cry ” 

'‘\Vh> <do >txi delay then?* said Saflesh m 
an emodoru / ^ , 

w “No more ddaj Come sharp The swift boat 




' CHAPtER ^ 

NOCTORNAL EXPEDITION i 

It KVRs In this boat that Saileah Ray had gone to 
Agra tWth Lalisabib once before. It was the very 
same boat In which SaJlMlT^Ray was again gc^ng 
to-day But where was that lovely Sahib the 
beIovod«of aJI beloved to-day ? Ho who was pre^cstioed 
to become Emperor of Delhi U doomed to be the 
tfcet beggar to-day Wo know not with what dlfBculty 
he was passing his days m the pingle withoat food 
Ev*en with all this short acqnalDtance they became 
very intimate with each other So Sailesfa b^an to 
love him as a brother \^ile sitting In the boat to-day 
the associations connected with Lali Sahib came 
uppermost In his mind and so he began to feel it too 
keenly He said to himself — 

"He It was who gave shelter to this helpless and 
homeless beggar I wish I could have stayed with 
him now T 

SaUesh consoled himself with the words — 

“I am not In fault He It vrzs who forbade me 
to accompany hlm.^ 

Then he thought to himself,— 

"I am an Insignificant being and so I ought not 
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ti> nt-Hdlc in thi-? ihrnnc nfT.nr Should I ever succeed 

jn rcco/crin" I’rotjvi and m.iVc her o%cr to her 
parents, thai would be the proper vengeance on my 
part, Would It not 

Dulali ,addrcr'‘<rl him abruptly, ■— 

•'Sailcdi Kay, wo mt>;hl have recoufic to homicide 
could you do that for Protiva ? 

“Ht'^tnKtde »«: p:rmK.';d)!c dutinri warfare. Which war- 
rior falk h ick from that 

‘‘We miKl trv to avoid action*: bv' all means ; consc- 
qucntlv Ji would be neccs ary to munlcr sentinels 
there '* 

At there words Sailesb started up. He did not 
remember if he had ever killed an ant in his life but 
now he had tr» commit homicide So he replied, — 

"Such a treacherous crime I have never committed 
in mv life nor do i adv i*-c anv one to commit such an 
act ” 

Dulah said in a smil", — 

"I hav'c been within the Mogul court from a child 
and therefore I do not shudder when I bear of such a 
thing. I have seen persons who have been thrown down 
the top of the fort , I have seen persons who have been 
crushed to death under the feet of the elephant , I have 
also seen people who have been devoured by dogs ” 

Sadesh Ray exclaimed in an emotion, — 

"I beg your pardon. I don’t like to hear of the 
misdeeds of the Moguls. They arc demons in human 
shape ” ' j ■ 
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DuIaJI said In a laagh — ' 

We must hold Set a thief to catch a thief" policy 
here. What I mean to say is that we most have'to prove 
ourselves demons when we have'to recover i>rotlva 
from the hands of the demons j unnecessary bloodshed 
I mutt tell you Is not my Intention. Should we gain 
our end without bloodshed, well and good But wc 
must be prepared to make array with some lives If 
necessary * 

Sallesh Ray uttered not a syllable. After a slight 
pause Dulali said,— < 

•*11 is therefore I have brought two men with me, 
they won t scruple In the least to make proper use of 
the dagger In darkness. 

To speak the plain truth SaOeab Roy did not like 
DulalPs words without making any rejdy to her words 
he demanded — 

\Vc are going to the other side of the river At 
what particular spot Is she kept, pray ?' 

Dulall said 

'TnOs side Is full of Mogul*. They are making 
many day and night I hear Aurangicb had got pos- 
session of the treasury has made large rewards to his 
soIdJtrs and hence they arc so full of mirth." 

'Did you go to Agra 

^ ‘ I did otherwise bow could I gather to much 

information tyou must know no other persoa woakJ 
have dared to go there. No woman Is jsafe in Agra 
to-day I warrant you- 
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"How dreadful ! you ought 'not to have gone there 
at a'l ” 

"No body eared to look at me, dressed -as I was an 
ugly mad woman.’' 

" Did you get any new's about the emperor ?’’ 

"I am told both the emperor and princess Jahanara 
are made captives as Aurangzeb had kept sentinels 
there ’’ 

“ How' shocking that the son w’ould deal with father 
in this fashion !’’ 

" But I hear too that Aurang:;>cb did not enter the 
fort, He wrote a letter to his father wuth much apology 
statmg*that Dara should not be given so rtiuch indulgence 
and that he w'as an infidel and so he must be proclaimed 
as an abdicated son But finding the Badshah 
throwing cold water on his proposal Aurangzeb has 
appointed his son Mahamad Sultan as commander of 
the Fort Both father and daughter have been 
confined.” 

"Had the wretched rascal put the emperot into jail ?' 

^ "No, no he has hot gone so far They are at 
present in the same state as before with this difference 
that they are 'ho longer in touch with outsiders Virtu- 
ally speaking, — Aurangzeb is the emperor now ” < ’ 

At this time Sailesh Ray looked towards the coast 
saying,— ' ’ ’ » ' 

"We are ’jUSt passing Agra” 

"We are for'Khushru Bagh the garden belonging to 
Roshenara.”' said Dulali >' > i ‘ ■ 
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'^oshcnara s gardem I Is ProUva there T demaoded 
Sailcsh In an anxicms tone. 

Vcs this is what I ha\*e heard I hear that Prohra 
has been kept confined and conccaJed there.** 

Is there ajiy certainty as to this t 
It is a moral certainty Wheri Roshenara does not 
stayt there a durwan is placed at the gate beside^ the 
gardener I have formed an acquaintance tnth the 
Ihirwan who tvould await my presence there at i mid 
night , ; 

Does he say that Protiva is -tbere ?** 

’‘No he bos not said so. Probably he docs not 
Know anything about her Roshenara scndsjJi flew 
servant every day This man has come here Iq the 
raonung and will go away when another servant copje* 

In to*morrcnv morning ” n i 

‘VVhy so ?* 

This gives me grave sospldon that Prptl\'a has 
been kept In concealment here. My suspicion Is 
tdnfirmcd the more for the following reason, when I 
asked his permission to go Into and have a visit of the 
garden, ho raised no objection and so showed /ne It 
On close examination I Xound nobody i there, but 
found the garden well farmshed-r I think there were 
any secret chambers within -i r 

How then coaid she be concealed there ?” 

I noticed a bower just Iichind the building which 
5vas patroUed by a Khoja. I wanted to go over there 
but the Darwan stood m my tvay saying no body was 



nocturnal EX^’EDITION 


139 - 


ordered to go to that quarter, I tried to pursuade 
him by various means and yet , he said that the place 
was guarded by a khoja as the princess had her treasury 
there where all her valuables had been kept.” 

“Did you find any room there f’* 

No room fell in sight The place was surrounded 
by walls of creepers My firm conviction is that there 
must be chambers within the bower where the poor 
girl is kept.l’ 

“It may be treasury, also. Eh 
“May be But we must remove our doubts. We 
must try our utmost Should we fail in our attempts 
we shall have only to curse our own fate I am the 
last person to imagine that Roshenara would keep, her 
valuables here instead of , keeping there within the 
fort V < , t , , > i 

“Mogul’s fort always 'changes hands. To-day it 
belongs to one, but*to-morrow it goes into some other 
Jiands. Just see only two days ago the fort belonged to 
Dara, but to-day it ,is Aurangzeb’s property , Under 
the circumstances T,itAS not surprising that Roshenara 
would keep her belongings concealed in thi^ garden ”, 
“Well i I can’t , refuse, your . argument It may, .be 
quite possible , But I have^ gathered from my,-^ 'recent 
stay at the.beguin mahal tliat it is iRoshenara who has 
stolen away Protiva , for a .certain motive and as 
Protiva IS not,, in the .Begum Mahal^ I am inclined to 
believe that, she is., confined {'within the .garden in 
question”;;. 
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'Supposing shefs not In the g^cn thcrc'wcwld 
be unnciicssary horaidde.'* ' ' ' ^ 

' unnecessary homlddc I am not inclined ifor’ Let 
me sec hovs matters stand oh I what Impoiribnities 
I had to achieve while I was In touch with the Mbguls 
?n ray childhood In this old age also I meet with a 
drallar fate." 

All this Is due to niy misfortune. Vou would 
have returned to yoar own conntry had yod 1 not met 
this miserable self 

Heaven wDIs It so." 

The boat passed Agra and Went faf off towards ^ 
-west and had gone almost to the coast MaJi looked 
around and then said *— 


Now go across the river ’ . 

Th. pUed on a, ordered. Saileeb. ^ 

^ perturbed with no end 

not rZdbutsatqalet. 

tron away When the boat got to ^ hore both of 

where the boat 

front with no human “ Z Sailed, irtd 

rrrrc-Ei"^“.r--- 
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ing buzzing of the cricket made the ,place mor6 fright- 
ful. The mirthful revelry of the, Moguls became 
audible at the far-off Agra 

Having come to a short distance Dulali said, — 

“As for the door keeper I am responsible, But 
as far as the Khoja is concerned you, must deal with 
him according to the exigencies of the case and in time 
of need these two men would help you 
“ Are there any other men in the garden 
" When I called there, I found no other persons 
except the Durwan and the khoja But I heard 
there were ten gardeners also whose quarters are 
sutuated in a corner They must have been asleep 
by this time or they might have gone to Agra for 
merry making” 

Every one became silent All ad\anced on with 
hasty steps in front of Roshenara^s pleasure garden 
Khushru Bagh, Dulali stopped and said in a loir 
tone — 

“You just he concealed some where closely, as soon 
as you hear the sound of a bugle, you must hasen to 
the spot at once , Should you not hear from me in half 
an hour you must presume 1 have fallen into a great 
danger And then do what you ivould consider 
best” 

“ Should you commit yourself in this way ?” observed 
Sailesh Ray, 

“ Danger every where Be very cautious ” replied 
Dulali in a smile With these words Dulali entered the 
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garden fn hasty steps. With a heaving breast Sailesh 
Jayconccaled behind a bush. on road^Side. The crickits 
seemed to make more noise while the Bre-fles Ithrcw 
gold, as It were amid darkness. 



CHAPTER XVL 


WITJJIN THE SECRET CHAMBER. 

f 

On entering the garden Dulali found that a light 
A\as burning in the Dunvan’s room, but there ^^as no 
person within Rather surprised she stood at the door 
and thought the Dunvan had perhaps gone to Agra , 
but it occurred to her at the same time that was 
impossible for .in that case he w^ould not have kept 
the door open. He must be somewhere closely ? 

At this time some one addressed Dulali from 
behind, — ' 

“ You have come after all, my good lady. I 
thought you would not come and so every thing will 
be spoilt 

Dulali said in a smile, — 

” We never fail in keeping our appointments on th« 

I 

contrary you do.” > , 

'' Not in such matters Come in sit down.'^ 

Dulali entered the room and sat down on the 
charpoi When Dulali brought out a bottle of wine 
from underneath her garment, the -Durwan exclaimed, 
” What’s this eh 

^ Having laughed a fascinating laugh Dulali replied, — 
” I have brought, a little liquor -which would,' simply 
add to our merriment.” ’ . 
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The Durwan who was a Mahoinsdan laughed a 
hcartly laugh observing* — 

' How excellent I I too. was anxious for it and 
ao went to the pnneeas chamter * 

” Have you found any 1” ^ 

Far from it She l« the last person to keep an) 
liilDg behmd ’ 

•* Take a little. Please let me have a cup 
The llahomedaa Immediately complied with 
Dulall^ request Oulall filled it with liquor and held 
It to hi5 mouth. At this the Mahamcdan replied — 
How preposterous I you must have it first 
■*! am a Hindu It Is against our religion to take 
any thing first Male persons have always the prcfcrcocc^ 
^*00 take it first and then I take it 
“Very well * 

With these words the I>nrwan took the a hole 
quantity at a sjp then with a distorted face ho spoke 
out — 

“Hdw strong 1 I fed JO giddj-” 

He stretched out his arms only to embrace Dnlalt 
but in the twinkling of an eye Dniali Jumped up. Then 
she gave him a smarsh push which caused him to fall 
on to the cot He had not the power to stand. He 
tried once to got up but remained there like a lifcles' 

figure. ' 

- Having looked at him for sometimes she gave him 

.everai ' pnihec to make herself sure that he was rtally 
unconscious. When she was full) convfoced she pot out 
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the light and having got out 6f the rooioi put the chain 
on to the hooks at the tops of the thfeshold. 

Then she came 'out of the garden and looked very 
carefully on all ’sides There was nobody, dead darkness 
and silence prevailed all over. The mirthful revelry 
was practically over. 

As soon as,Dulali sounded the bugle, Sailesh Ra}r 
and the two companions hastened to the spot, Dulali 
said in a very low tone, — 

"There is no fear at the hands of the Durwan. He 
has fallen asleep and won’t wake up till 9 o’ clock 
to-morrow morning 

Having passed through the garden stealthily, they 
got at the back at last. At certain places, they placed 
their ear if they could hear anything, but they heard 
nothing Dulali said in a subdued tone, — 

"Just, wait." 

Dulali advanced a little She found a light 
burning within the bower the gleam of which peeped 
through the creepers He heard some body singing 
m a low tone. 

Dulali returned and addressed them in a soft tone 

"The khoja is awake All of you go right in 
Don’t make away with him unless absolutely necessary, 
let me stay here, I will sound the bugle if necessary 
Only see that the fellow can not make any noise what- 
bever ” 

Sailesh Ray went on stealthily followed by his com 
companions On peeping m at the bower they notice-d 
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the sentinel with a mtuket on^hls sboolder was paring 
np and down singing On hearing foot steps the fellow 
stopped for a while and again began to pace forwards 
and baclcvrardi uttering to htmsdf It most be a jackal 
For about five minutes Sailesh kept standing there 
with a suspended breath. Then as soon as the follow 
passed on with his back towards SaDcsb, Saiiesh fell 
upon him from behind like an infuriated lion. Having 
been attacked unawares by Saiiesh his musket fell down 
from his hand and along with it both he and Saiiesh 
fell to the ground. That robust person tried hard to 
nse, but he failed in his attempt as he was tied face 
hands and feet by Saiiesh s companions. He could not 
make any noise nor could be stir a bit 
At the sound of scifEing Dulal! pee ped In at the bower 
Having advanced a tittle she addre ss ed the two men — 
'Two of you just take this man away keep him 
concealed at a distance and stay there. Yon must sec 
he can nathcr run away nor make any noise whatever 
You must come out at the sound of the bugle. Use the 
dagger if ur^^tly needed.’* 

At once they carried out DulaJf* orders. The bower 
tras lighted to some extent by a lantern burning from 
above. That light helped DulaJI to find a small Iron 
door there, the key of which was fortunately hanging 
above the door, Duloti addressed Sailesh Ray — 

«I keep watch outride. Should any body happen to 
come lo or should I 6nd any Imminent danger I would 
sonod the bugle at once. Yon mint turn tall then and 
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there, See what is inside. May the All-merciful fulfil 
our pryer in recovering Protiva.” 

With these words Dulali left the place at once and 
went to her former post where she had been patrolling. 
Sailesh unlocked the door. He feared it would require 
much strength to open the door as it was so massive, but 
the door was constructed with such a peculiar skill that it 
yielded to the slightest push — without any noise what-so- 
ever Sailesh got extremely surprised at what 
he had seen. A flight of beautiful marble stairs went 
right down. There was a fine chandelier just overhead 
the light of which illumined the whole staircase. Sailesh 
thought within himself, — 

•‘This does not look like a treasury, especially these 
lights are , surely lighted regularly. Let "me 
examine what is below stairs,'” With the drawn sword 
Sailesh got below. Then whatever he had seen there 
was beyond imagination. He thought ,he had been 
translated into a land of dreams, the beauty of which 
could not be described 

On either side of the staircase, there were two large 
chambers These were furnished with the best articles 
under the sun Beautiful hundred-armed chandeliers 
were hanging from the ceiling whereas on the floor there 
was spread a very soft carpet On the walls there were 
large looking-glasses with gold frame as well as beautiful 
love-stirring pictures. Various gold vessels set with 
precious jewels added to the furniture of the chambers. 
The whole spot was perfumed with otto and roses of the 
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bat qnality A delfghtfully cool and captivating place 
It was It would be no eiaggeratjon to call it a second 
paradise. Lacs of rupees must have been spent In 
furnishing these rooms. At every door brocade screens 
were hanglrig Tbe goId-embeUIshcd velvet bedding In 
the rooms emitted fine firagrance which bespoke the 
presence of a lady there. Sallesh never dreamt that 
such a paradise could possibly exist below stairs. 

All on a sadden Sallesh exclaimed — 

‘I hear the Badshah has got shlsbmahal undemcath 
the Begum Mahah Here the emperor with bis Begum 
lives In the hot weather This place seems to be 
Roshenaras sblsbmabat* 

Suddenly Sallesh * heart be^n to heave up. He 
heard that the princess ( Roshenara ) was not In the 
fort, havirtg gone out to sec her brother If »bc has 
octuafly come here she must have come wllh her retinue. 
Should he be caught reddiartded that means a sure 
death to him as human life Is less Insignificant than 
an ant^s life before the princes and princesses. 

On finding Che room lUtlmlned with perfumed light 
he said to hiraself — 

"There must be somebody here dse why should 
the light be burning ?** Probably the princess Is sta^fng 
her*. I find there arc other rooms alsa Those must 
be bed*rooms. I don t think It safe to stay here 
now 

It occured to him again — 

‘ Could the place be patrolled by a Ihoja noly 
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during th6 princess’ stay here ? Surely Gama would 
have been here with hi5 full force, but it might be 
they have been granted holiday.’.’ 

Sailesh got quite puzzled as to his future proceedings 
while here He was not safe even for a minute. He 
might lose his life any moment It was quite a trespsss 
on his part to have come here But he was not a coward ; 
he had a sword in his hand and strength in his body. 
Should he die, he would fight to death. At this stage 
he thought whether it was proper for him to inform 
Dulali about the surroundings He placed his ear if h'e 
could hear any noise. There was no noise or sound of 
any kind , such a solemn silence he had not experienced 
before. 'He thought to himself, — 

“Perhaps nobody is here Quite an imperial custom, 
probably the Shishmahal is always lighted in this posi-, 
tion whether the princess is here or not Oh ? What 
an enormous sum they waste in this manner 1 With- 
this money many lives could be saved from the hands 
' of starvation ” 

Sailesh wanted to look into the place more closely. 
He said, — j 

“There must be a woman here if at all, so that there 
IS nothing to fear on that score. Let me look into this 
side.” 

Having moved the brocade screen he got into a 
smaller room. This room was also exquisitely furnish- 
ed. I It was the dining room, as it was evident frorn'^*' 
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the fact that two persons had jiut finWicd their meals 
and had left the eatables which they conJd not do foil 
Justice to. Sallcsh thoaght also that they could not be 
ordinary persons as the vessels used were all of 
cold. 

SaUesh now went to the adjoining room and found 
ft WES the bath room. Such a bath rt>om he had never 
seen fn Ws life before. The whole room was set In 
oyster with workmanship so exquWte that It looked 
like a peacock distending Its tall feathers In a beautiful 
manrrer Finding no other room on that side he did not 
go farther but rctumed. 

Then he turned his direction towards the drawing 
room on the other side. He removed the screen and 
found It was IDumlned like the previous ones with more 
costly furniture. Noiselessly he entered the room and 
lo and behold 1 there was a lady Ij’ing asleep on an 
Ivory cot 

Sallesh took his stand quite bewildered. This Intrn 
slon on hIs part would mean nothing short of capital 
punishment 

“Was ft princess Roshencra ?** he asked h i mself 
Then what happened Sallesh could not make out | 
Only he peredvod that a sharp sword glittered near Ws 
heart and along with ft he kicked a person at a distance. 

In a trice he went up and having placed his leg on that 
prostrate body and sword on the throat burst forth 
^tb grinding tecih. 
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"Make noise and the sword shall go right into your 
neck 

At this juncture a sweet voice came up from, 
behind, — 

"For Heaven's sake, don’t kill Fatema •" 



CHAPTER XX. 
dara lilpRisoNm 

The old Emperor waa imprisoned hy his dutiful 
ion Aurangreb, He was not sorry at this. Ho ex 
claimed with compunction — 

' I also proved a traitor to my father and God 
has given mo the meet punishment, therefore I have 
nothing to repent on that score.* 

Actiwted by feeUegs of dcCcacy or Heaven knows 
what Aursngwb did not see his father In person. The 
emperor demanded of his son throogb a man — 

“ Am I a prisoner now ? And do ypn want to take 
my head ?** With a thousand apologies Aurangzcb 
rolled to his father's letter In the following terms — 

Yon are past the age of political aflalrs. Besides, 
you have lost your health. Finding your other sons 
Incompetent and worthless I take upon myself the 
helm of Government regardless of my taking the order 
of a dervish you would remain In the same condition 
and enjoy the same amount of honour as you have 
hitherto done and no body shall Interfere In It But 
6ndlng It Improper on your part to bo In touch with 
state afialrs lest they should prove painful to you I hare 
made arrangements as to that** 

On perusing the letter the emperor laughed n 
laugh of fa dn«^ He excitimed TVlvit docs the 
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hypocrite mean by this ‘TThe emperor sent his man 
again,— 

“I don’t wish to speak about my other sons. They 
would get the throne if they have the power But how 
are you going to deal with my daughter Jahanara ?” 
Aurangzeb wrote another letter in a modest tone, — 
“As for the princess, I always regard and esteem 
her and I am her affectionate brother ' She would stay 
in the Rangmahal if she care to or she might live 
elsewhere. Her monthly stipend would go to her 
regularly.” 

The emperor showed this letter to his beloved 
daughter saying, — 

"Jahanara, it is not safe on your part to stay here 
This devil would finish all my sons, be it Dara, Suja*or 
Murad True I proved a traitor to ray father Jahangir 
Shah but I never imprisoned him nor did I tarnish my 
hand with the fraternal blood. When this demon has 
imprisoned me, he could easily murder my sons as 
well as their children ” 

With a choked voice Jahanara replied* — 

"Your Majesty, pray don’t utter such cruel words ” 
“Your stay here would mean your death I shall be the 
last person to bear that. Go wherever you like, — Delhi 
Lahore or elsewhere and stay there. Even if the 
wretched rascal does not give you anything you could 
Jive comfortably with what you have got in hand " 

Having embraced father’s feet with both hands 
Jahanara exclaimed in tears, — 
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'Your Majesty, don’t you order mo such. I for tho 
life of me can t leave you. Who will look after you at 
tWf old age ? I.ct Auraogxcb murder me If he chooses. 
I am not in the least sorry I shall bo the last person to 
forsake you. ’ 

At this Shah Jahan s eyes began to stream forth. 
The bandis burst out crying thinking of the sad plight 
into which the emperor had fallen. Who could look Into 
ones fate beforehand ? The person who was the lord 
paramount yesterday and whom his subject loved as 
father* to-day he is made a captive by bis son. Even 
the stones mdt at this sight Wh> should not the 
fll*Ciited bandis cry then ? 

The loving danghter did not move an. Inch from bet 
father Aurangieb did not tom them out only they 
were precluded from having any connecticra with the 
outside public. The newly-appointed commander of 
the fort was instructed to keep a vigilant eye towards 
them Jest they should bold any communication with 
others— either verbal or written 

Virtually speaking, Aurangieb removed his capilai 
from Agra to Delhi He had never lived in Agra again. 
On hearing Sujas advance towards Agra Aurangieb 
made for Allahabad with his troops alone. He tried 
various means and wrote several coaxing letters to the 
Rajpat Elders to hriag them to his party and most of 
them acknowledged his lUierainty though gainst their 
will as they thought that Dara bad no more hopes and 
os the ruler of Marwar was very powerful Aurangieb 
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totally forgot about the Fateyabad fight and wrote to 
him a very flattering letter. The Marwar chief wrote 
to him a letter asking him to join with him aud fight 
against Suja But he wrote to Suja at the sametime, — 

"You just attack Aurangzeb from the front^ whereas 
I will attack him from behind. So that tliere’s na 
fear" 

Suja could not attack Aurangzeb as arranged as but 
Jasobant Singh having attacked Aurangzeb from 
behind looted his most precious tents and immense 
wealth and proceeded towards Agra Jasobanta Singh 
made a mint of money. He remained at Agra for several 
days waiting for Dara as he had asked Dara to join him 
there. But Dara did not come. The Manvar Raj^ 
could easily have recovered the emperor at this time, 
hut he was far from it. With all his booty Jasobant 
Singh returned to his own country. Just as Aurangzeb 
was the root cause of the decline 0 the Mogul empire^ 
so was Jasobanta Singh the obstacle to the establish- 
ment of the Mahomedan kingdom in India 

Erelong Aurangzeb defeated his brother Suja and 
engaged his son to chase him before he made towards 
Delhi. Thus persued, Suja went to Arracan where he is 
said to have been murdered with his family at the hands 
of the Arracan ruler. Here ended however all Aurangzeb’s 
troubles as far as Suja was concerned 

Aurangzeb did not enter the fort. When he came 
to Delhi he proclaimed himself as the emperor He 
had his own name engraved on the coins even though 
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hfa (atfaer Tras allvti. Having thrown father In the boct 
ground ho became the sole sovereign of India, 

His troops kept on pursuing Dara In different 
directions. Nowhere Dara had the courage to face 
them in open fight His soldiers began to desert him 
gradually It was found at last that hehad scarcely a 
hundred soldiers left to him. ^Not was this alL He 
was robbed of all his money by dacolts. Having been 
unable to endure the hardship his chief Begom died. 
As for his Rajput wife she was compelled to go to her 
fathers house sorely against the grain. The Ul-fated 
Dara had become a protege of an old friend of bis 
together with his young son Bat this faithless person 
made over Dara to Aoraegzeb s hands with the hope of 
becoming a millionaire by Ingratlatiog himself with the 
new emperor He also had come to Delhi. 

Dara with his son was exhibited on elephant back 
throughout I^hi In fetters This soul^stirrlng scene 
was too much for the people to bear They b ecam e 
almost mad with anger, rage, grief and sorrow At 
this time that faithless friend came to the public road 
at Delhi to his utter misfortune. The cltiiens could 
not bear that very sight of this wretch and so exaspem 
ted they feD upon him £n a body the result was that the 
road was flooded with blood , the fellow would hare been 
finished then and there had he not taken his shelter 
within the palace. 

At this Aurangieb became Incensed Most of the 
Delhi men h*d to pay the penalty by being tramplal tn 
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death under elephant feet. At this soul-stirring inci- 
dent the-^cituens’ hair stood on end, It did not take 
them long to conceive what misfortune was in store for 
them, During Shah Jahan’s regime they enjoyed per- 
pect peace and happiness as the country was free from 
war and living was very cheap , besides Shah Jahan 
encouraged all sorts of arts and industry having erected 
not a few magnificent palaces and mansions. But to 
have such a hypocritical emperor must have been a mis- 
fortune to them, as they had never seen such a heart- 
rending affair before. 

Aurangzeb tried Dara in the open Durbar. His 
trustworthy ministers were invited Long-bearded 
Moulvis of grave appearance joined the Durbar If 
was decided in the Durbar that Dara was an infidel 
and therefore he must undergo' capital punishment The 
hypocrite Aurangzeb shed crocodile tears and looked 
extremely reluctant when he passed that death sen- 
tence upon his brother 

We won’t depict this tragic picture and thus tarnish 
our pen any more Some of the bitterest enemies of Dara 
were engaged for his murder Lest he should be poisoned 
he was just preparing his food with the help of his son 
when those enemies made their appearance Having 
seen through their motive Dara tried to defend himself 
with the help of the sabre in hand, but the ruffians cut 
off his head in a trice and ran away with it Upon this 
his son dropped down on his severed body and burst 
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out crying In such a doleful manner that even the stones 
would mdt at this and not to speak of metu 

When Dara's head was presented before Aurangieb 
he ordered It to be washed. When he satisSed hlmsdf 
that the head was no other than hls.brother's, the hyp- 
podte wept rivers of tears In the open Durbar 
The other persons present conld not restrain 
their tears but thdf tears were not IDce those of 
Aurangreb the reader most know 

When this atrocious murder came to be known cries 
of lamentation rose up as every one loved Data their 
heart was rent asunder at Dara*» death which was 
nothing but tmglc but they dared not give an outburst 
of their mental gnef through Aurangteb’s fear That 
very day most of the houses did not cook their food 
but observed fating 

The hypocrite used the foUovnug co mm a n d — 

Let the severed body of Dara bo burnt side by side 
with that of his ancestor Humayun with duo ntes and 
befitting respect'' 

Along with Dara's burial the Mogul Empire too, 
went to the grave. 



CHAPTER XXI. 

LALI sahib’s miseries. 

Misfortunes never come singly. True Lali Sahib 
could easily defeat Suja and so with a cheerful heart he 
was returning towards Agra when the news of the Fateya- 
bad and Shamaghar arrived at his camp Jay Singh heard 
all the Rajput rulers had gone back to thpir country 
with a dejected heart He heard also that Dara was 
fugitive and that Aurangzeb had imprisoned father and 
had proclaimed himself as the emperor-also the Moguls 
had acknowledged him as such. Under the above 
circumstances what could he do with the aid of Lali 
alone ? It was proper on his part to return to country 
like other Rajput rulers. 

Thinking*aII this Jay Singh deserted Soleman Shah 
(for that was Lali Sahib’s name) and made for his 
own country, The Moguls that were with Lali Sahib 
deserted him though he tried to persuade them in 
various ways — ^infact they left him quite helpless and 
penniless The grand-son of the emperor Shah Jahan 
who rolled in luxury and happiness yesterday the 
same person was no better than a street beggar to-day. 

When every body began to forsake Lali Sahib 
not even giving him a salute at the time of their 
departure the prince could not restrain his tears — infact 
his eyes began to stream forth. 
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punlahnicat. It it proper therefore that yoa miut 
iucct your father ** 

Now It fs only you that are my friend and wdl 
•wither whatever you propose I must abide.’ 

' 'In Agra we have got friends— the firoperor and his 
daughter Jahantra. If they are actually Imprisoned 
the Bengali Rani and Saflesh Ray— both of them would 
not scruple to risk thdr lives for us. 

Agra IS now m the hands of the enemies, so I can t 
go there.” 

No I won t. Gayamal would go to Agra and 
having gathered all Information there would meet us at 
Gocrat with some money I am told your father has 
gone toward* Gusrat ** 

Whaterer you suggest we ought lo follow 

You just put off this royal dress and put on the \ 
dress of a common citixen and In that case we shall be 
able to get to Guxrat through the jungle Imperceivcd by 
others. 

Then he assured Mod that be would act according 
to her instmctloni. Now he addressed Gayamal “ 

“You just go to Agra. Gather CYcry possible Infor 
matlon and go to Gusrat with some mon^ where you 
would find us.” 

With folded hands Gayamal replied — 

‘I am not Inclined to part with you I hare enough 
of money In my hand* * 

Upon this Modya addressed Gayamal — 

You arc a true friend of the prince. It I* you only 
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who have not forsaken' him at this critical time He 
could easily trust you It is necessary for him to know 
what IS transpiring at Agra This is a thing which no 
body but you can do/’ 

Gayamal replied,' — 

( T am off, Your Highness Whatever I have got in^ 
"hand is yours, I assure you ” 

With these words he brought a bag of gold coins 
from underneath his garment and handed it over to 
Moti Having kurnished the prince with profound 
5alaams Gayamal gallopped off At this sight the 
prince’s eyes became filled with tears He exclaimed 
with a choked voice, — 

“There are men in this world I find every one is not 
a demon ” 

Motiya said in a sob, — 

“Darling, let’s go within the jungle where you 
must change your dress and then we must make for 
Guzrat just to meet your father ’ 

Having embraced Motiya by the neck with both the 
hands the prince showered kisses upon her lips 
saying, — 

“You are the only idol of my heart ” 

Motiya exclaimed with her ej^es closed, — 

“My lord, I am your devoted slave ” 

The person who was the commander of immense 
-troops yesterday takes his shelter within the jungle 
with a common bandi now. Who can comprehend the 
Tiorkings of Fate ? 
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' It was a dense forest with big sal trees. It was all y 
jangle u far at the eye could reach. No tramin habi' 
tatlon dose by Ijili Sahib was therefore quite safe now 
Jenew foU well that j^ueangieb would n e ve r allow 
him and his lather to be In the land of living and woold 
try his utmost to cause their arrest. He must therefore 
he extremely cautlaas in all bis doings and movements, 
l^bw his only hope lay in Motiya. 

He knew perfectly well that Motiya loved him from 
the core of her heart He knew too that Motiya was 
ex tremdy Intelligent He knew too that she was bold 
ilso Iniact she might be called a ventablo lionasa. As 
for him he also possessed great strength In his body 
conseqUentJy no bodycould make them captives oirder 
any clrcamstancea What woold have been his fate no 
body could predict if Motiya bad not been his hdpmatc 
in this dIfEcuIty 

When they got Into the jongJ* they alighted from 
their horses under a big tre* On Icthng off the horses 
they sat down in the cool shade of the tree. At Motijn s 
request Laii Sahib took off his dress and put on the 
dress given by MotL Motiya who had learnt the art of 
simulation from Dulali metumorphosed him Into * 
different appearance. At this the prince laughed o 
laogh of sorrow 

* Ah me I So much was In store for me f 

Motiya now said — 

'You hAvc bfllcorae so fired Take a little rest here 
while I go to the nearest village and get some food a 
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-then we will try to proceed towards Guzrat during the 
night ” 

We feel as if we lose all strength when our heart is 
broken and that was exactly the cause with the prince. 
He felt himself quite spent-up especially he was quite 
ignorant of what dejection, trouble or inactivity was 
This was the first day when he became tossed by the 
high waves of the world No wonder then he should 
feel himself so much worn out. 

Within that jungle he laid himself down on the 
grassy plain when Motiya placed his head on her own 
lap At this the prince exclaimed, — 

“Moti, don’t you do so You will feel much trouble 
and inconvenience ” 

With a deep sigh Motiya replied, — 

“My lord, from a child I have been a slave and have 
been sold so many times I’m quite used to troubles from 
my childhood You say it would trouble me Far from 
it Oh ' How happy I feel myself in having placed 
your head on my lap 

"Really I feel extremely pained for you” rejoined 
Lali Sahib 

Motiya exclaimed in an emotion, — ■ 

“Prince, don’t regard me so cruel, so selfish At your 
present •condition I feel rather rejoiced than pained 
The reason is not far to seek You would have been 
surrounded by hundreds of begums had you become the 
Badshah I alone, could not have the opportunitj’’ of 
enjoying you, but now I have got no co-sharer.” 



CHAPTER XXII 
GWALIOR rORT 

The strong impenetrable Gmiijor fort of the Mogul 
became converted Into tbo prison for the Mogul princts, 
TIu^ fort was situated on the top of a big moontairr 
which could easCy be defended by a handful of soldiers 
against numberless troops. Whoever was put into this 
prison was never released from here. When any one 
became the Emperor he sent his trustworthy troops 
here, first of all or he brought under control the soldiers 
within the fort for a vast sum of money When Jahan-- 
gir^s son proved a rebel against him he confined bit 
son within this prison where be had to end bis days. 

Shah Jaban bad no positive hatred against bi5 
brothert nor had he the necessity to send any of them 
to such a dreadful dungeon. His eldest brother Khusftr 
was sent by father to tlus fort his second brother 
Parresh was assassrnated As for his youngest brother 
Sharier who was Norjahans son-in^aw he fall ill at 
Kashmir but succumbed while at Lahore. It was for the 
above reasons that the fort lay in an ancarod-for condl 
tion for a long time for want of occupicra. At soon 
as Aurahgxcb sat on the throne, he got hold of this 
fort , immediately on his victory at the first battle be 
sent poor Murad to this fort where he remained in * 
captive state. 
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Murad became unconscious through the irine 
mixed with poison by the /bandi. In an uncon. 
scious condition he came to Gwalior on the elephan? 
back escorted by the bandi who carried him in her 
arms When he recovered his sense his tongue became 
parched with thirst He looked all around in bewilder- 
ment ' Thinking it was all a dream he wiped off his 
eyes repeatedly, but that did not remove his doubts^ 
He found he was lying on a common bed in a certain 
room and could ill make out where his camp was — the 
camp made of the best Cashmere shawls and furnished 
with the finest luxuries 

Where was the sweet voice of the bandi s and danc- 
ing girls ' Where was the fragrance of otto and rosest- 
In an anxious eye he looked in all sides He found 
that some one was fanning him He could not have 
a distinct view of things He articulated with great 
difficulty, — " 

Give me water, my life is ebbing fast 

Everyone forsook him but not the bandi We 
have seen Motiya, we see this common bandi If 
there is an elysium in this vale of tears, it is in the 
heart of a woman 

The bandi hastily brought a cup of wine and poured 
it into his mouth slowly, At this Murad regained 
some strength, his dimness disappeared and his brain 
seemed to have been a little cooled He exclaimed, — 

"Another cup, please^' 

The bandi complied with Murad’s wishes After 
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"he had taken the cap Murad could sit up With a look 
of larprise all around he burst forth,— 

'‘^Vho are you 
Your slave Jamela band!* 

“Where am I ? 

Your Highness in the Gwalior fort' » 

'In the Gwalior fort i Eh t with these words be 
gave a big jump For a while he could not compre- 
hend anything It seemed as If his brain fired ap 
He became mad Having given the band! a smart kick 
he. thundered forth — 

A He — a sheer He. The band! lay prostrate on the 
groundTor sometime as tbe eflect of the kick she had 
not tbe power to get up, Morad hurried ofi from the 
spot and went outside 

There were two charabers on the side with little 
furniture. After that a little garden surroonded by 
high walls with a Uttlc door on one side. Tbe prince 
found that a sentry was on duty with a gun just at 
that door 

Finding him advancing that way the sentry said In 
a grave tone — 

Prince, please pardon my insolence, I am ordered 
to shoot you dead only if yon come this way * 

As soon as Murad heard this undreamt of order he 
kept standing there quite bewildered. It seemed to 
him a deep darkness enveloped tbe whole atmosph^ 

It MCfflcd also that the earth was gradually moving 
from underneath bis feet Bat be had taken two cups 
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wine, so that the blood within his veins began to 
vwarm up. Having controlled hinjself a little he ques- 
tipned rather in a solemn tone, — 

“Do you know who I am , 

“You are Prince Murad who does not know ?’’ was 
-the modest reply 

“No longer a prince but the Emperor since the 
wictory,” thundered forth Murad 

“You are a captive of His Majesty " 

“Captive ! Is it Dara then who has won the vic- 
'tory ?” exclaimed Murad in extreme surprise, 

“Far from it Dara is a runaway now” 

“Then who is so audacious as to imprison 
me ?’" 

“It 15 under His Imperial Majesty Aurangzeb’s 
command that you are made a captive.” 

“Really ' His Majesty Aurangzeb ” 

“Yes, Emperor-Shah Jahan has been dethroned and 
imprisoned in Agra His Majesty Aurangzeb has been 
proclaimed the Emperor ' , 

“We have been ordered to see to your comforts as 
far as possible but don’t you come further on, for in 
that case you shall be shot down ” ' 

Whatever Murad had heard came upon him like a 
bolt from the blue He kept standing there mute for a 
while He never dreamt that a man could be such a 
hypocrite, traitor or a demon As for him, he had a 
very large heart and so he did not know what duplicity 
■^as and so his brother^ s cruelty and roguery were too 
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much for him Infect ho sank within himself Without 
uttering a syllable he retraced his steps. 

On entering the room be Ibuod the (band! seated itr 
a corner Ho also foand her head waj bleeding pro- 
fuiely At this his eyes became filled with tears on 
stepping up to the bandl he addressed her — 

I have committed a wrong act for which I want to- 
be excused Now I understand everyone has forsaken 
me save and except you " z' 

Having sat close to her he took his hands In hJs at 
which the bandl a eyes began to stream forth. She 
said In a choked voice — 

Prince another person In your position would have 
run mad Why should I get angry t 

Having taken the bandl on his breast Murad gave 
her repeated Irisses. She remained there la a Ilstlesar 
manner A little while after Murad brought some 
water with which he washed her ulcer and then heard 
from her everything in detail Upon this he ex 
claimed — 

I never knew a person could be "so cruel so hypo* 
critical so mean minded and so much given to lying 
Should I stay here Aurangreb YrooJd surdy take 
my hfc through poison or through the executioner 5 
hands and so I must run away from this place by anv 

means whatever How have they arranged to prment 

my flight ? 

As far as I understand they have ordered a very 
strict watch^” 
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Afw a pa«s= Mutad looked towards the bandi'snd', 

demanded,— 

“Do you love me ?’’ 

At this the bandi’s face reddened. She replied 

with down-cast looks , — 

"lam but a slave of yours” 

Women are more intelligent than men You miisf 
sec that I could safely fly away from here, what do you 
advise me to do ?” 

The bandi controlled her mental workings. 

She had loved Murad ft om the core of her heart. 
But he had not thought of her even for a moment. He' 
was anxious to leave this place without thinking of her 
future fate At this the bandi’s heart sank within her.- 


Hcr eyes became almost filled with tears With the' 
greatest difficulty she controlled her passions and' 
exclaimed in an half-articulated tone, — 

“Prince, I will try to do for you as much as lies in 
my power.” 


The prince replied in an emotion, — ' 

T dont care to sit on the throne I mean to teach' 
this human demon some sharp lesson , otherwise I 
shan’t have peace even after my death ” , ' 


After a slight pause Murad added,-— 
“Here I can’t eat anything except gn 
they would try to mix poison with my foi 
fly from this place to-night ” ' 

But the dMtres of the ,11 fated Murad d 
Ikeir fulfitaenl. At n.oht he tried to 


because 
I must 

not haver 


173 ilYSTERIES OF THE JJOGDL DARBAR 

vain « he was caught red handed Then the sentinels 
tied him In fetters put him on elephant back and sent 
him over to the neiv emperor at Deihu 

The band! had helped Mnrad In his flight infact 
«he tried to run away with him and therefore her 
execution was the meet reward Having confined her 
in the prison the commoDder of the fort seat for tbe 
executioner through his men. Her head wouJd be 
severed from her body before the trexsps in an open 
-space, at which the bandi was not In the least afraid 
or agitated He knew she cooJd take her own life at 
any moment with the poisontshe had in her possession. 

The troops took their staoii in rows. In the centre 
a big wooden post was placed the executioner was 
ready with a sharp aabre in hand On horse back the 
commander was moving to and fra The sentry 
Jiad gone to bring the bandi from the prison In these 
days an event like that was of daily occorrencc. So 
that there was no cause of fear or grief or consternation 
with any body Tbe bandi did not come alive but lo 
and behold her dead body She bad poisoned herself 
and thus taken her own life only to get rid of the exe- 
cutioner’s hands. In those days we find no woman bat 
kept some poisou with her The commander bcccinc 
mad with rage. Finding his desires were not falfiiied 
he ordered — 

Throw down the body of this wicked woman from 
the fort and let it be devoured by JackaU 
The order was earned out to the very letter at 
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did not affect the bandi in the least She went to 
Heaven full of the beerless love for the prince It true 
love secures us our desired thin^; in the next birth, 
then the bandi must have secured Murad ere long. 
This was a fact with which the reader of Indian history 
IS familiar As for Aurangzeb's hair-standing deed^, 
we won’t tarnish our pen with these Like 
Dara, Murad also had the same fate He was taken 
round public roads of the town fettered on elephant 
back. His case Was also tried Execution was the 
final fate for him also Having washed the Imperial 
throne with fraternal blood the infernal rascal sat on the 
throne but with that wretched Aurangzeb the Mogul 
empire had come to an end — Mogul empire was washed 
away by the flood of fraternal blood 



CHAPTER XXIIL 

THE ILL FATED LALL 


Owing to extreme exbaiution LaII Sahfb foU- 
flflecp in the cool shade of the tree with his h«d on 
Motiya s knee. Had there been no Jeep in the world, 
people would have tamed mad The gricfdispciling 
peace-giTing sleep embraced the poor Hi-feted L*H 
Sahib who had been bereft of parents and friends, 
jdnsmen and relations. 

Extensire forest with sal trees as fer as the eye 
.could reach with Tanons other big tree*. The birds 
had taken tbdr shelter within the leaves of trees just 
to protect themselves from the £Ecborcbiag heat outside. 
They too were taking rest silently The beasts of 
prey had retired to their rapcctivt places. The whole 
forest was full of solemn silence. There was no human 
Jiabitation dote by so that this was quite a safe place 
for Lali Sahib. 

With steadfast eyes Motyia was looking at Lall 
Sahib s face; Happy she was and also not Had 
the prince been the emperor she coaJd not hart enjoy 
.cd his company in such a way It was therefore «h* 
had the fullest satisfectioo in that respect Why was 
not the pnnee bora in a poor family instead in the 
royal family for m that case she could have ended her 
days In perfect happiness within this dense forest ? 
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No, that was impossible — He ^was a Mogul princ*. 
He had many onerous duties to perform. These he 
could not neglect for the sake of a simple bandi who 
also would not like that He had to join his father in 
■Guzrat and had to fight against the roguish 
Aurangzeb 

She was revolving uithin her mind various things 
when she heard some foot-steps behind. She looked 
towards that, startled, so much so that all her life’s 
blood became like water in a moment. She noticed 
that a big tiger was aiming at them from a distance 
wagging his long tail slowly His eyes emitted, as it 
were, sparks of fire from within 

Danger upon danger Had they no peace any- 
where ? In a trice Motiya placed the prince’s head 
on the ground with care and took in hand the revolver 
lying besides her 

Having sat on her knees she aimed at the tiger — a 
thing which took the intruder by surprise He retrsced 
a. few steps back and_ made himself ready to give 
a big leap 

After that the solitary forest shook as it were, with 
the sound of the gun fire There was echo all over. 
The birds spoke out, and then what - happened Motiya 
iad not the least idea. It seemed to her that she was 
thrown off by some supernatural power, but immediate- 
ly after she got up and what she had seen after that — 
jJiat was enough to 'make her still as stone. She kept 

standing for< a while like a wooden figure. 

* 
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Having received the shot at Motlya s tands , thr 
tiger fell upon her and the result was she was thrown off 
at a distance. Then the tiger turned his attention 
towards the prince Upon whom he fell Motiya could not 
sec clearly what the prince or the tiger was doingr- 
But finding her dariing coming to such a gnef he lost 
bcrselC Having drawn the sharp s\vord from het waist 
she fell upon the dgdr and drow it right info his body 
The tiger fell flat on his back. She pierced the animal 
a second time at which her whole body became red 
with blood Infact she had become a tigress with thff 
tiger It seemed as 1/ the Turkish blood became con 
verted into lightning 

The prince rose, to his feef and exclaimed — 

A dreadful tiger indeed I Where has It come from ?**" 
I had fallen asleep. ** 

Motiya replied gasping — 

‘Wou are not hart I hope.” 

What^s all this ? Isit God's will to put us into- 
difficulty again and again ?* 

It Is all over with him I expect. 

Long ago He was finlAhed when he had fallen 
upon me otherwise he would Have finished me. 

"I shot him with this pistol " 

‘I find his head has been rent asunder I have" 
tilled several tigers In my life. It is a plt> you spoilt 
the whole game also that you did not wake me op " 
There was no time for it The tiger was trying to- 
give a leap 1 hit him in fhe nick of time,^ 
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“That was enough. You drove the weapon unneces- 
sary and have thus besmeared yourself \\ ith blood. 
Y’ou arc fit for becoming the empress of Delhi/ You 
could have out — Nurjahanned Nurjahan, but God 
-wills it otherwise." 

"I don’t aspire to become the empress" is the 
modest reply. 

“It is now for you to w’ash yourself’’ 

“But where is the water to be got from ?" 

“Yonder there IS a small rKcr. Come let us go 
there and wash ourselves ” , 

Holding the bridle of the horses both of them went 
towards the river. Lali Sahib said in a laugh, — 

“A Pity-indeed Nobody saw you bagging the tiger. 
Greater pity that we have to leave the animal behind.’’ 

Motiya said rather amused, — • 

“As you are the only idol of my worship, I’m glad 
that I could show you the j prey." 

Having raised motiya’s bright face Lali Sahib kissed 
it saying, — 

“Tm not worthy of the love you entertain towards 
me Both of them were steeped in peerless love, little 
aware of the* dreadful demon that was going to put 
them into its ruthless jaws 

Through the forest the small rivulet was flowing 
making a gurgling noise. The sandy white bed over 
which the transparent current of water flowed looked like 
crystal. The horses which became thirsty were let off. 
They began -to drink water to their heart’s content. 

12 ‘ 
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The prince with hia darling washed their face and 
hands. Both of them wiped off each othcr*j fecc out of 
affeetjon — a pleasorc not to be foand even in the 
Rangraahai of Agra. 

It was dose upon evening The birds from different 
fjuarters were taking shelter^on the trees and so the 
•whole forest sounded with the warbling of the birds. 
Washing over Motiya said — 

*My lord we ought not to go out at day time as the 
enemy is all around. So wc roust start for Guzrat 
during the night 

**I accept your sound advice; * 

We most not tarry here, let as start at once. As 
for food wc will have It on the way ** 

With a de^ algh Laii Sahib replied 
I have no appetite.' 

“Your first duty Is to look to your health you 
must remember 

Right-ha Let's start then.” 

Both of them mounted their horses and started. 
The overhead sky was lit with numberless stars. 
Beautiful scenery yonder extensive plain as fiu* as the 
eye could reach over which nice cool breeze was blowing 
to ones delight and checrfulocss. O verw helmed as 
solemn Lall SaUb was with •various anxieties he found 
some solace In this nature » tranquility over and above, 
Motiya idol of his worship was his companion whose 
genuine love was sprinkling water as It were, Into his 
very heart. Even in this dlfSculty bo felt an Ineffable 
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joy — a 307 he never enjoyed before. It was a 
wonder, however, why the great Disposer of events 
had not granted him any happiness, who could account 
for this but He ' ' 

Day after day rolled on. Through -the irbny of fate 
the Emperor’s grandson went on from one end of 
India to another, in company with a common bandi. 
Like a street beggar the poor ill-fated young man 
called at a shop and took some food and then wended 
■on his journey again. At day time he concealed 
himself in a jungle. Was the prince happy witli 
his present condition ? Certainly not. But happy 
was Motiya as she had the idol of her heart with 
her. 

They had advanced a good distance when one day 
Lah Sahib demanded, 

“ Will you promise me one thing 1 ” 

“Whatever ybu would order, my darling, I will exe- ^ 
cute with all my heart even at the risk of my life,” was 
the reply 

“I am under -the belief my father is not alive.” 
observed Lali Sahib in a very sad tone. 

“Prince, don't you take such a thing on the tongue." 
exclaimed Motiya. 

“Motiya, what’s the good of consoling the mind by 
concealing the real fact I I’m inclined to believe I 
shall be imprisoned and be sent to the Gwalior fort. It 
is very probable my younger brother has already been 
sent there , you have little idea what takes place there. 
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There one is poisoned to death and no body under thc- 
«n gets the scent of It * 

At this motiya shuddered She burst forth — 

•*My lord, why do you tell me all this and thus 
\round me ? As long as there s a spark of life In me, no 
body shall sever our conocctlon not even our Creator 



CHAPTER XXIV. 


LAST PROMISE. 

Lali Sahib’s eyes became filled witli tears. He 
turned his face away. For a long time he could not 
-speak. Motiya’s heart beat with force. She tried hard 
to control these emotions working witliin her. She 
knew that her lord's life was not in safety even for a 
moment, but she did not allow this dteadful thing surg- 
ing up on her breast ; she endeavoured to fortify her 
mind, but she was only a weak girl. 

After a pause Lali Sahib observed, — 

' “To-morrow we arrive at the capital of a small 
ruler for whom father did much, I am under the belief 
he would prove a true friend in this dire hour of need. 
It IS, therefore, I have decided to take shelter under 
his roof." 

“Be pleased to pardon my impertinence. At this 
‘juncture you ought to join your father as soon as 
possible without thinking of any thing else.'" was the 
modest reply. 

“I have seen in a dream — my father is no more’’ 
replied the prince with a broken heart 

“Why — why do you say such a thing, pray ?” 

“I am speaking nothing but truth. What’s the 
odI of suppressing the truth ? My father is not in the 



182 


m’STERrES OF THE MOGUL DARBAR 


land of the living and so there s no other altcmitiTe 
than to look upon that man.' 

But what guarantee Is there thathc is a troshrorthy 
man ? 

His gratitude is the only guarantee. Should he 
prove feithiess notr and cause my arrest, you must 
know there is no human in this world as they 

have all been converted into demons. Should it be the 
/case, what's the use living in such a place — a vale of 
tears 

‘Prince, I am inclined to believe that such an act on 
your part would be only committing yourselL" 

Bat there is no help for it How long shall I be 
roaming about In this maooer ? It is therefore that I 
make a request ' 

^ Please order This slave of yours would carry out 
your orders always." 

Should this man really prove a traitor — should I 
be sent to Aurangicb as a captive, swear you won t 
forsake me.” 

My lord does it require any written pledge Y 

‘In case I should be made a captive, they would 
never allow jma to stay with me." 

“I will sec to that You need not bother yourself 
over that” was the vehement reply 

The prince said in a tooc of despair — *■ ■ — 

“Should this be mr fate —I don t sayU moat be- 
aweax yon must see me one day at the TajmabaJ any 
bow when both of oa go near tfie tomb of our lamented 
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grandmother and ’"offer our heartfelt prayer before our 
Creator ’’ 

“Prince, if it be so in His dispensation, I swear to , 
that 

Both of them trudged on silently Dawn was^about 
to peep in and the morning breeze began to blow 
slowly The bats were returning to their shelter with 
the food they gathered during the night. 

The prince replied, — abruptly, — 

“Moti, you are right 1 am inviting all these mis- 
givings for nothing Can man be so ungrateful ? It is 
father who helped this man to rise in such an eminence. 
Whatever he is now is all due to father Under the 
circumstances it is impossible, nay, absurd, to 
suspect his character now 

Motiya spoke not a word. She was a pessimist 
all along She has been a slave from a child 
and so her experiences were far greater than those of 
the ' prince Her mind told her that the prince ought 
not to think of this man, but she never questioned His 
actions, so she forbade him not Only she accompanied 
him in silence 

In front there was a small hill oVer which there 
was a small fort Beneath this a small town or either 
a village Early in the morning both the prince and 
Motl appeared at the gate of the fort. The state of 
his mind then could not be described 

To-day was the turning point of his life. But he 
was helpless How long would he remain under such 
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misgiving*. Some other thing was prefcmble to this 
suspense. With a heaving heart he entered the Fort 
f MoSya’s heart beat so heavily that she had to press It 
^own. She felt clearly that no happiness was in store 
for her 

When the prince *cnt word the host accorded him 
a most cordial reception and made special arrangents 
for his meals. This gave Motlya some relief but her 
mind was not free from sospldon and so she did not 
move an inch from the prlifce. The host's men tried 
to keep her apart from the prince but In vain. 

Both the pnneo and Motiya retired at night As 
for the pnnee, he fell asleep on this Impressson 
that be bad secured a ahdter after all but MotI>a 
did not have a wink of sleep. Having placed her band 
on the sword In her waist she kept a vUU sitting 
but flecp 13 a thing over which we have little controL 
She fell asleep after all bnt when she did not 
know 

All on a sudden her sleep broke. She got 
startled She tried to sit up, but she had not the 
power to do so She had been bound hand and 
foot Outright about a score of armed men entered 
the room with lights In thdr bands. Motlya noticed 
through the light that the prince, too lay on the ground 
with his hand and feet tied. 

Motiya tried hard to 3oap the string but In vaia. 
She also found that her sword had been snatched 
from her Infect both of them were confined. 


away 
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- 3t ^vas quite useless on her part to exert any strength 
under the circumstances , it only remained for her to 
•use some tact*to extricate themselves. She spoke not 
-a word. There was no other alternative than to sup- 
press her rancour. She only watched silently what 
their fate was like to be 

At this stage the chief of the sentinels advanced ' 
up sayingj— 

“ Prince, our ruler has been compelled to make 
you a captive ” 

Even in this sad plight the prince did not forget 
himself The imperial spirit increased hundred-fold. 
Without being agitated in the least he exclaimed, — 

“ What for ! under whose orders, pray !’’ 

The sentry replied, — , 

“ At the command of the Emperor. - Probably you 
■are not aware both your father and uncle have received 
^he death penalty. All the rulers have [acknowledged 
Aurangzeb as the emperor. The old emperor had been 
imprisoned within the Agra fort. Aurangzeb has 
proclaimed himself as the Emperor at»Dehh. The lord 
of this fort IS an insignificant person and so he cannot 
dare to enter into a quarrel with the new emperor ; 

■it is for the above reasons he is bound to obey the 
command of the emperor.” 

“Well he has done. This is indeed, the highest 
reward for gratitude However, when my father has 
Teceived death penalty, I am also prepared for it The 
d^ogul prince is never afraid of death But prithee 
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what has ray companJon done to him that she hai- 
been conhned also F demanded the prince. 

Tfour companion has been confined lest she should 
create any distarbancc. The Badshah has not issued 
any command concerning her we must admit** 

‘Then she had better be let oflU Where would )oir 
send me to ?*’ 

To His Majesty at DchlL** 

‘ Let rae be with her till then * 

No I can t aIlow*that but we roast Jet ber off ' 

'She might go along with yoor elephant If she- 
choose. She would get back her horse.” 

Prince, don't be anxious about me. I wont for 
sake you Even God can not separate us ' said Motlya. 

Our ruler has heard your companion la a woman 
so she might be allowed to go m a planqoln or on the- 
elephant back* replied the sentry in a modest tona 
‘ Be myself a man or a woman I am much obhgctf 
to your worthy ruler Tell jrour wretched ruler that 
I am the last person to solicit any favour from a 
treacherous person Ukc him* broke forth Motiya 
fa an emotion 

Without giving a reply to Motiya s words the send 

nels led the prince away At the time of departure- 
the pnnee reminded Motiya of her promise. At this 
Motiya replied in a choked voice — 

If I have an Implicit faith In God wo must m«t 
at the Tajmahal Be not anxioos on my accoant^ 
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The prince repeated his request. Motiya returned, — 

“The world might come to an end, but Motiya’s 
words know no violation.” 

The prince was taken away and so Motiya was left 
behind She tried to snap the rope pnce move but 
in vain Then she burst out saying Her firmness of 
mind was all gone She began to cry like a child 
The emotions of her mind and heart were all was led 
away by her tears. To-day her heart, was entirely 
broken with the prince’s loss Motiya lost herself. Het^ 
happy dream \vas all broken. 



CHAPTER XXV 

AURANGZEBS ROGUERY 


At the tame when prince Soleman shah 

^-en to Aamnezeb in fetten. he 
^ not the least hope of hit Hfc 
victimised like his father by 
The faithless ruler earily parted with him but 1^ 
not so base, 

the late emperor the best possib e -i-ohintback 
Though he passed along the 
in fetters, thanks to their care and attend 
troubles incidental to the 3onmey 
They allowed Motijm to go 
at times they nUowed her to go ^ 

with the pnne At this Bat 

Mbdya lost themselves through ^ ^ 

they knew perfectly ^^ves ready for 

to an end. They were the leash 

death of which they were not afra 

Mohyansedtosay— . this side of the 

Darling there s no ^ ,bero no 

grave on our death „eh other ' 

iraly would be able to separate us from 
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in the battle field. It is a thousand pities, I have- 

to die in the excutioner’s hands. 

Having restrained dier tears MotiyaT said with tlie 

greatest difficulty — 

My lord, this shall never be your fate. It iS" 
only for you to go to the Tajmahal any how. I will 
also try my utmost that you could ; remember that 
we are not helpless. We have got several friends in' 
Agra. 

The prince replied with a deep sigh, — 

“Yes, I know, Sailesh Ray would do much for mc' 
even at the risk of his life, I know, too, that Gul 
’ should she be in the land of thd living, would also do her ' 
mtmost for me. And as for Dulali, if she is still in Agra,, 
she would be of great help to me Besides these three, 

I don’t think there is any ' other person who would 
prove a friend to us in this difficulty Gayamal would 
help us now. He has money which commands many 
things” returned Motiya,’’ 

“Yes you are right He won’t forsake us.” 

When the sentinels kindly permitted Motiya to go 
on the prince’s howdah, the Prince and Motiya used 
to hold conversation which knew no ends. That 
conversation cost tears only. Who could dream that 
such a 'Cruel fate would befall the ever be-Ioved 
grandson of the Emperor ? Perhaps he would run 
mad 'if the sweet nector of Motiya’s were not 
spinkled into his heart ” 

"Motiya's sweet words and simple nature as well as: 
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peerless love captivated the sentinels. They felt too 
tnuch for the pnnee and became charmed with 
IMotiya s behaviour— so machso that tiicy allowed them 
to live together— an act never permissible under the 
'Circumstances. 

The sentinels did not keep such a vigilant eye upon 
them. Taking advantage of this Motiya whispered 
Into the prince's car one day — 

*'We could now flee away from this place.” 

Impossible. We shall be caught. The result will 
be that I shall be dqjnved of the happiness I am enjoy 
mg in my last days — they would not allow you to stay 
with me. My father has gone so^slso my mother and 
brother tc^etber with all my Idosmen and friends. 
What s the good of living this miserable life then ? 

Pnnee, don t you utter this on the tongue. My 
hopes arc not gone yet. The AU-mcrciftil Rnler won't 
be 50 cruel to ua. Please don t forget about the propo^ 
sal regarding the Taj” replied Motiya m a choked 
■voice. 

The pnnee returned In a tone of sadness — 

T)oot forget about your promise. That's my 
last hope and happiness. Should Aurangicb give me 
death penalty I will crave his permissionm In the open 
Durbar for my last prayer before my grand mother’s 
tomb. I am sure he won t refuse my request at least 
for delicacy s sake. And should he send me to the 
Gwalior fort I would aiso supplicate this prayer 
also. 



AURANGZEB’S ROGUERY 


19I 

“Should the wretched rascal reject your prayer, I will 
"help you. Surely the Badshah won’t accompany you. Is 
there any thing money cannot command I will win 
over the sentinels either by hook or by crook, and that 
shall fulfill our purpose We will both go to the Taj.” 

The prince repeated rather in a sad tone, — 

“That would be my last happiness.” 

The elephant was going on and on, Agra was only 
-a day’s journey now. 

At mid-day the sentinels were making arrangements 
for their meals at a certain place where numberless 
Mogul soldiers -came Aurangzeb sent these trust- 
-worthy men m order to escort the prince. 

Having made over Soleman Shah to the commander 
'the sentinels returned to their contury. Now the 
Mogul 'took the prince tied 'hands and feet. The 
sentinels had accorded the prince greatest care and 
attention but ,this happiness was lost to him while in 
charge of the Moguls. These persons who considered 
-themselves fortunate in kissing his feet a month ago to- 
day they dealt with him like a common prisoner. 
Lali Sahib was about yto burst into tears but he con- 
trolled himself with great difficulty thinking that it 
would be extremely improper to show his weakness 
Before these men 

This was the first day Lali Sahib had heard about 
Aurangzeb’s absence from Dehli. He had pitched 
his camp close to Agra whence he would proceed 
towards the Deccan shortly. 
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Thlj news cheered up Lali Sahib to aome extcnU 
In the far-off Delhi he had no friends besides It would 
be next to Impossible for him to come to the Taj froon 
that place whereas his visit to the Taj might bo feari 
ble from his stay here. 

The arrival of the M^^ls created a great sensation 
all over Motya coaid no longer be seen. Now the 
Mogids took the prince towards Agra. From elephant 
back the pnncc looked on anxiously for Motiya alL 
around but in vain. At a distance the Imperial Cavalry 
were returning to their country with no other human 
bdngs on the way There was nothing more to be 
seen than extensive plain as far as the eye could reach. 
With a deep righ I.ali Sahib exclaimed ~ 

“No no she would never forsake me.'* 

At one hme the Dehll people went mad for the- 
pnnce Dara. The Crafty Aurangreb was afraid that 
a not might take place owing to LaJI Sahib. There- 
fore he [had left Dehll and pitched ^hls camp near 
Agra. As regards Soleman Shah Aurangzeb thought 
it wise to hold his trial In a camp far from Delhi oc 
Agra- Therefore the prince was arrested now and as 
soon as the news of bis arrest came to the notice .of 
the Emperor ho left DehlL Nor did he have the coumgc 
to enter Agra, Both the Delhi and Agra people loved 
Dara and Ms son dearly And no body could ssy how 
matters would stand when the Agra people would find 
Lali SaMb gyved. 

That day the Moguls did not go to the Imperial. 
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camp, but' sojourned during the night at a 'certaioi 
place on the way. About five hundred Mogul warriors 
kept the vigil* surrounding, the prince with arms 
in their hands. There was not the ghost of a chance 
for the prince’s flight. They did not have a wink of 
sleep during the night Under the circumstances it was 
impossible for the prince to have sleep at all ^ He was 
not afraid of death , but he had the keen longing to 
see Motiya and to _ embrace^ her for a minute before' 
rieatb Will not the all merciful Ruler grant him this 
little bit of happiness ? , ' ' ' 

The prince became sorely anxious for Motiya. What 
could be the earthly reason, she left him all on a 
sudden ? No, ^he could never forsake him What 'a 
question 1 , ‘ . 

In this dire' difficulty Motiya w^as his only friend and 
companion , infact he never felt his troubles keenly in 
as much as she had been with him so long. To his utter 
misfortune he was deprived of her at last For want 
of sleep at night his face became paler a hundred times. 
Any body having a look at him in the morning could 
not restrain his tears. The Mogul princes, afe a class, 
were extremely handsome and more so our ill-fated 
Lali Sahib, but during the last few days his appearance 
had undergone a thorough change. Even the stones 
would melt at his appearance now 

Early the following morning the Moguls asked the 
prince to mount the Howdah again When, be did so 
they advanced towards Agra shouting all the way for- 

T a 


194 MTSTERTES OF TttB MOGUL DARDAE. 

triaraphant victory When it vraa close' upon 8 o clock 
they came near the emperor s camp which might be 
called a little town as about fifty thousands soldiers 
ivcrc gathered there. The camp consisted of namber 
less bcautlfiil tents with the emperor’s tent in the centre 
■where the crcscent-ULe big Imperial flag began to 
flutter with the current of air 

The Mogul warriors were wandering to and fro, 
Hundreds of Amirs and Omraos were gathered round 
the emperor Long bearded MoUas and Moulris adth 
white cloak on were strutting on all around with an 
Imperial galL It was time for them to show thar 
power and mfiaenec. Now tfic> hid become the all in 
•all to the Mogul Durbar Islamic tr\ and hypocrisy 
•were in the extreme. Having been unnblc to become at 
one with another the Rajput c)uei'< a?>il rulers left 
the Mogul Darbar and had ^oiiu to their country But 
what terrible persecutions and sad plight the descendant 
of their race was under — these they had the leas^ 
idea oC 
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' AURANGZEB’S URBANITY 

The fettered beloved grandson of the emperor Shah 
Jahan was exhibited in all the Mogul camps like a thief 
during his life time. For about an hour the Moguls 
took Lali Sahib round to the universal discontent of 
all Many turned their faces away from this painful 
-sight Whereas several of them gave him the wonted 
salaams with a kiss on the ground. A solemn silence 
prevailed throughout the camp No body felt delighted 
at this inhuman act with the exception of a few men 
■who were Dara’s enemies and who shouted cries of 
victory ; but their voice was also drowned into this 
:sorrowful scene 

But the prince was quite unmoved. With the 

frightful imminent death before him he was not in the 

least agitated. Deep firmness was traceable in his, 

countenance. His handsome features depicted a unique 

gravity. For about an hour he was exhibited in the 
/ 

camp like a thief , but no body found the muscles of 
Fis face distorted a bit This aroused great respect and 
Fonour in tlie minds of the public. But no body' had 
the boldness enough to question the felonious emperor’s 
actions, 

Aurangzeb was seated in the Imperial tent holding 
his Darbar where all his ministers were assembled 

7 
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together The MoUas made tbemseJvcs consplcaon^ 
by thdr presence. Behind him the gandfly-dressed 
raace-bearera k^t standing tnth gold Jewelled fnnri«F< 
In thdr bands whereas In front numberJeas Mcgnl 
wamors with drawn awoitls In their hands were 
In evidence. The seremty and solemnity d ( the sight 
made one lost in wonder and adniiratioii. 

Dressed In common white Anrangicb was seated 
like a poor Denrfsh in contrast with the pomp and 
pageantry on the occasion No body woald find him 
to be the emperor of Delhi be was looking like an 
ordinary Molla. 

At this stage the prince sorrounded by the sentry 
was p r e se nted before the emperor m fetters. With 
not a drooping head he appeared before the emperor 
m hauteur His looks cost many *0 person rivers oC 
tears. 

With no end of sutprise the emperor cjsculated — 

What's this Eh! who the dcoce OD*carth is so aada- 
ciotia as to bring our beloved nephew to such a palnfiil 
gnef? Unfetter him at once. Sharp. 

How great was the surprise and astonishment at 
the words of the emperor I For a short while tncy did 
not dare doing any thing At this the emperor saJd 
jn an angry toncy — 

Put off his fetters at once." 

Outright the sentry took off the fetters from 
the prince 3 bands and feet Then the emperor 
dressed the prince — 
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“In tlie eyes of my ministers yovir father was con- 
sidered to have been an infidel and so I was oblicfcd 
-for duty’s sake to issue the dcatli penalty upon Iiini 
though with an extremely sorrowful heart — a fact e\cry 
body is aware of. Even now I am smarting under the 
^nef of my beloved brother’s loss” 

With a solemn tone Lali Sahib demanded, — 

“What penalty upon me, pray ?'* 

Extremely surprised the Badshah exclaimed , — 
“What a question ! you arc only a lad , offence on 
your part * you shall get your due stipend from the 
state You arc the beloved grandson of my revered 
father and so you would receive the honour befitting 
your rank ” 

“Where am I to stay?” 

“My boy, political affairs arc a heavy responsibility 
and family dissension would lead to the decline of the 
Mogul Empire. Just see what a sad plight the Hindus 
have come to simply owing to family quarrel. Surely 
you would not like the down-fall of our Empire.” 
“No, never.” 

“You speak befitting the dynasty you come from 
There’s no chance of the family quarrel coming to 
an end unless you keep yourselves aloof from the 
Darbar. Therefore I would like to see that all of you 
live far away from the court for some time.” 

“Where do you command me to go to ?” 

As for your brother, I have with due respect and 
lionour sent him over to the Gwalior fort where he is 
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passjDg his days qait6 happny 1 ou just go there and 
join him and live happily'* 

“rm too ^*eU aware wbats ontHs fate in the Gwaliof 
fort I prefer execution to death by poison. Prithee 
command my execution.** 

Having blocked his car holes Aurangreb ejacu 
lated-^ 

Tor shame I For shame I Don I you take this 
on the tongue Should any body iafl to accord you the 
due respect and honour execution would be his fate 
then and there. I am but a common Dervish. Dont 
you ever dream that such an in human action would 
take place under my regime.* 

It IS impossible for me to disobey your command. 

I have therefore to go to the Gwalior fort where I must 
stay as a prisoner tflj my death replied LaJi Sahib. 

‘'Fie I Fie I don’t you evw dream of such a thing** 
exclaimed Aurangxcb again Without heeding the 
emperor a words the prince rejoined — 

May I just sec my grandfather?* 

**1 ought always to see that no trouble or Inconverd 
cnco befalls my revered father He is ill, nay laid up 
and so no polltica] affairs should go into his ear or I 
would have sent you ov'cr to him with the greatest 
alacrity' 

Have I to go to Gwalior this \cTy day?^ 

My boy you ought not to stay here even for a day 
Your father has several enemies, and I don t wisW to- 
put you into a difficulty ^ even for a raomeuL** 
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“I have a last prayer to make before your Majesty ’ 
“Tell me what it is FII grant -it , with the greatest, 

y 

pleasure” > ■ ' ' , 

' '^‘T know 1 shalknever return from Gwalior I enter- 
tain a keen desire to offer my prayer before - my grand 
mother’s tomb on the eve of my departure for Gwalior^ 7 
Can I expect to get this permisson ?” > 

At this Aurangzeb assumdd ^ a graife appearance 
He begap to look at the prince’s face with stead-fast 
eyes. Was there any secret motive in the looked-for 
^'lslt to the Taj Both he and Jus father had been at” 
Agra for a long time They were extremely popular 
there Even, now the old emperor .and his daughter 
had been confined in the Agra fort. Under the cir- 
cumstances It was not safe to grant Soleman Shah per- 
mission to go there 

Finding Aurangzeb wavering Lali Sahib added, — , 

“I have no other intention "" than to go therefor 
offering my heart-felt prayers. I presume you' could be- 
lieve in the words of the Mogul prince” 

, Aurangzeb observed, — 

“Certainly I can, what a question * But I fear your 
visit to Agra might put you to some danger — r 
Lali Sahib returned, — ■' 

“Your sentry*would be with me all along. I go 
there in their custody I could go there even at night 
if your Majesty consent to, so that no’ body would 
come to know about my visit there ” . 

“A serious question indeed ! I can’t give my con- 
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sent at once. You mean to go there with the sole 
object of praj-cr in our revered mother’s tomb. I have 
not the least doubt as to this: It gives me but to 
think of this pleasure. But I must consider whether it 
behoves you to go there at alL I am responsible for 
your life now that your father is no more. Take rest 
now I mast consult with my mimsters before I 
express my opinion or\ this matter " 

**I have got another petition before your Majesty^ 
Tell me— <lo tcU me, I am always anxious to iul6I 
your desires. ’ 

I won t cat any food here that would come through 
your men. Poison Is so easily available here 
Aurangteb said in a taunt'— 

"A silly urchin. For shame. JDon 1 1 yon utter this 
on the tongue. Your food shall come to you through 
the person in whom vou could safely confide. 

Lali Sahib rcpIlM, — 

•*I appointed one Gajrama! as parveyor to my 
troopa If he is ordered to prepare my food I could 
take It otherwise I would prefer death by starvation. 

I am the last person to touch any food here, I warrant 
your Majesty 

A minister interrupted saying — 

“ Your Majesty having been pleased with Gayw- 
mal's vvork has appointed him as chief purveyor 
Aurangxeb observed 

n^es, I recollect now Ho Is a good man. 

Every one exclaimed In one voice,— 
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■f'Yes, he is a really trustworthy man. 

Thanks to Lali Sahib, Gayamal ^ was no longer a, 
poor grocer now. During the space of a few months 
Tie had made a mint of money. Having been appointed 
as purveyor to the emperor he had become a second 
Rothschild A man in the Imperial Court might become 
a millionaire or a street beggar in a single day. 
Having forsaken Lali Sahib Gayamal did not sit idle. 
The purses belonging to the Mollas, Moulvis and 
ministers were filled with Gayamal ’s mone3\ It was 
due to their favour that he had become the chief 
purveyor. His influence knew no, bounds There 
were very few persons in the Mogul Darbar who 
were above corruption. 

One of the ministers interrupted, — 

, “Your Majesty * It was .this Gayamal who gave 
"the information of the prince’s flight and the prince 
would not have been arrested but for him ’’ 

When the terrible news 'reached the ears of the 
pnnee, he became thunder struck, as it were. Gayamal 
had proved a traitor ! We ought to efface the word 
'‘confidence' from our mind altogether.” 

For a while the prince kept standing mute and Uien 
'ejaculated, — 

“I have tested his trust-worthiness all along: Even 
Tiow I trust him. This much he would do, sure as fate 
he won’t give me poison ” 

We also believe him quite a competent man ■” ' 

Then Aurangzeb addressed “ Lali Sahib.—Mv 
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boj I comply with >our request You shall get 
your food through him. Go and bare r«t All 
arrangements wfll be made for your departure for 
Gtvaljor to-nigbt Now go was the rcplj 

The prince said not a word He left with the same 
composure of mind with which he had appcired, 
Aurangzeb said to hionclf — 

'There*a no believing this Hon s cub It Is Iropcra 
tivc that ho must be despatched to Gwalior as soon as- 
possible. My Gm'ernracnt has not fully been estsblisb* 
ed nor have the imperious Rajputs been humiliated yet 
Even now they might create some disturbance for 
him-'* 

The emperor dispersed the meeting and left for his- 
bath room with an anxious heart 


CHAPTER XXVII 

AMIDST THE ENEMY. 

^ t , 

Lali' Sahib was no longer in fetters now Ever>^ 
one was showing him honour at least outwardly. But 
the prince was practically confined though disengaged 
from the chain With arms in their hands Aurangzeb s 
men had all surrounded him. 

They brought him to a rather beautiful tent which 
was furnished 'in a way The prince found that this 
tent was patrolled by numberless sentinels There was 
not the iota of a chance for his flight nor did the 
prince entertain this desire as everything was lost to 
him And what was the good of fleeing under the 
circumstances ? Now the artful Aurangzeb was show- 
ing him civility at least superficially, but should the 
prince be caught in the act of flying, Aurangzeb would 
order him to be killed under the feet of the elephant 
While talking with the emperor the prince concealed 
the feelings working within him but when he entered 
liis tent he lost all his strength and energy , it seemed 
as if his heart was broken, he sat silent for a while in a 
despondent mood. The only solace was that no 
\illain entered his camp and broke his peace of mind 
thus causing him trouble. There was no knowincr 
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'A-hm he tvould die or rather be murdered. He ex 
claimed within htmsclf tn an anxious tone,— 

"M> MotJ where arc you at this time T With all 
the aiTcction shown by the emperor the prince was not 
wheedled by the wily hy^wrlte. But he understood , 
this also that the emperor would not order his murder 
openly He was almost sore that be would lose his ' 
life as soon as ho would set foot on the Gwalior soIL 
Was It possible for the pen to depict the feelings which 
suiged up in his mind under such circumstances ? 

He exclaimed again. — 

Moti where are you now 

On hearing some footsteps he ’got startled up with 
a big leap Fortunately it ^vas not the executioner bat 
a porter carrying some eatables on the bead. He was 
folhwed by GayamaL 

Gayaraal gave salaams with due respect and spoke 
out — 

At the command of the emperor I have brought 
come fruits and sundries for you This porter is my 
man whom I can fully trust and so can you. From 
to-day he will be your valet. The emperor has order 
■such.’* 

Having stiyped op to the prince Gaynmal i«id ■" » 
low tone — 

‘The servant won t prove a traitor I assure you. 

It H yem who has brought tbhi poor inrignlficant man to 
such a position." 

The prince replied in a rimilar soft tone — 


“I hear it is you who has been instrumental in 
causing my arrest.” ' 

"A sheer he, I have won over several persons in the 
Darbar with money. Don’t for Heaven’s sake make 
any objection to your going to Gwalior. Remember 
yon are not helpless. Here I can’t speak to you any 
more ” 

Then Gayamal addressed the servant rather 
loudly, — 

“Ramdin, the Bhisti will bring water to the bath 
room You just make our prince’s bath readj^ 
I’m off” 

With these words Gayamal left the tent in quick 
steps. Then the prince turned his eyes towards the 
eatables brought for him , he found the porter has just 
put down the tray which contained the fruits. He 
looked like a common up-country cooli and wore a 
beard which was covered by his turban Coolies like 
him were engaged on various works in the Imperial 
camp There name was legion so the prince did not 
take any notice of him. He onl v took a fruit in his 
hand just to see if it contained any poison or not. At 
this the porter whishpered into his ear, — ; 

“Don’t be afraid ” — 

The prince gave a big jump. He ejaculated with a 
choked voice, — 

' I 

“Moti — is It you, Moti, Eh 

Moti returned, — ’ 

' Silence » The slave is always at your feet. ■ You 
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coaid come to knonr evcrythlog Just take your bath 
and have some food.” 

LaH SahJb replied in a sad tone - 
Food! food to think of now 
Mod rejomed m a low tone, — 

‘ I shall feel wounded if you don t take any food. 
You can fully understand I can't speak out here. Should 
1 be detected the dogs shall devour me and so X can t 
save you,” 

Holding Mod by the hand the pnnee replied In a 
soft tone, — 

‘'There is nothing to be grieved at only pity that I 
can t make you happy ** 

Motiya spoke not a word Having arranged the 
•fruits for the pnnee she brought out perfumed oil and 
having placed her fingers on the lips she beckoned to 
him not to speak and then she began to besmear his 
body with the oU- U 

Gayoraal called at the tent again aecompanied by 
another man who bad brought clothes for the prince, 

Laii Sahib observed — 

“Clothing also contains poison- It Is a Cict not un- 
known to the Mogul Durbar " 

Gayamal spoke not a word Now he dismissed the 
man and having identified Motiya to the pnnee he left 
the place again 

Motiya whispered into the prince’s ear — 

Only one under the sun h« not proved a traitor 
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At this the prince heaved a deep sigh, but spoke 
■“nothing. It would be impossible for any one to 'tallc 
under the ^ circumstances. , .■ 

Now Motiya took the prince to the bath room and 
helped him in his bath. His eyes became filled with 
tears and he gave her a kiss in silence. Both, these 
lives were at death’s door. Oh ’ how dreadful afiair > 
What peerless love ' How many persons could possibly 
comprehend this ? 

Motiya forced the prince to eat ' something. Then 
she withdrew with the wet clothes as well as with ■ the 
eatables left by the prince While leaving she whispered 
again,— ^ 

“I ivill call in the evening again ” 

With Motiya’s departure the prince felt himself, 
-plunged into a sea of despondency as if his heart and 
soul sank within him . 

For a long while the prince sat still. As time 
advanced, he understood that Aurangzeb had not the 
desire to finish him here If it were so, he would ,have 
- been finished long ago His departure for ' Gwalior 
evidently meant his death, but that death was more 
dreadful than that at the executioner’s hands. 

Were there no means for his rescue .then ? 

He was not utterly helpless. Gayamal ■ would try 
his utmost to save him, As for Motiya she had not 
given up all her hopes, yet. Was it possible for her to 
rescue him from Pluto’s den. 

No impossible. 
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The pnnce 3o2i?oqu?sed — 

'Neither Soilcih Roy norGul nor Dalall— none of 
them could forsake me but where are they now ? 
Perhaps Gal is away for Bengal finding our 

country In a serious trouble over the throne.** 

Though he revolved all (his within his mind Lali 
Sahib found no means for his deliverance , at last he 
said to himsdf, — 

Why should I die by secret poison or at the exteor 
tloDcr^s hands ? 1 11 asL Motl to secure some poison 
which would finish os both and then we go to hesven 
together, ^ 

That the day was far advanced he had little Idea of 
At this dene a Mahamedan general’ came ap with the- 

words, — 

Pnnce your visit to the Taj has not been granted. 
Immediately after dusk you would hare to start for 
Gwalior The elephant would be In waiting for yotu 
For your honour the Majesty has ordered one thousand 
Mogul cavalry just to escort you with this humble self 
as their general-*' 

I bow to the Imperial mandate. But pray am I 
permitted to take a servant with me J 
'There is no commands to that** 

‘'Which servant you want to take with you please 
let me know and I will bring it to the emperor’s 
notice.' 

Here I can trust only Gayamal the purveyor and 
no body else. I want to take with me the serraut. 
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'whom Gayamal brought for me.” 

“I don't think there would be any objection to your 
having this scr^'anU However, I will convey your 
wishes to the Darbar. You just be ready — ha\G to 
start as soon as it is dark." 

With these words the general retired. The prince 
sat there silent for a long while ; then he burst forth 
in an excitement — 

"Should these infernal wretches allow Motiya to 
accompany me, we arc sure to arrive at Gw'alior.” 

It was close upon evening and yet Motiya did not 
turn up The prince became sorely anxious for her. 
Was she arrested then and crushed to death under 
elephant feet? Alas ' it was a great folly on her part 
to commit herself in this manner. He thought he was 
the root-cause of her death then. These conflicting 
thoughts -had almost driven the prince mad He 
could not sit in one place for some minutes together, 
but paced to and fro within the tent in an extremely 
perturbed state of mind. Was there such an unfor- 
tunate man as he ? He in such a sorry plight 
though the emperor Shahjahan s grandson ! Why 
was he born in the Mogul dynasty instead of in a 
poor family ? 

It was evening. It was all darkness within the 
tent He was the only unfortunate man among the 
lac of persons in the tent Had he been executed 
openly, he would not have suffered all this His 
sufferings xvere simply intolerable. When it became 
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qn.te dark the Mogul geoeml again turned up and 

Come along, prince the elephMt « ready ’ 

I ,rent to see Gayamal ontheeveof mydepan- 

tnre’ vms the modest reply 

■ Gayamal has started for Delhi at mid-day on 
wmeu^ent political business' returned the ge^ 
And hi, ml? denmnded the prince In a choked 

•voice.* ^ 

•Which man you mean ? , „ 

■■I mean the one who has served me as a valet 

^:^e has not been traced out Prol^y be 
gone wrth GayamaL His Majesty ordered him to 

accompany yon- _ dephant was 

:3ani^ ^ ^ despondent 

tbe Howdab In guleb At thb 

^'iLre alow ar^aoltv^^joke out- 
. Servant at thy sacred feet 



CHAPTER XXVIII. 
protiva’s recovery. 

We have said already what had been transpiring 
in Roshenara’s pleasure-garden at the time when Lali 
Saheb was being taken to Gwalior at dead night and 
-without any body’s knowledge. 

' Dulali’s suspicion proved to be correct after all. 
Protiva lay confined in Roshenara’s Shismahal (bathing 
apartment) which was not known to any other body 
except the ' princess and her abigail Fatema. What 
Dulali had gathered from her short stay at the Rang- 
mahal was nothing but correct. 

There were two other persons who knew where 
the girl had been kept confined One was Pandayji 
and the other Marwar Raj Jasobant Sing. Both these 
were present near the Taj that night and so had the 
opportunity of knowing that the poor girl was kidnapped 
and taken to Khushru Bag but by whom they did 
not know. None of them, however tried to rescue her 
from the present difficulty. 

The reader already knows that Roshenara had not 
the slightest inclination to make over the girl to 
Murad’s hands as she was too well aware of Murad’s' 
r future fate. She also knew that Aurangzeb would 
succeed to the throne, it was imperative at the same 
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time that her sister mast be won over It was for 
the above reasons she decided Inwardly that the giri 
in question must be married to Sultan Mahamad 
Auranzeb s son. She also thought Murad must be- 
kept In hand and therefore she sent him word — 
"Anyhow you would have her to the Taj at midnight 
when you must send your men jost to kidnap her” 

True the artful princess wrote to Morad to that 
effect only to sec that no suspicion would be made- 
upon her Wc know what artifices Roshenara had 
adopted with the hdp of her bandl In cffectlDg the- 
poor girl s departure from the fort Nor was this the 
only thing which she had recourse to she engaged 
other men to he in ambush near the Taj so that the 
gfirl must any how bo taken to the garden- She 
ordered Fatema to go out at that dead hour and follow 
Prodva only to see that her orders must be carried to 
the very letter But her object was not fulfilled so 
easily as she thought it wouJd- 

GanTa men and DuJali as well as Sallesh Ray and 
Motlya stood m the way Ganfs men having been 
slain Murad s party caught hold of Fatema by 
mistake. Fatema again fell Into Lall Sahib s hands 
who sent her in a palld towards the fort Having 
taken advantage of the darkness on the way Fatema 
jumped out of the conveyance and ran Into Roshenara s 
pleasure garden- What had happened afterwards the 
reader already knows. 

It was morally pertain that Roshenara s men could 
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“not have concealed Protiva now that Patema had fallen 
into Lali Sahib’s hands, and Protiva had also been 
taken away by Dulali, Motiya and Sailesh Ray. But 
who could "^over rule the decrees of fate. Protiva ran 
out of their hands inasmuch as she took them fot 
enemies. The result was that from friends' hands she 
'had fallen into enemies’ hands at last, as Roshenara’s 
men who lay in ambush gagged her mouth at once and 
kidnapped her. Since then Protiva was confined in 
Roshenara’s Shismahal. 

All this fell before the eyes of two other persons 
as the reader is already aware. The noctivagant 
Pandayji who was passing that way at this time 
happened to see this kidnapping of the girl Such an 
occurrence was not an uncommon thing in those days, 
no doubt “yet who these men were and whom they 
-were stealing in this fashion and this information 
gathered, there would be some chance of making some 
money out of it,” — thinking all this to himself Pandayji 
followed the man from behind up to the garden where 
the poor girl was taken at last , of course he had not 
'Come to know who the girl was, but when there was 
a sensation over Protiva’s kidnapping he understood 
clearly that it must have been Protiva who was the 
victim And we have also seen how Panday tried to 
make some money by giving this secret information 
to Jahanara 

But through irony of fate Pandayji’s hopes were far 
from being fulfilled. Sailesh Ray told Lali Sahib every- 
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thing who consulted with Motlya. Then Motlya »w 
HlnganKhan rather In disguise at his 
pump him out as regards Protlva's 

prin«layln ambush with a handful of trustworthy 
men close by 

Then what had happened the 

When Pandayjl bad come to know to ^ 

a feriale spy he tried to stab her to death but to 
shrewd woman put out to lamp at once 

uway with tomsult tot the weaf^n to to old 

Hlngan with whom Partoyhto t 

noted they could not make out each other on acco 

of dfirVness. buclc* Out"’ 

on coming “t'i^^^^'arrested 

right the prince appeared confined, 

both Hlngan and ^ ^ neighbours 

Agthlswas^tedm^htoUj.^^^^ were thrown 

got no scent of It Htngan rmmped m to 

into the fort ^ before the day d.wu- 

Frohvas whereabouts throne-^ 

cd there was a terrible sensa on think of the 

much «, that L.11 Sa^ h»d ^ had to 

imprisoned ra^A ™ ^ ‘heS^ “ 

rot within the den. The ^ jeagged tb* 

srater and «.me eatabto cm -“^^too^^“ 
,^ble existence. V^Inted. Wh*" 

of to fort feU^ •“ *= ^ 

Uiew man saw these »kderf= „ he was a courtier 
he released Hlngan Inmaunch as 
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and a parasite of Roshenara’s. The poor fell ^ 

home half-dead. He never got up from 
Having been laid up in the bed for a few months 
vicious career came to an end. inr/.d 

As for the other villain (Pandayji), he was orderot 

• to be turned out with a reward of a hundred ^ s npe 
The sentinels took him outside and rega cc nm 
the ordered lashing at which the miscreant called 1 
god but no body felt pity on him , on the contrary, 
was rather an object of contempt and ri ^ 

hands of the public when he was found in such ^ Srie •- 
As soon as he got his release the wretched rascal fled 
from Agra with bruise marks all over his body. len 

what was his future fate no body kn6w. 

Another person knew about Protiva and that was- 
Jasobant Singh the chief of Marwar The day lie wa& 
staying in his boat on the breast of the Jumna, and 
pacing up and down the river side^ near Roshenaras- 
garden, he noticed a few persons were just carrying ^ 
certain person into the garden. He took no particular 
notice of it as such a thing was of frequent occurrence 
in those days as has already been mentioned. 

The following day he forgot about this altogether, 
but when he had heard about the kidnapping of the girl 
from the Begum Mahal the thing arose in his mind. It 
did not take an intelligent man like him long to see 
through the real state of affairs, He remembered all he 
had done with Murad regarding this girl , so he under- 
stood that the girl was concealed by 'Roshenara within, 
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her garden. Had Roahenam entertained the .lightest 
• desire to make the girl over to Murad she would hare 
been far from concealing her Both Aurangieh ^ 
Roshenara must have made some other move. The 
crafty Jasobant Singh thought to himself— 

Why not make a move myself ? Roshenara has 
stolen away this girl from her sister's hands and why 
should not Jasobant Singh avaU himself of robbing the 
girl from Roshenara s hands now 

It has already been mentioned what conv^ton 
had passed behveen Jasobant Singh and Murad when 
the Maiwar Raj caUed at the princes ““P 
■Whether Jasobant Singh had a desire to gl 
to Murad we cannot say. but h.s desire to con^e Mm 

rnthedungeonof Jodhpore for ™ 

^omr Wbeo he found his desire ^ras not g S 
rSmi^e totally forgot a^t rim Md«PP^ 
afSir He now «t out on a hgh 

Aurangseb. Then what had transpired has ah been 

“’"when Sallesh Roy ^d^-^ iTp^r^ 
foran"n“her hanl":^ri f«t with his turtmi 

doth. She lay down stnia^morimricr^^ ^ ^ 

Then Sallesh rose and told ^ 

dngle syllable as a minutes 

to their Uves. With these wor^ be ca 
Protiva s hands and ran al^ lo 

In the tvrinUIng of an eye he cam 
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-and behold — Dulali before him She now exclaimed in 
an anxious tone, — 

“Here you are. My guess is quite correct. No 
‘time to lose here.” 

Protiva interruppted, — 

"Fatema showed me the greatest attention possible. 
She would die if left in this condition — tied hands and 
feet” 

Sailesh Ray replied, — 

"The door is left open. When the gardeners would 
find the door open to-morrow morning they would bring 
her outside. Now hurry up” 

“An outcry seems to fall upon our ear. Not a 
moment to be lost 

All the three ran outside with break-neck speed. 
Deep silence prevailed all over, but it seems there was 
a noise at a far off distance. When they got out side 
‘the garden Dulali remarked, — 

“Their junketing not over yet ? No — no, it has 
nothing to do will the galaday. The outcry seems to 
be close at hand. Now hurry up.” 

The noise became greater. The noise caused by 
men as well as horses’ feet fell upon their ears At 
times the .sound of gunfire became audible. On getting 
to the river side Dulali said, — 

There must have been something very serious. I 
bielieve there is a not going on in that quarter. The 
outcry seems to be louder Have they come to know 
about our movements ?” 
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All the three ran away &s fest as their legs coold’ 
carry When they got to the boat, Dulall addressed 
the boat man — ^ 

•*Go right up to the other ride,** 

The boat darted off like an arrow For a single 
moment they had not been In safety their heart beat 
with great force none of them had the power to 
speaL 

Gradnally the noise came near the Jumna it 
seemed as if thousands of horses were running and 
along with it vc^ce of innumerable persons became 
audible with one sound extremely frightful — So much 
so that It was beyond description It seemed Iflce the 
trumpettiug of the elephant but that was so terrible* 
that it would cause the heart to throb vloIenti> There 
must have taken place some thrilling Incident— there* 
was not the ghost of a doubt as to that 



CHAPTER XXIX. 

MOTIYA AS ELEPHANT DRIVER. 

Lali Sahib’s elephant was going, with five hundred 
Mogul Cavalry in front and five hundred behind Should 
the prince endeavour to make his flight, he would be 
shot to death then and there — that was the Imperial 
command. 

Thinking all his lifers hopes frustrated the prince- 
heaved a very heavy sigh when some voice spoke out in 
a low tone, — 

“Thy slave at thy feet 1” 

On the elephant there was no other body but he and 
the driver Both in front and behind there were cavalry 
guarding him. Who could it be then that uttered such 
cheering words ? Was it a dream or a mistake on the- 
part of the prince ? 

The same voice again uttered in an indistuct 
tone,— 

“Come closer, please 

This time the prince understood that it was the- 
driver who uttered these words Who could it be t- 
What did the person tell him ? Was it not the driver 
who was sitting on the elephant ? He came near the 
Howdah slowly and stealthily. The cavalry behind 
him could not detect what he was doing owing to- 
darkness. 
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In an extremely low tone the prince demanded - 

Who are yon ?” , . 

Having come cloaer to the Howdah the driver 

Teplled In a joft tone — 

“Your ever beloved Mod" 

The prince could not account for the rea»n ,^y he 

Klld not utter words of surprue. 

^Im Moti * but It seemed as If some body 
tied him and so he was disabled to speak out Motlya 
uttered in a similarly low tone. -^ne 

“Yon must speak m a whisper there s n pc 

if we are cai^ht ’ ^ beyond desenption. 

In feet the pnnee s suyto ^ 

He never dreamt he would f 

He felt astonished at her in this 

witched at her dlvtnel^ Rttog^^^ ^ 

“How have you mana^to oc^ h^ prevent the 
cMy lord is It In any ^ be at thy 

Jumna flowing Into the Auraugsebs would not 

Lt always ^ 

succeed in severing our 

Tbe prince returned >" a , Th^ 
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speak low. They would ill hear our con'^erration if I 
drive in this manner ” 

*'Motiya, my hopes are all gone. As a captive I 
am going to the Gwalior fort from where 1 shan t get 
out’' 

“I, too, want to commit myscll and remain im- 
pnsoned there’' 

“They would soon poison me to death.'’ 

“1 have also got poison with me’' 

“You are a goddess' This vale of tears is not the- 
place for you.” 

“My lord, have I not told you already that you are 
a God and so this earth is not the proper place for 
you ?” 

“Should it be so, you say you have got poison with 
you ? Will you give it to me and we will take it together 
^ only to set rid of the hands of these villains ” 

“Darling, I would have died had I not entertained 
. my hopes still ? I have made every possible arrange- 
ment for Our escape.’’ 

“One thousand Moguls are guarding us. There’ s- 
no chance of our escape, not even the shadow of it ’’ 

“I have not given up the hope yet. If I could any- 
how get to your maternal uncle’s place in Rajputana, 
Aurangzeb could do us no harm. I hear Emperor Shah- 
Jahan, too, took shelter there and thus saved himself 
from his father’s wrath." 

“But I am made a captive How can I hope for 
escape ?” 
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can I have won over the driver with money 
and have thus taken up hU duties by removing him 
■away 

WUl you be able to dnvc the elephant 
I drove many a mad camel in Persia when I was 
made a slave In my childhood could I not drive an 
elephant then ? Just see how I have held him in. 

What are the means of our escape now 
' There arc means still I have administered some 
person to the elephant In an hour's time be irill turn 
mad and run a muck and then thousands of horaemen 
won t be able to overtake him or won t dare to come 
before him. Should we any how enter the jangle of the 
broken temple, these Infernal wretches won’t be able 
to trace crar whereabouts,.*’ 

The pnnee did not feel S8tis6ed with Motiya’s 
words. He considered it nothing more than nonsense 
and chfldishaers on Modya’s part But he did not 
consider it proper to thwart her indomitable energy 
and thus to wound her feelings. So be said — 

' It Is Impossible to throw dust into the eyes of so 
many and to run away with the elephant sod 

should the tusker turn mad it would be too diflicult for 
you to keep him In hand The result will be the In- 
furiated animal will take us any where and loll os." 

Not nnlBccly Everything he* with God s will, 
know death is Inevitable. Why should I not make my 
last attempt to save you then ?” 

With a deep sigh the prince repDcd,— 
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“Peerless’ is your love ; unbounded is your courage# 

5 admit all this , but my mind tells me all our attempts 
-would be in vain ” ^ 

“Why should I not make an attempt ?’' 

Lali Sahib sat silent for a while and then de- 
-mandedj — 

“Where is Gayamal ?’’ 

“Lest any suspicion falls on him as to my actions 
■and movements, he has gone to Delhi on plea of sbme 
business He won’t forsake us. He has given me 
>many gold coins which I have, kept in my waist bag. 
■We shan’t be in want of money, you must know ” 

All on a sudden the elephant halted. Not having 
perceived this owing to darkness the front row of the 
cavalry behind came up under the elephant’s feet, The 
elephant gave such a smart kick that about half a dozen 
horses with their riders fell to the ground and so the 
cavalry became dispersed. It was really a dreadful 
' occurrence so much so that one fell upon another horse * 
■man’s back. 

With a strong move of the body the elephant gave 
out a loud trumpetting with his trunk raised, — then he 
ran on quite desperate, A few horse men became 
dashednnto pieces through his trunk and so the whole 
Mogul army got dispersed and the infuriated elephant 
ran on and on. Lali Sahib held fast the sides of 
the Howdah with great anxiety lest he should fall 
down. 

At first the elephant fell upon the Moguls and 
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traroplod thecn under foot resulting In the loss of Innn— 
merable horses and Mognis, What sool-stining events 
^ve^c enacted In that solitary path at that dead boar of 
the night \vas simply beyond description Some of the 
Moguls hit the elephant with arrow and ballets and so 
the elephant got more Infuriated 

Now Motlya tned hard to drive the animaJ towards 
the jungle. Having been a brave woman Mobya did 
not get bewildered even ibr a moment. Surely she 
would have out Norjahanned Nurjahan had the Great 
Disposer of events willed It. The prince got sarprlscd> 
nay astonished at her courage and bravery 

But all her attempts proved futile. As the elTixt of 
stramonium which Motlya had adminlstaed to the ele< 
pKant, he went mad aad so It was not in the power of 
man to keep him under control Motiya could not tom 
the animal s coarse. She began to perspire all over, 
Now the animal took the way to Agra as It Is the prac 
ticc with animals to make for their homes, The animal 
ran towards Agra trumpcttlng all the way The dtUens 
who were enjoying sleep all woke up with terrible dis- 
may Thinking the whole earth was coming to an end 
the people began to Invoke thdr gods m an cxtfcmely 
anxions tone. 

Now Motlya asked the prince to take her over the 
Howdab as the dephant was trying to twist her with 
his trank. The prince became almost stupefied when 
he heard this shocking news. Outright the prince bent 
fonraidj and drew hla adored Mohyaon to the Howdab 
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"Without caring twopence for his own , precious life. 

•Gasping he exclaimed, — • 

“Ah me 1 What have you done, my angel ?” 

“Where is the harm if a few Mogul villains pay the 

t i 

debt of nature ?” > 

“I don't mean that. My point is we shall not escape 

at the hands of this infuriated animal ” 

1 

Motiya said in a firm tone, — 

“Prince, I have not given up the hope yet. My 
object in taking him to the jungle has not been ful- 
filled “ 

“Which way is he going to ?” 

“Probably towards Agra. Ha-ving raised the trunk 
the elephant ran on trumpetting The swiftest horse 
•cannot overtake the elephant when he runs and so the 
Mogul horsemen lagged behind, but they chased the 
■elephant with great noise and uproar But it was not 
in any body’s power -to overtake the infuriated 
animal 

The prince repeated, — ^ 

“What IS the remedy now ?” 

Motiya replied, — 

“The only remedy is to sit still and motionless 
Teap and you die The elephant must halt somewhere “ 

“Then we are sure to be trampled under foot. 
There would be no means of escape " 

“Death is inevitable, my lord ” 

“Should we escape any how we shall be made cap- 
tives. Aurangzeb will surely take our head 
15 


>1 
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‘But most finish oufsdves before that** 

The prince had not seen such a girl before. He 
paused for a while stupefied. No one bad fiallen Into 
such a sorry plight as he therefore nobody could com 
prebend the workings of bis mind then. 

The elephant ran on with the swiftness of the light 
ing Fortunately It was a straight path. The Howdah 
would have gone Into pieces If It had dashed against a. 
tree and In that case both the prince and Motlya would 
have been finished In a trice. 

The elephant took the meadow path. Owing to 
daj^ess there were no means of determining which 
way the dqihani was running He only ran on despe- 
rately At this stage Motiya ejaculated all on a. 
sudden — 

**My lord we arc past danger ** 



CHAPTER XXX. 

ON THE BREAST OF THE RIVER. 

In front was the river Jumna. On account of the: 
burning sensation of the body the elephant ran on 
towards the river. The Mogul cavalry kept on pursuing, 
bim They fired at times , but none of the bullets hit , 
the animal on account of distance and darkness Thfs 
citizens were all roused from sleep by their terrible up- 
roar and the frightful trumpetting of the elephant. The 
bells began to be rung at short intervals over the towei 
as the fort was supposed to have been attacked by the- 
enemy The citizens became almost half-dead on the 
impression that the enemy had looted the town. No- 
body was aware of the real state of affairs, only this 
much they knew that there must have taken place 
something very wrong in all Agra at dead houV of the 
night. Finding ‘the Jumna in front 'Motiya ex- 
claimed, — 

“There’s no more fear, prince, the elephant is run- 
ning towards the water We must jump down any- 
how ” 

“Not an easy thing Should the elephant see us, we 
-shall be drowned.^' was the reply. 

Motiya said in an emotion, — 

There s no other alternative. ^Ve must try. A_ 
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hero you are, Why should you fear then ? I a weak 
woman hare no fear 

You are a dlWne being whereas I’m a humih 
being” 

'My lord, put off as much clothing as you can be 
quick* We shall have to swim. Lose no moment** 
With these words Motiya put off her garment 
except the doth. She added — 

*The gold coins also I have to drop down or ^ 
shan’t be able to swim.'* 

The prince said m a sad tone,**— 

"You have done your best, true. I find there s no 
means of escaptk No use attempting further Let me 
have poison.* 

Motiya replied grinding her teeth -~- 
“Prince, just see I have left everything excepting 
these two things — sword and poison. Hope, too I 
have not given up yeL First the sivord and then the 
poison 

The elephant came to the nver side and baited for 
a moment when Mod dropped her own clothing and 
those of the prince before him. For a while the elephant 
began to move these with his trunk. Before he could 
understand what Motiya was doing' LaJi Sahib ex 
claimed in a dreadful tone, — 

‘^What arc you doing Moti ?** 

With a big jump Motiya sat on the elephants neck. 
Her sword glittered In darkness. She bent over the 
elephant s head and pierced the weapon right through 
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it This caused the animal to give hut the loudest trum- 
petting and so the whole atmosphere shook, as it were 
The elephant jumjSed into the water. Motiya exclaim- 
ed in a choked voice, — 

' “Prince, give a jump at once.^’ 

The prince was unable to make out what had taken ' 
place or what Motiya had done. As asked by Motiya, 
he did give a ' jump He Was quite puzzled and 
bewildered having lost all powers of understanding. 
This' much he felt hh had fallen into' the water and that 
the elephant was not there. 

Immediately ’Motiya came up to the prince and 
saidjJ — ' 

“Swim as quickly you can. The enemy is about t&" 
overtake us” With these words she caught hold of the 
princes's hands and took him to very deep water. 

The prince gave a jump from behind the elephant. 
He went into the shallow water whereas Motiya had 
gone to the unfathomable water. At once she came to- 
the prince swimming and then both of them went intcs 
deep water. > , > . . , 

By this time the Mogul soldiers came up to the 
water’s edge J but the night being dark; ' both Motiya 
and Lali Sahib could 'not be detected. As they were* 
expert in ' swimming ^they went far into the strong 
current of the Jumna. 

The enemy thought that the prince was drowned intn 
the Jumna along with the elephant — an event beyond 
human conception. They were extremely frightened 
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that they cooJd not act tip to the command of ibe 
croperoT The Badsbah wouJd Murely get exasperated 
■with wrath and'the result would be they would *31 
Tccavc death penalty It was therefore that they were 
ct^latJng as to what they should do under the 
-circumstartces. They deaded at last that the pnntes 
death must be kept a *ecret They would put forward 
that the elephant, maddened, ran towards Agra, but 
they turned Its course and got the pnnee alight from 
■elephant and then took him to -Gwalior on hors^* 
back. 

Thinking this adWee sound ah of them made < for 
Gwalior as before. Aurangaeb did not get the scent of 
this ofiaif He was under the impression Friuce 
-Soleman was made a capdve in the Gwalior fort like 
his younger brother It was for this reason that all his- 
tonans spoke-of Solctnau s death In the Gwalior fort 
But wo ail know thanks for -MotJya s courage, bravery 
and intdllgcncc he was saved from the hands of the 
infuriated elephant that dreadful night. Since then 
Prince Soleman had not been heard of Infact his name 
has been effaced from Indian History from that day 
What bad transpired afterwards we are quite aware 
< L ( Now the prince and Motlya both neared the Taj it 
that hour of the night Motlya wai trying to go to the 
other side and the prince accompanied her without * 
word; So Jong they kqat rilent 

When they came up to the T*J ^ jpnnco 
dahDcd— j T / / 1 
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"Moti, God has in His mercy saved us after all Let 
^s offer our heart-felt prayers near the tomb of -our 
grand mother.” 

“Give up this hope, my lord. We are not safe her^ 
Let’s go to the other side.” 

“I wish I could. Beside you also promised that’’ wgs 
the reply. ^ 

“Do give up this hope of yours” 

“Whatever you would tell me to do, I would do. 
Let’s go to the other side Well, will you swim across 
the river ?” 

"I have swum across the'^Indus — a much larger river. 
Ho fear. But you would have enough of trouble.” 

"I am quite accustomed to swimming across the 
Jumna. Many a time in my childhood have been to 
the other side and back or how could I have learnt 
■swimming ?” 

“Let’s go to the other side then , we should rathef 
be safe,” 

“But Aurangzeb would send thousands of men for 
my arrest and we are sure to be arrested.” 

“No body under the sun could arrest you. Even 
God won’t be able to save our connection ” 

“You are my goddess. Pity I can’t make you the 
sovereign of Delhi.” 

Why do you say this repeatedly and thus wound 
my feelings ’ The Delhi throne I care little for Let us 
go to the dense forest and live there as fakirs and in 
that case we shall be happier than any body else. 
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While on the breast of the fathomlew Jamna the 
prince drc\v his adored Motlya and gave her several 
kisses on her lips. At this Motiya said In a choked 
vola. — 

I consider myself happier than a thousand sover 
dgns of DdhL ’ 

AH on a sudden the sound of splashing of the oar 
fell upon thor ears and so both of them looked behind 
but nothing could be sfcen owing to darkness. By this 
time they Instead of coqilng the otherside had gone 
(at beyond agra through tbe strotig current of the 
Jumna. During this time not a single boat came to 
their notice At the time we are speaking of piracy 
was so common and so nobody could ply bis boats at 
night without endangering hlmselC He would lie at 
anchor at any port and so both the fogitivcfl felt ex- 
tremely surprised at the splashing of the oars at sacb a 
^read hour of the night / 

It must be some merchant s boat” observed 
Motiya. 

”It IB against Jaw to ply boats at night” was the 
reply ' 

‘ Come let as go to tbe shore arid conceal ourselves 
there.” 

The coait is far away Don t yon st» the boat has 
almost overtaken na" 

Let’s keep silent and wo evade detection 

■Don t' you see it 3 the boat sent by Anrangreb for 
oar arrest All yoar attempts go for nothing Well 
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let me have poison which 3^011 have got in hand Rc 
member, I am the last person to die by the execu- 
tioner’s hands,” 

“Prince, they might not be Aurangzeb’s men and 
eveh if they are, they might not detect us ” 

“Just notice the boat is going to fall upon»us Poison 
is the only thing I must have recourse to I have no 
weapons with me and so can’t die fighting/’ 

‘'I would give the poison in exchange for a pro- 
mise ” 

“Tell me at'pnce. I’m not going to die by the exe- 
cutioner’s hands” 

“Just promise this, — ^you will not take the poison 
into your mouth until I take it. Should we actually 
fall into enemy’s hands, I must take the poison first 
and then you.” 

“Very well, I do promise that. I can’t live for a 
moment after I shall have lost you ” 

Motiya had poison in a-'small box tied to her waist 
While swimming she brought out the box though with 
extreme difficulty and gave one fill to the prince having 
kept the other to herself At this time a swift boat 
passed along them, they floated along like corpses having 
suspended their breath a Infact they could not be 
traced any how in the darkness 

The boat plied on with the rapidity of lightning 
Though the boat passed close by them neither the 
prince nor Motiya could detect who they were. Only a 
female voice fell upon their ears,— 
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”Princc, Motlya, i?bat*3 a]) this ch ?” 

This surprised thetn nay, bcwBderod them 

In the twinkling of an eyethc boat tamed back and 
came to them. With extreme Joy and cbecrfalneas 
Modya snatched away 4he pfll from the prince ex 
claiming — 

No more fear God in HU Infinite mercy has sent 
us sacconr— our cver-bdoved sister Dulali.” 



CHAPTER XXXI. 

OUT OF DANGER. 


Dulali had taken Protiva in her boat and had gone 
To the other side of the Jumna, but finding terrible 
Tumult and trumpetting of the elephant she hid herself 
’Within a small trench. She felt extremely anxious to 
see if any body had come to ferret her out. But after a 
while all uproar subsided She felt through the 
darkness that those who had come to the river 
side had left the place and ^'^et to make herself doubly 
sure Dulali waited within the trench a little longer and 
Then she proceeded towards Dayamani’s house”;- 

As soon as the floating couple fell upon Dulali’s 

‘eagle eyes, she took these to be corpses and so 

' ' 1 
-exclaimed m a deep surprise, — t 

“Shahzada, Moti, what’s all this, eh ?’’ 

She immediately turned round the boat , which cartie 
upon them at once. At this Motiya gave out a shriek 
rof joy which filled Dulali’s heart with delight 

Both the prince and Motiya, who had already be- 
"come fatigued held the boat by the hand when Sailesh 
Ray was about to help her in getting into the boat. 
■She said, — ^ , 

“First the prince, then his devoted slave.” 

When Lali Sahib^ had got into the bokt, he held 
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Mobya by the hand and took her in. The prince and 
Mobya both felt extremely delighted to find Probva. 
thcre. Motiya rushed towards Probva and having em- 
braced her by the neck showered kisses npon her hps. 
The one looked apon the other as her uterine sister 
Dulali ob se rved — 

"Prince I understand front your manner that you 
arc a runaway and finding your Gul with us you alsd 
understand we are absconders too." ^ 

Lali Sahib replied — 

Rather It Is Mod who has saved me from the Tuth- 
hands of Aurangteb but we arc not safe yet 
Aurangzeb Is not the man to sit idle. Now it Is you 
|prho could save me and no body else.'* 

"Should Adrangxeb come In battalions, he could not 
do you any harm You need not worry on that 
account,^ 

1 11 lay down ray life for lyon if necessary ^ Inter 
vened Sallesh Ray In an emodoo 

Where did >oa come by GuJ and how ? demand 
edLaU Sahib. 

’Dulall said In replv — 

Fatenia must have made out Sallesh Ray Prohibl) 
she was the ugliest wretch under the sun. A short sta) 
of the Begum Mahal has enlightened me on many 
things regarding her Sallesh was in disguise and yet 
she would suspect him by guess. As for Roshenara 
she would surely suspect as.* 

* With a great anxiety the pnnee returned — 
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' “Then Roshcnara would surely send Gama with his 
party for our arrest ” 

“There may not be any trouble at night as both 
Fatema and Khoja are lying tied hands and feet and 
"the Durwan won^t awake until to-morrow morning. ’ 

"But every thing would take air to-morrow how 
could I save ourselves under the circumstances ?’’ 

“I’m thinking over that. Disguise is of great help 
■sometimes. No body could make out Motiya in the 
fort. Well, let's go to Dayamani's house and we will 
decide as to our future proceedings while thcfe.’’ 

On being asked by Dulali the prince narrated every 
thing regarding Motiya^s wonderful Teat. When Dulali 
beard the prince through, she got startled exclaim 
ing— ' ' , ■ 

’ “Motiya must have been a silly fool to do all this.” ' 
So long Motiya was talking to her long-looked-for 
friend now she exclaimed, — ' 

"Where would have been the prince had I not done 
^11 this ?’’ ; ' 

"Providential indeedas your 'rescue. No question 
as to that But what was the fate of the elephant ?” 
observed Dulali. 

"Considering the wound caused' on his head, the ele- 
phant must have been all but finished^ He is also com- 
ing in this direction floating." ' 

Dulali exclaimed in a surprise, — 

■ “What courage ! What strength of the body !” 
Motryn replied in a laughj — ■ , 



^38 MYSTERIES OT TUB MOGUL DARBAR 

“If tire bnln la ]twt bit, it docs not require nraclh 
strength." , 

At this time the boat arrived at the ^ia/ and aD oC 
them got doim nolsdessly Dolall .addressed the 
boatman — 

Just go to Benares and wait there: Don't go awaj^ 
from there antfl we return. Start at once." 
hfotiya Intervened — 

“It would bare been better I think If the boat had 
been with us, for we could easily then have taken to. 
our flight if necessar> ** 

The boat would simply raise sospldon In the miods 
of the enemy X-ets sec what cOtUd be done now" 

All of them entered Dayamanl s bouse in sflence.. 
The old lady was asleep and to no body tried to wake* 
her up. Dulaii took them all Into her own room and 
shut the door from Inside. Then she said 

Cautlonsness Is Ite own safety Who knows that 
Aurangreb s men or those of Rosbenara won t chase us. 
here this verj night ? 

The pnnee replied in an cmdtloG,— 

' I don t care for any body now.. Here we have got 
arms and so can die fighting like heroes." 

“I also court such a death" Inter v e n ed Sallesb Boy 
Dulali said rather In a taunt — 

To die is not io difficult; as to live.. 
Prudent people always try to evade death. Our first 
duty Is to see that you be metamoifiiosed fntot 
different look lest the vfle wretches lall upon us. 
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The prince replied, — 

“What you propose we will abide by/’ 

Dulali returned, — 

“We must have to submit ourselves to any fate in 
times of difficulty Prince, you have to pose yourselves 
as my palki-bearer for some time. Don’t you object 
to this ” 

The prince replied in a sad tone, — 

“I have suffered from many a trouble and am pre- 
pared for more. Formerly I preferred death but now 
1 long to live now that I am spared and am allowed 
to meet you Should I live,*I might give condign punish- 
ment some day or other to the rascal who murdered 
father ” 

Dulali replied, — ' — \ 

“Why should, you give up the hope ' A true hero 
ought not to be despondent. I would have sent you at 
a far off -distance but I don’t dare to keep you apart 
from me ” ' ' 

The prince replied in an anxious tone, — ' 

‘ “I, too, don’t like to live apart from you ’’" 

“I have pondered over the ■ matter and find that 
you ought to live with me I’m going to dress ‘you as 
my palki-bearers and nobody would be able to make 
you out ” 

“I’m quite aware of your wonderful powers but I 
should think it would have been ^safer if we could have 
fled away by the boat.” ■ 

“Where could we have run away just to ' evade 
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Aunmgieb * wrath ? Arrest would have bccnonr&te 
and there would have been no escape, cspecjaJJ/ my 
mission is not complete yet I have to see the Emperor 
once more.^ t 

Will he grant an interview Y 
ni crave his permission.*’ ^ 

Every one demanded in an extreme surprise, — 

Arc you really going to see him Y 
Dulali said In a grave tone, — 

Until we arc above suspicion m his eyes we shall 
TWer be in safety so I must see him.*' 

nrhat means courtmg danger'* returned the pnnee. 

Dulali saW — 

”That can t be helped— if we mean to extneate our 
selves from danger we must commit ourselves. I 
know too wdl that It is dangerous to go to the wOy 
Aurangaeb who bad spies all around. Knowing that I 
have to go and see him. * 

The prince questioned In dismay — , 

Must we go with you ?** 

"That is the safest course. Should you rcmalo 
with my palki-bcareni, you won t be an object of 
suspiaon. I will dress yon in such a fashion that no- 
body would make yon out." 

Modya intervened — 

"Where shall we remain ?*' 

Yon would all go along with me.® 

Well and good. I can t be apart from the prince 
m that case. ’ 
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“Moti, you won’t have to be apart from the prince. 
Nobody under the sun could do that/’ 

“How could you take them with you ?” 

“They would go as my maid-servants and there 
would be no chance of being detected. We must 
start to-night. And Hll see Aurangzeb to-morrow 
morning. Probably nothing would come to his notice 
so soon and so there would be little ground for 
suspicion.” 

Perilous as the intended interview was, it \vas deci- 
ded according to DulalPs suggestions. Then Dulali 
brought out her disguising apparatus and began to 
dress them all. She now learnt this art of ‘simulation 
from her father Behari Charan who was second to none. 
Both the prince and Sailesh Ray became metamorphos- 
ed into Bengali palki-bearers so quickly under Dulali’s 
skill that Dara would have failed to make his son out 
had he been alive. 

Their dressing over, Dulali turned her attention 
towards Motiya and Protiva who were rolling in laugh- 
ter covering their faces. In fact nobody could restrain 
a laugh at the appearance of the beloved grand-son ‘of 
Emperpr Shah Jahan. 

Instantly Dulali metamorphosed Motiya and Pro- 
tiva into old Bengali women. 

When Motiya saw her own face in the looking glass 
she started up saying, — 

“Good gracious ! what’s this ?” 

Their bright and beautiful face had been converted 
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into ft grim and ogly one. \STjo coold say they were 
young ladles 

At last Dulali observed — 

‘ Now you arc above suspicion. Don*t yon think 
however you are out of danger ycL We are just going 
to face die tiger and must be very cauriotjs. Don t you 
speak under any cjrcamatanccs whatsoever You must 
remember a dumb man has no enemies. Be very cau- 
tious." 

Now Dulali told her servant something in a 
whisper He returned after a while with the words that 
)>oth pftlid and btters were ready Without losing a 
moment all of them started. Motiya and Protiva got 
into the litters and Sallesh and Sbahsada joined the 
bearersL Dulah's servant walked along with them 
Every one kept concealed within the garments sharp- 
edged sword and poison They thought that suicide 
was the only recourse in case of being sirrested other 
wise they would fall Into the cruel jaws of death without 
the least chance of being rescued. 

Who could depict the feeling working prlthln the 
prince s mmd at that time ? He looked grave and 
absent minded when be weighed In his mind the serf- 
oosness of the work Dulali bad on view By the 
side of her paJki both Saflesh and Shehtada were ruon- 
Ing with the palld bearers. Had such a iato ever fsUen 
to the lot of any prince under the sun before ? 



CHAPTER XXXII. 

WITHIN THE tiger’s JAWS. 

'Within a short distance from Agra Aurangzeb lay 
-encamped He did not enter the Agra fort up to 
now as fie did not dare coming before his father. How 
could he'show his cursed face to the old Emperor It 
was Aurangzeb indeed who ordered his ^brothers to be 
murdered He it was under whose command so many 
persons were executed, but he never showed any dis- 
regard to his father. He had all the honour befitting 
his position He was getting all the necessary expensed 
from Aurangzeb, only he was prohibited from going 
out of the fort. There he was all in all, being ‘the 
monarch of all he surveyed ’ In fact his word was law 
there Aurangzeb however could not persuade him in 
regard into two things. Dara’s daughter was living 
wth Shahjahan within the fort Her Aurangzeb 
wanted to be married to his son, but Shah Jahan threw 
cold water upon his proposal Aurangzeb could not 
win over him nor could he take away the girl by force 
and so Shah Jahan got the upper-hand 

Aurangzeb asked Shah Jahan for a few Imperial gems 
which the latter did not part with There was much 
correspondence between father and son over the matter, 
but here also the tyrant was defeated. He could not 
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take the gems In question under any dfcumstaaces. It 
vns evident from the above, impnsoDcd as be was with- 
in the fort Shah Jahan was the absolute so vere i gn 
there. He enjoyed the former pomp and pageantry, 
rfchc* and retinae lu^ry and what not As for Jaha 
nara, she had the sole tnduence in the Begum MthaL 
Kather Koshenara had the leverae fortune having left 
the fort and joined his brother On the eve of her de- 
parture ahe carae to take the dost of her father's feet 
bot*&hahjahan did r>ot allow her an interview Thinking 
It was unwise on her part to stay there any longer 
Roshenara left the fort. 

With all that nobody was allowed an ingress Into 
or egress out of the fort without the Emperor « pcrmls- 
sjon. Aurangiebs troops lay encamped besieging 
the fort Now Aurengieb bad become the sole sove- 
reign thfoidng his brothers and nephews In the back 
ground. Extensive was Aurangieb s camp where htr 
was staying with over a lac of soldiers under his com- 
mand, Here they were discussing as to where they 
should go and snbjugate whom. 

In the morning Duloll s palkl with two litters appea 
red before the Imperial camp. She had a written petl 
tion with her for the Emperor At the cost of a few 
askrafis she could manage to send the petition to the 
Emperor through his private servant The Emperor 
fdt rather anaJoos when he read the petiUoa 

He demanded — 

♦'Who else Is with her T* 
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"The palki bearers as well as two maid-servants in 
the litters” was the reply. 

After a little reflection Aurangzeb replied, — 

"Show the petitioner in. You -must stand behind 
Jier with great cautiousness Should you find any 
thing wrong with her, you must not scruple to chop off 
"her head at once. Don’t allow any other body in.’' 

Seated on a common carpet and dressed in a com- 
mon garment Aurangzeb was bidding his' beads within 
hin tent. Dulali appeared before him with a heaved 
heart. She noticed that the servant was standing be- 
hind her with a drawn sword in his hand. She expected 
•death at every moment ; but as she had a bitter experi- 
ence of the Mogul Court she was far from being be- 
wildered with profound respect she Kurnished the 
emperor and kept standing there with clasped hands. 
She was quite aware that it was against etiquette to 
■speak first before His Majesty. 

"We are fully acquainted with your history along 
-with our fathers and so we are so much indebted to you. 
i would consider myself fortunate for this kind interview. 
"Why is all this formality, what do you mean by a 
petition, I must comply with your wishes as much as 
I can” 

Could any body ascertain tliis was no other than 
the wicked Aurangzeb who had got his brothers 
murdered ? Dulali said in a tone of surprise, — 

"Your Imperial Majesty 1” 

Started up Aurangzeb exclaimed, — 
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•TTiis humble self Is only the prince. Finding Ikther 
too old for state aJTalrs I have taken the bdm of govero- 
ment In my own hands. This \TouId surely bring him 
t>cace and comfort Remember that my re vex 'cd lather 
Shahjahan Is the Emperor" 

“He Is always kind to me' was the reply 
“That I know I have heard everything concerning 
yon from my sister Rosbenara-'* 

At this DoloII's heart heaved np. She joined Jaha- 
oam whom Roshenarji did not like. She was afraid 
Rosbenara most have told him many things against 
her and that sue had ptanged herself Into the sea of 
danger of her own accord With t great dlflVmlty DnWI 
cbntroHed herself and then replied In a modest tone,— 
^Tfour Majesty while staying In the Begum Mahal 
this slave was e xtr emely happy enjoying the affection 
of aU. 

Casting a very rode stare at her Aurangieb qaes- 
tior>ed In a alow tone, — 

“Why did } cm deprive yoarself of this happiness 
flo suddenly ?** 

A fraternal quarrel having arisen Amongst you I 
Jeft the Begum MahaL At orie time I bad a bitter 
experience of the quarrd amongst jwr father and your 
grand father In fact I fdt ra3rsclf quite disgusted with 
at and therefore I left the Begum Mahal and went to 
Dayamanl s house. ^ ^ 

“Rlght*ho You have had enough .of this experience'^ 
replied Aurangreb rather In a laugh. / a' ^ 
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"In your c^e the quarrel is amongst brothers but 

I have seen it between father and son ” 

You are right, — perfectly right. Do you know any 
thing concerning the where abouts of your country- 
man ? 

"No, I hear he was with the prince Soleman.*’ 

The Emperor had heard that the prince had a 
young warrior with him Therefore he understood from 
Dulali’s words that the young warrior was no other 
than Sailesh Ray Now he said, — 

"Very probably. Now what’s your prayer ?” 

"Your Highness is now the Emperor Your father 
gave my husband the Subedarship of East Bengal, 
But 1 have lost my husband Now I have been on a 
pilgnmage having made over the charge of the office to 
my only son. Be kind enough to issue a firman in ray 
son’s name and place him in that post. This is my 
first prayer ” 

"Certainly I will We are much indebted to you 
especially as the obedient son would never deprive a 
man of his rights which have already been granted by 
his father Your son shall have both Khilat and fir- 
man from the court Have you got any other request 
to make ?” 

"Yes, your Ma]est>'. I’m going back to my native 
country for good and all And therefore I’m so 
anxious to take the dust of the sacred feet of the' 
old Emperor Kindly grant me permission This is 
my last prayer’’ 
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Fortunately for Dulal{ Aurangeeb had not heard any^ 
thing about Lall Sahibs flight or about ProUvas reco- 
very Dara, Murad Sttja — all these and thdr children 
were dead Those that were alive thov were confined 
vdthin the Gwalior fort *o that he could easily allow 
this wealc woman go to the old emperor With all 
her intelligence she was quite helpless, It was beyond 
dream that she could act against the emperor for that 
would mean her own danger She could not be 
such a fool Thlnldngall this to himself for a short 
while Aurangzeb said — 

"Lest any body should go to the emperor and thus 
disturb his peace with various news. I don t allow any 
ingreu but yours is a dififercnt case. Vou are an in 
tdllgent woman and so understand everything ** 

Dulali a heart became filled with joy Having lop- 
presed her emotions with great difficulty she rep- 
lied, — 

' In my childhood I meddled with state affairs ranch 
and acquired much experience thereby , but to speak 
the plain truth Your Imperial Majesty I*m quite 
sick of It** ni return Immediately after I have seen 
the old emperor 

Very I grant you pennisslom I m going to 
send a high officer to the fort so that none of the leotzy 
■would object to your going to the fort both fn and 

out-" . , 

With a profound bow DuJaJi said with cla^w 

hands — 
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This quite befits your august personage and reflects, 
^reat credit on you — an incarnation of piety. Your 
Majesty lays me under a great obligation.’ i 

At the emperor’s beckoning the khansama moved 
away from behind. With continued kurnishes Dulali 
left the emperor’s camp. As for her companions who 
were waiting outside, their misgiving knew no end. 
Fortunately nobody cared to look at the Bengali bearers 
or old maid servants as every one was busy with their 
own within the camp At a little distance from the camp 
the bearers began to enjoy a smoke having put down 
the palkis and the litters. Both the prince and Sailesh 
Ray seated themselves beside the litters with the 
sharp-edged swords within their garments Their 
countenance .bespoke so much bewilderment that any 
l)ody would easily have suspected them if he had turned 
his eyes towards them but fortunately no body looked 
at them So long as Dulali did not return, they felt 
extremely anxious 

Similar WcLs the case with Motiya and Protiva They 
had not the courage to remove the screen of the litters 
but they looked outside only through the screen. They 
felt themselves in the same plight as birds when con- 
fined in the cage. 

At this time Dulali hastened in with the words, — 

"To Agra at once," 

Dulah entered the palki and shut the door. The 
prince was about to speak but he controlled himself and 
jan along with the palki. 
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Thdr heart was anxious to ask various things bat 
thqir were compelled to keq) silent They understood 
bowser that Dalali bad received PERWisSlOrf from 
the Emperor after all In fact Anrangieb was Ol/T 
WITTED BY DVLAU 

A short whfie after they noticed a general dsrtinp 
off towards Agra on borse-back indicative of 

PERMISSION 



CHAPTER XXXIII 

WITHIN THE AGRA FORT. 

f • ^ 

The palki and the litters entered the fort No body- 
prevented them from doing so as Aurangzeb had sent 
word already Howsoever cruel he had be^n with: 
his brothers, howsoever hostile he might have been 
with the Hindus — with all these faults Aurangzeb could 
not have been counted as devoid of any good qualities 
or that he was demoniacal in any way. He never show- 
ed any disrespect towards his old sire and he granted 
Dulali permission to go and see the old Emperor think^ 
ing that act on his part would satisfy his father to some 
extent. It must be told here no body was allowed an 
ingress into the fort now a days. It was ten to one 
he would not have shown this favour a few months agoi 
Now he had no rival being the suzereign lord of all 
India. Especially he left Agra openly and established 
his Capital at Delhi — the capital too well known to the 
Mogul and the Maharaedan. 

When the palki arrived at the door of the Begum 
Mahal Dulali called Gani, Princess Jahanara’s chieT , 
eunuch and addressed him, — 

‘T have been here with Prince Aurangzeb's permis- 
sion I want to see the Princess. I have got two maid 
servants with me.^’ 
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The other canachs who had accompanied Gani fdt 
-extremely surprised at finding an outsider within the 
fort. Thty began to look at the palkl with stead-last 
eyes, as It was rather a novel sight 

Ganl replied, — 

'’You are always at liberty to come into the fort 
but as there have been so many changes here, it Is but 
my duty to send word to the Princess which I must do 
at once." 

As soon as Gam left Dolall addressed the other eu- 
nuchs — 

**Yoa jurt move away I wish to speak to ray 
ser v a nts.** 

They moved away at once as they all of them 
knew her They also knew bow much the old Emperor 
and her daughter regarded her 

Then iJulall beckoned to Lull Sahib and Ssllesh 
Ray to step up to her and so they came near the palH 
-with feverish anxiety 

0ulaU observed — 

True It is we have extricated ourselves from the 
jaws of the tiger but we are not safe yet Until we 
leave thin country we shall not be out of danger Be ex 
tremely cautious* True we have not got any cnendc* 
here butwc are not safe yet.** 

At this tune Gani returned with the words, — 

■Tho princcM hju ordered me to mher yon In 
profound r espect." 

"I have got two female servants with me.** 
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"They must accompany you,” , ; 

"But what about my male servants ?” 

"They would receive proper care and attention ” 
With hasty steps Dulali entered the Begum Mahai, 
accompanied by Motiya and Protiva who were in the 
litters We remember too well the day these two- 
women left the Begum Mahal Let us compare this 
day with to-day. We are too well aware of what 
dangers and difficulties they had fallen into since their- 
disappearance from the Begum Mahal and we know not 
what changes had taken during these few months within 
the Mogul empire, nay in the history of India. They 
had all been saved from the ternble jaws of death e^en 
now their danger had not come to an end. It was 
beyond the power of pen to describe the feelings of 
their minds at this stage. 

Both Motiya and Froths entered their respective 
quarters with a heaving breast. Could they be recognised 
in their disguise ? Could they possibly get out of the 
Begum Mahal in the same dress they had on ? Could 
the princess make them out ? 

They were not aw'are in the least what actuated 
Dulali to bring them here They could easily have 
returned to their native country if they had willed but 
instead of allowing them this thing Dulali had placed 
them before the jaws of death ; not only so, both the 
pnnee and Sailesh Ray were not safe here even for a 
minute, Both were reluctant to part from each other, 
but tlicrc was no help for it Motiya looked back twice 
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as 8hc had not the least desire of gomg in. She said 
to herself — 

There is not the least danger here as the place is 
■foil of our princess* people." ^ ‘ 

She found that Ganl was paynng partJcuJar atten- 
tion to their comforfs and convenience^*’ 

Extremely solicitous Jabanara was awalbng DuliJi s 
arrivaJ at her door Am soon as she found Ihilali she 
advanced up and having caught Dolaii s hand with 
-great tenderness, she exclatmed — 

Come in, sister Fm so glad to find you here. I 
-wonder how you managed to get Into the fort. The 
eunuch was telllog me you secured Aurangieb’s per 
\ mlssioQ- This Is the first day an outsider has been 
.allowed an ingress.*’ 

Tlianks to un-dreamt-of favour the Sbahxada has 
-granted me permission. I called on him at his camp 
and cra v ed for an interview with the emperor ' 

Why Shahxada ? Aarangzeb has proclaimed 
lilmself riie emperor dunng emperors life time. We 
are but prisoners m the fort Now pray who these 
two are. 

They arc my maid servanta. I wish to speak to you , 
aometbing In private.** ' 

'Surely the Badshah will be glad to see you.* t 

When both of them entered the quarters DaW» 
whispered something into the princess cars. Started 
np the princess turned round and behind her two old 
-maid servants followed by the princess* bandls. For ■ 
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•while she nvetted her gaze towards Motiya and Protiva. 
and then she addressed her own Bandis, 

“I’ve got something to tell Dulali in private ; you 
just go elsewhere.*’ 

Instantly the Bandis cleared away. Now the prin- 
cess bolted the door with her own hands. Then she 
exclaimed, — 

“Wonderful powers indeed ! I don’t believe you." 

Pointing to the small box Dulali had m her hands, 
^he said, — 

“This box contains all these apparatus ” 

The Shahzadi re-exclaimed, — 

“A veritable prodigi you are ! who could make 
them out ?” 

Theft she stepped up towards Motiya and Protiva. 
She did not take long to understand that it was they 
about whom Dulali had just spoken to her. They did 
not know how they would be received by the princess 
as they felt themselves extremely guilty before her. 

' Like wooden dolls they kept standing still and motion- 
less 

On stepping up to them' the Shahzadi gave them 
slaps on their cheeks out of mere tenderness, exclaim- 
ing,— 

“Oh’ you naughty girls ’ -Being unable to control 
their emotions both of them embraced the princess 
by the neck and having placed their head on her 
shoulders they burst into tears That was indeed 
a wonderful sight ’ 
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The princess kissed them ngly as they were, out 
of mere affection Infact abc loved these girls as her 
ot>rn daughter Now the princess addressed Dalali 
**Sistcr clean thdr fwes as I fed pained to look at 
these. Though I admire you for your abilities I long; 
to see ray Motlya and Protlva.** 

•WocUd that be safe ? I can t trust your Bandls 
even. Should it come to Aurangtebs notice, there 
would be no escape. replied DtilalL 

Yon are right, but I think I could safdy trust my 
BandlO 

”Wc shan t be safe until we leave this country ^ 

Sister you would surdy go to your owu country 
I ought not to stand In the way as you have got rela 
tives there. Bat why should they go ? They are my 
pet giris.’* 

Now Dulall related to the princess every thing re* 
gardlng Modja and Protlva. 

On hearing all this the princess assumed a grave 
appearance. 

Then she add r e sse d Dulall slowly — 

'Aurangieb could do them Httle harm. Oh I bow 
much he persuaded father to marry his own son to 
I>ara s daughter but In vain. Who could dare to 
take my Bandls or ray pet prls 

Pulall whispered something more Into her carat 
which the Princess gave a big jump. She ejaculated 
in a choked voice, — 

What do you mean ? Oar pet boy Lall I" 
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country and go with me tcwnorrtrw Hfe will •be qaite- 
happy with Modya In i for off couhtVy Should be bo In- 
thi^and ofth6 living he be the Sthpfehjt one 
dhy^wfatfreia he WOh*t cstffepe tieatii if he Sliys here." 

Jahahaia was absorbed tn a de^ thotfgbt and so- 
did not speak. Dulall added — 

‘Tirtotira Is twt saTe hftrt is pHhccss Itosheoam 
won t Idt ber otf 

Atthisfahaite^i^tood tohetltigB with the words, — 
wilt htro, afl bt yob. I-Ct the go to tUs 
Majesty ahd tdl him ^bVety thihg Having locktsd the 
room from outside Jkhatmra ha^Wifcd avfty 



' CHAPTER XXXIV. 

A UNIQUE SPECTACLE. 

The spectacle before our eyes is simply beyond 
compare. The room was made of marble, on which 
were carved various birds and flowers, plants and 
creepers. The whole ceiling was decked with, gold from 
one end to the other. Oh ! what exquisite workman- 
ship. - Oh ’ what settings ,with gems and jewelsj the 
glitter of \yhich dazzled the eyes. Beautiful thousand- 
armed chandeliers of different colours \vere banging 
from the ceiling From these were burning the highly- 
perfumes candles the soft light of which illumined the 
whole chamber. Nice garlands of jessamine were seen- 
festooning from one chandelier to another Large 
looking glasses and pictures set on gold-frames were 
hanging on the walls the latter looking like living 
beings The images of ail Emperors from Babar down 
to Shah Jahan were adorning this room. On the walls 
beaqtiful walls shades, the light of which made the 
mosaic work of the walls more conspicuous On the 
floor \vas spread a large sheet of velvet inlaid with 
gold. There were jewelled otto-pots and rose water 
vases all over which filled the whole room with nice 
fragrance. Their beauty which shamed in gracefulness 
the beautiful heaven was simply beyond description. 

On one side was Shahjahan's peacock throne. 
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How could do we dcscribc^thls unique thing ? Shah 
jahan had this throne made at an expense of crores of 
rupees towards the sitting of which Shabjahan had this 
Jni Mahal constructed at an expense of a vast sum of 
money The long tail of the peacock was set was costly 
gems. One could not look at it without his eyes 
being d flttl ed This wonderful throne was unique of 
its kind. 

There were on the throne soft beds and bolsters of 
scarlet colour studded with gdd. At this dead hour 
of the night the old Emperor was lying down in a 
recumbent posture. Supreme sDcncc reigned every- 
where with no noise or sound dthcr in the fort or in 
the Begiim Mahal Such an awful sOence was not 
known before. 

Dressed in a gaudy dress and decked with vanems 
ornaments two handsome bandls were fennJng the old 
Emperor with gold chimars ( tail fens ) one on each 
aide. The Emperor bad the princess ( Jahanara ). 
beside him- 

Seated on Ws knees prince Soleman was wait 
mg upon the Emperor In front Beside him was 
Motiya both of them were dressed In predous orna- 
ments. Their beauty and comeliness made the room 
eJegant a hundred times. Behind them Sailcsh Ray 
and Frotiva w ere sitting on their knees. They too 
bad an elegant dress on 

Such a nice spectacle was unprecedented In the 
Mogul palace. 
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One becomes absorbed in grief at finding the Kmpe- 
Tor an incarnation of Emaciation, dejection and debility. 
Though in the midst of luxury and enjoyments the 
Emperor was a picture of woe and misery was evident 
from hii very countenance 

The Emperor observed rather in a soft tone, — , 

*‘That I find you, my boy, in these last days is a fact' 
which infuses nectar into my distressed heart The 
moment I was deprived of my beloved Mam-Tajmahal 
I felt I lost everything Since then I was quite callous 
to my sufferings Now go to Bengal 1 grant you per- 
4nission A Mogul is a stranger to happiness when he 
becomes the emperor Never hanker after the throne 
for heaven’s sake I tell you all this as I love you from 
the core of my heart ” 

The Emperor became silent The heart-rending 
words that had come from the emperor’s lips filled the 
eyes of these present with tears Lali Sahib tried to 
speak but could not articulate a single syllable The 
emperor’s eyes, too, became filled with tears. Having 
controlled himself with great difficulty he added 
softly, — 

“Lali, my dear, I grant you permission to marry 
Motiya who has saved you from death. Thanks to her 
you come here in flesh and blood ” 

Silence again Solemn silence every where , after a 
while the Badshah added, — 

This old man has no strengtn in his body now. 
T ou and your father (Dara) made me forget to some 
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wrtent my Mam Tajuiahal whom I loved dearer tbair 
ray own life. Bat God depnvea me of tWa happinec 
now Go I give you penalsstoa*' 

Everyone perceived that the emperors heart became 
rent while uttering these words. As for Jahanara both 
her eyes streamed forth rafect no body could restrain 
their tewt. Bathed in tears Lull Sahib and Mobya 
rose softly and touched the emperoris sacred feet Upon 
this, the emperor addressed Jahanara. — 

My darling you are my only hope and solace m the 
evening of my life. Just hrfp mo In placing my bands 
on their heads and I will offer my hearty benedic- 
tkras to my beloved LaJL 

In tears the loriog daaghter raised the feeble hands 
of the father and placed the same on LalPs and Modya s 
hands 

'Hie emperor exclaimed in a choked tone, — 

‘ May you be happy always. 

Having embraced the grand father s feet with his 
IjjII Sahib burst Into tears with the words, — 
"Your Majesty I wont leave you Iniact I cant" 
He could speak notbihg more, his voice having 
been choked^ 

The Badshah could not speak for a Jong time. His 
heart heaved with force. Ho tried bard to control hlm- 
selfl Sneotly and despondently be kept cm leaning 
upon the bolster in a Ustleas manner 

Tears welled qqt of every ones eyes in torrents. 
The Badshah exclaimed — 
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"My child, I can’t s?ive you from the-hands ?of the 

•enemy.” 

ILali Sahib exclaimed in sobs, — 

"1 want to die here.” 

• "No, no. That can’t be. In that case you won’t 
■find me ahve. I shall die in peace only if I hear you 
arc living. Go to Bengal. Don’t be anxious on my 
account. Don’t disobey my words. To-day I bind 
you both with the tie of marriage. This is the last day 
I sit on my beloved peacock throne” 

Tears all around Tears were visible on the 
emperor’s eyes now. The princess v-iped off the tears 
in tenderness with her own costly handkerchief. 

What a heart-rending spectacle ! On one hand 
the empire of luxury and happiness, on the other the 
borne of gloom and despondency. Alas ’ In the 
Jui-Mahal this was the sad plight into which Shah 
jahan, sovereign lord of all India had fallen Is there 
anything which fate cannot work ? The Badshah 
exclaimed again rather in a '^oft tone, — 

' jahanara, my dear, all the jewels in m\ poscescion 
together with all the gold coins \ou could gather — gi\c 
tl'C<e .all to mv bclo’.cd Lab " 


At tliK Dah ejaculated, — 
“Your M v;e ty ' Nothing 
•cf a derva-^h .an\ where.” 


I v.ant. I'll I'vc the Hfc 


'‘No, darn! g, that cannot bt% You have liaed in tit 
iniist cf ! I'ury and cnjoyircni- of the Begun Mahal. 

You can’t tt c-tVrt'UiTc' an> hanNhi: . or onvitio'^x 
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It would pajn me very roach If I bear you are In dutress 
No you just comply with my wishes. 

Jahanam replied — 

Your Majesty I have made every possible arrauge-^ 
merit for that. Lall Is not safe here for a moment 
Tomorrow morning he would leave the fort 
The Badshah exclaimed In a choked voice — 

Tyght ba He ought to. 

Whose hands I am going to pot Lah Inhs — those- 
^^-ould try to protect him even at the nsk of thdr own 
lives. As for Gal Bahax I have made over her into the 
hfimds of this Bengali youth. Whatever I have In my 
possession all these I have given her” repbed Jahanara. 
The Badshah repbed in an Indistinct tone, — 

Kow go," 

Upon this both Saflesh Ray and Probva stepped up 
to the emperor in tears and took the dost of bis 
sacred feet The Badshah exdabned In sobs — 

"Gul I loved you very much Go and lire m 
happiness. This is my last benediction 

Both SoIIesh Ray and Protlva burst into tears cot 
having the power of articalatlon. When they movtfi 
away DidaJI came up and touched the sacred feet of 
the emperor The emperor exclaimed — 

"Bubdi, dear it Is you who saved this -poor miser 

»ble bang one day If you could save Lai! now that 

would mean saving Sbahjahan of Dehll Now ^ 
May the AH Merelful Ruler protect you In His infinite 
mercy " 
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Then he addressed Jahanara — 

“I feel too tired, darling, lay me down on the bed 

now/’ 

At this all of them held the emperor in great tender* 
ness and raised him Leaning upon the princess 
shoulders he went to the adjoining room and lay down 
there , Lali Sahib and others went to the princess*^ 
quarters in tears No body witnessed this thrilling 
scene save and except two bandis 

The following day all of them left the fort in the 
same disguise with which they had come here When 
Lali Sahib came to Benares he took the Hindu name. 
Then they got to Patna in safety. Protiva’s parents were 
filled with ecstasy on the recovery of their beloved 
daughter With great pomp Protiva was married to 
Sailesh Ray and then they proceeded to the far-off 
town Birbhum and lived there They had not the least ' 
want of money 

Now reader, "Who was happy, Lali Sahib or Aurang- 
zeb ?” “Who won the victory — the grand-son of the old 
Emperor or his wicked son ?” Love can command 
happiness, peace and victbry There is nothing like 
love in this wide world 


Fims. 



ORIENTAL PUBUCATIQN 

THE GREATEST EPIC OF THE WORID 

THE MAHABHARATA 

Truulated mto Engluli Proto frpm 
the ongmal Saatkit verse 

By Late Mr. p C ROY, C. I E. 

(NEW BDmON ) 

The B«5t Library Is one that tells you bow to con* 
<juer a world how to rule a world, how to know a world 
and how to picture a better world Over the tloorof 
the first library buHdlirg was inscribed "A treasury of 
remedies for the souL ^ If this were true of the few 
manuscripts which composed that collection In ancient 
Days what Jar^eije can fitly describe the accumulated 
treasures ofandcat times which arc brought together in 
The Mahabharata. Docs romantic fiction appeal to 
you ? Whithin these pages yoo w3J find talcs of heroism 
and adventure life like portraiture of men an events 
acute dissection of character stones of war and peace, 
of enme and tender love,- of fascinating mystery and 
•open childlike Innocence, from the teeming brains of all 
the masters of all ages and country 



THE MAHABHARATA 

OR 

The Book of India and world in General. 

Hindu, no Indian, no cducktod man will deny^ 
that the Mahabharata is the grandest work that the^ 
world has ever ptoduced. The Ivlahabharata is hot only 
a great Hpic like the Iliad or the Odyssey, but it is a 
rich history' of the time-old sge, it brings an invaluable 
i\ork on philosophy and religion, a precious jewel in 
the store of Politics and Sociology. 


Now it Ume for you to lecure one. 

Now or Never, 

The number of sets available -is stricOy limited 
T he who cv odd ,s in the tliroes of production of 
...Ticul ICS owing to unimaginable circumstances arising 
out of ar and it has not been possible to print copies 
w.uch are not even enough to supplv a single 

countr,.. And sc, ,hc is nominal ! 

vt.M Iv.t Libmrx' if ^ou h-xe . c 




SOME REASONS 

Why yon .honld otvn ne Mahahh 



( 3 ) 

3 Because it contains that part of the accumulated 
wisdom of the world which is so Important for a nun 
to know,— told in words he can understand and In man- 
ner that will fascinate him. 

4. Because' it contains reading that will interest 
and benefit the whole family — father mother and chil- 
dren of all ages. 

5 Because it has reedred unstinted praise from 
people who ICNOW — educators teachers clergymen 
professional and business men and women — «nd msny 
thousands of just average fathers and mothers’* 

6. Because it is the best book bargain ever oSered 
by any publisher and the terms arc so easy that they 
will not prove a strain to the most modest pocket 

7 Bfecaosc once it is in your home, yoii wilJ never 
be at a loss for something to read’’ other for teii 
minutes or tea hours. Just open any volomc at ran- 
dom according to your mood. 

8. Because the money spent on other amasemeots 
is gone, but The Mahabharata wGl entertain yoo every 
evening and last for ever 

And The Low Pnee Now 

^In all there will be 30 parts of^wiuch the foil work 
-will be comprised, Thirteen parts have been published 
Each Part Re. i Postage Extra, Advance Pnee for 
30 Parts Rs, 35 Post Free. One Part every month. 

Win you allow lot the opportunity to slip throofh 
your fingora or just order for a set? 

To day and not Tomorow 



THE 

Mysteries of the Mogul Court 

BY DHITENDRA NATH PAUL. 

Authof of Hindu Phylosophy, Sukrtshna, — his life and 
tachings Sakin a-hts life and teachings &c &c , 

REVISED EDITION 
Completed in two Bound vols. 

Price Rs. 6, Postage As. 8. 

The book will be quite unique one. No one has 
yet made an attempt to place before the world the mys- 
teries, — secred ‘conspiracies, private and public execu- 
tions — deep-laid plots, horrible bristling incidents within 
the thousands of labyrinths , secret passages, rooms, 
doors and windows in the celestial palaces of the Great 
Mogul and also undreamt of luxuries and pleasure — 
the flow of vast wealth quite unimaginable Amidist 
these profuse glaxy of luxuries and pleasures dwelt 
thousand of young ladies, most beatiful of their race 
brought together picked and chosen from all the coun- 
tries of the world, from Bengal in the East and Greece 
ond Italy in the West This Unique work being a 
Historical Romance will impart flesh and blood to 
the skeleton and place the Mogul Emperors, their 
great Begums and their innumerable Bandis together 
■with the great Amirs, Omraos Mansabdars and Rajput 
Rajas in their living forms. 

On Examination it would be found there is a simi- 
larity of events between the “Mysteries of the Mogul 
Court” and “Mysteries of the Mognl Darbar Those 
who have read the Mysteries of the Mogul Court ought 
to read the other romance and those who have read 
the other romance and those who have read the Mys- 
teries of the Mogul Darbar must not fail to read the 
other romance also 

THE-HINDU PHILOSOPHY. 

EDITION) 

BY Dra^C^nRA NATH PATTI 


